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Reading Selection 3.2

Lesson No. 8
Lingkuan Gorge.
(S L0
(A Man Should Never Leave

His Post)
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Tupeng-Cheng
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The snow, already more than half o foot deep, obliterated the line between
earth and sky behind o hazy white curtain. | had been following the path of the
future railway for forty kilometers. Although | could hear the roar of machinery

further back in the hills, | had seen neither work sites nor workers.
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Entering Lingkuan Gorge, my imtation increased. Even in clear weather, in this
gorge the sun never shone, It dign't mctter where you looked up along the

twisting course — the most you could see of the sky was a patch no bigger than
the palm of your hand. Now it was dusk and the swirling snowtlakes and the

gale made every step a struggle.
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Construction in the gorge was very busy. Everywhere people were ct work,

Generators, cement-mixers, ar, compressors shook the ground. Hundreds of light

bulbs gleamed dim and yellow. Electric wires, crisscrossing like a giant spider
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web, were scarcely | visible, but | could see the overhead cables and their

pulley cars sliding back and forth loaded with materials.
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Hungry, cold, | tnpped and fell. scraping my hands Enough! I'd find some ploce
under a chff, out of the wind, cnd rest a few hours. If | reached the matenals
depot tomomrow moming by ten o'clock, that still wouldn't be too late. Stumbling
around in the dark like this, | was liable to fall Into scme deep ravine and that

would be the end of this Matenals Department chief; I'd have to be put on the

'Used up" list!
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| noticed a path leading to a cave in the cliff-side. A door curtain hanging in the
entrance way showed that the cave was undoubtedly occupied by workers.
Grasping branches along the steep path, | hauled myself up to the door ond

entered.
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Strange! Seated on a small stool In the doorway was a little boy, seven or eight
years old, elbows on his knees, supporting his face in his hands. His cheeks were
red with cold. He had been peenng at the opposite chff-side through a rent In
the curtain. He glanced at me brietly as | came in, then went back to his

observation.
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The cave was large, but quite wam. It had ¢ stove and eating uvtensils. On the
wall above a bed was a coloured New Year picture of "Chubby Children Pulling
the Tumip " All the walls had been papered with old newspapers, now

blackened by smoke from the stove.
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“"Why isn't anybody home?¢" | asked, shaking the snow from my coct and hat.

The little boy tumed his head. His eyes flashed. "Aren’t | anybody, uncle?¢” He rose
and walked towards me. his hands behind his back, his chest extended, as if to

saQy: Not only am | somebody, I'm ¢ very grown-up somebodgdy!
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| cupped his round little face in my hands. "You're pretty sharp, young imp!” He
pushed my hands aside Doubling up his fists, he cocked his head to one side
and demanded: 'Who are you caling imp! | have a name!” Pointing at the baby

girl asleep on the bed, he informed me: "Her name i1s Pao-cheng, mine 1s Cheng-

yu."
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No doubt about it These kids were like thousands of others | had met, born and
raised on construction sites The workers liked to name their children after the
projects where they were borm Cheng-yu probably had first seen the light of day
on the railway project between Cheng-tu and Chung-king, also known as Yu. His
baby sister Pao-cheng very likely had been borm rnght here at the site of the

future Paoki-Chengtu Railway
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| sat by the stove smoking and rubbing the drying mud from my hands.

Cheng-Yu crawled on to my lcp and looked into my eyes, "Is it going to snow
tomorrow, uncle?”
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| pressed his icy red little nose. "As soon as we get our telephone line connected

up with heaven, I'll ask for you....”
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Angrnly, he leaped down and stood a meter away, scowling at me. "Quit your
kidding! You've got ¢ newspaper in your pocket. Why don't you look ¢t the
weather reporte”
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He resumed his seat in the doorway, clamped his elbows on his knees, rested his
face in his hands, and peered out through the rent in the curtain. When | asked
him where the kettle was, he ignored me. | certainly was sorry | had offended

my small host!
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“Why do you want to know about the snow, Cheng-Yue" | asked him. "Is it
because you can't go out and play when it's snowing?”
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He didn't even bother to look at me "Papa says if it's still snowing tomorrow. we'll

have to quit work ™
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'Whaot does your pa do¢”

"He opens up mountains’ the child replied proudly ‘'Where¢" Cheng-Yu pointed

with pursed lips at the work site opposite
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| looked All | could see was a searchlight beam, shining through the drifting
snowflakes straight up into the heavens, Inits light, | could vaguely discermn o few
dozen men who seemed pasted to the side of the towering clitf, drlling holes for

dynamite charges. The holes were like the steps of a ladder to the sky
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"How can you tell which one is your father at this distonce?” | asked.

"I can’'t see him plainly but pa says he can see me. He says all he has to do 1s tum

around | often sit here so he can see me.”

Ah, so that was it!
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The icy snow melted from my boots. My numbed legs, thawing out, ached

painfully. | stamped to help the circulation.
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Cheng-Yu waved his hand warningly. | understood. He was afraid I'd wake his

bcby sister
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"You really take good care of your sister,” | commended/ ' Mama says my job is to
look after her. When mama comes home, | can knock off.”
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"So, you're on the job every day?” | hugged him. 'What does mamaoc do?' He

pointed to the road below the cave.
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| could see a person standing by a telephone pole beside the road. Covered
with snow, she looked like ¢ white stone image. Apparently, she was directing
traffic. The road, not very wide, had been blasted through the rock. Ordinarily,
carts, mules, donkeys and people... no doubt streamed in both drections along

that road twenty-four hours a day. Someone had to keep the traffic in order.
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Today. beccuse of the big snow, there weren't many people or vehicles on the
road_ She could very well have spent the day at home. But there she stoocd and
there she would remain, three months, five months, or three years, five years, if
need be. Perhaps, from time to time, she raised her head to gaze up at her child

or ot her husband who was scaling the clitfs between the mountains and the
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sky. When he poused to wipe the sweat from his brow, could he see the

determined figure of his wife or the tiny image of his little boy?
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Even though it was a snowy, windy night, even though the worker, his wife and
children couldn’t see one another clearly, | was sure they could feel a mutual
loving encouragement and sense that each was looking forward to the

moment of family reunion,
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| glanced at Cheng-Yu. The child had placed his hands in his sleeves and pulled

his neck into his collar. He kept dozing off.

“You're icble to catch a chill. Better get into bed and go to sleep.”
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He looked at me dreamily for a moment, probably thinking that his parents had

returned.
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He rubbed his eyes with his fists. "Papa and moma say a man should never leave

his post.”
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| hugged him tightly and pressed my cheek against his. Then | rose, buttoned my
coat, pulled my hat down firmly, left the cave and walked down the path,
Following the road that had been blasted through the rock, | pushed on, the
words of the child echoing in my head, "A man should never leave his post.” A
job was waiting for me. | wanted to reach my destination without any further

delay. [Translated cnonymously from the Chinese]
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About the Author

After growing up in a poor family in the province of Shenshi (also spellec
Shaanxi) TuPeng-cheng (borm 1921) worked as a comrespondent for the New
China News dunng Ching’s civil war in the Iate 1940's. His many notes about
battles he witnessed, became important sources for his later fiction, inclugding his
acclamed war novel, Defend Yenan, published in 1954.

Winning praise throughout China for his depiction of military life. Tu
enjoyed a flourishing career throughout the 1950s. In 1958 he published his next
mgjor novel in Peacetime, which descnbes workers constructing the Paoki to
Chengtu (Bcoji to Chengdu) Railway. Tu fell from favour in the 1960s when the

government rewrcte its history and condemned several former leaders whom Tu
had praised in his fiction His work was banned in Chinc until 1978 when ¢ thaw in

the nation’s totalitcrian regime clliowed Tu to resume his writing career

New Vocabulary

“
Apparently Readily seen or understood:; evident, obvious

Crisscrossing To move or cause to move in a crosswise pattemn
A storehouse or warehouse for supplies, usually the military
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Mvutual

Experienced or expressed by each of two or more persons

about the other; reciprocal; common or shared by two or more
porties

Numbed Deprived of feeling in imbs through cold; paralysed

oo

Ravine A deep nammow steep-sided valley, esp. one formed by the

action of running water; a gorge

Rent A sit or opening made by teanng. @ tear or breach

Snowflakes Delicate, flutf mass of snow that falls as snow

To tum or cause to tum in @ twisting spinning fashion; spinning
To fix or fasten with a clomp

To cock Toraise, perk up;

To commend To present or represent as being worthy or regard; recommend;

o praise; 1o express a good opinion of

To discern To recognise or perceive clearly
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A small beam or slow of light appearnng momentarily
o fall into a kght sleep

To burst or cause to burst suddenly or intermittently into flome;

to move very ropidly ke a flosh

1o look long and fixedly, in wonder or admiration; to stare
“ fo drag or draw something with effort: 1o ransport asin o truck

To knock off To finish work;

To obliterate To destroy every trace of; to wise out completely

e
e
e e R

Vaguely Not clearly; fuzzily dm
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STUDY QUESTIONS

Recalling

1. What is the narrator’s job and the purpose of his journey? What physical

conditions persuade him to rest for a few hours?
Ans: Narrator's Job:

The narrator is the chief of the matenal department depot. His job is to
supervise all the ongoing construction work for the future Paoki-chengtu

Railway.
Purpose of Journey:

The purpose of his joumney is to supervise the ongoing construction work gt
the site of the future Paoki-chengtu Railway He had to reach the matenal

department by 10 o'clock in the morning and attend his duties.
Physical Condition:

The weather is intensely cold due to continuous snow falling. The namrator
Is hungry onc feels cold. In the dusk, the swirling snowflakes cnd the gole make
every step a struggle cnd so he tnps and falls badly. He was stumbling. There
was dark all around. He was liagble to fall into some deep ravine. These
conditions make him so imtating anda restless that he wants to rest for a few hours

N some shady place under a cliff,
(OR)

The namrrgtor is the chief of the Maternal Department Construction going on
in the Lingkuan Gorge for the future railway and his job is to supervise that. The
purpose of his journey is to reach his department depot and attend his duties by

ten o'clock next morning.

The physical conditions that persuade him to rest for a few hours are the
cold, twisting course with more than a half foot deep snow, darkness, intense
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hunger, iImtation that has increased vpon entenng Lingkuan Gorge, tiredness
due to tough journey. and swirling snowflakes and gale making every step ¢
struggle posing a threat that, while stumbling. he s liable to fall into some deep

ravine.

v & About how old is Cheng-yu? What does he respond when the narrator

asks, "Why isn't anybody home?”
Ans: Age of Cheng-Yu:

The child Cheng-Yu whom the narrator sees sitting on the small stool in the

doorway of a cave i1s almost seven or eight years old.

Response to Narrator:

When the narrator asks, "Why isn't anybody home¢” the child replies in
cross question form: "Aren’t | anybody, Uncle?” He in fact minds the remark of

the narrator that suggest as if he was no body
(OR)

The child, Cheng-yu, is about seven or eight years old. When the narrator
asks. "Why isn’'t anybody home¢" the child turns his head, tlashes his eyes and
asks him in a cross-question form: "Aren’'t | cnybody, uncle¢” He, Iin fact, minds
the remark of the namator that suggests as if he is noboedy So, he nses and walks
towards the namrrator, with his hands behind his back ond his chest extended. as

if to say: "Not only am | somebody. I'm ¢ very grown-up somebody!”

3. What work do Cheng-yu's parents do? What "job” has Cheng-yv been

assigned, and what explanation does he give for refusing the narrator’s advice
to go to sleep?

Ans: Cheng-Yu's Parents Job:
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Cheng-Yu parents are very hard working and very frue to their profession.
His father being ¢ labourer opens up the mountains and drill holes for dynamite
charges. Cheng-Yu's mother as ¢ fraffic controller stands on the narrow anc

dangerous road that has been blasted through the rock.
Cheng-Yu's Job:

Cheng-Yu has been given the responsibility to take care of his baby sister

Pao-Cheng when his parents are out on their specific jobs.
Narmrator Advice and Cheng-Yu's Explanation:

Wwhen the narrator sees little Cheng-Yu dozing on @ small stool in the
doorway of the cave and advises him to sleep, he at once shakes his head
violently in negative and says his papc and mama say that "one should never

leave his post’
(OR]}

Cheng-yu's parents are very hard-working fellows: his father drills holes for the
dynamite charges on the mountains', whereas, his mother directs the traffic,
standing beside the road below the cave Cheng-yu has been assigned the job
of looking cfter his baby sister. Pao-Cheng, till the armval of his mother When the
narrator advises him to go to sleep because he was dozing, Cheng-yu replies
that he will not do so because his papa and his mamao say that o man shovld

never leave his post

4. What does the narrator do in the final paragraph? What does he realize is
waiting for him?

Ans: Inthe last paragroph the namrator is really moved by the determination of
ittle Cheng-Yu who says that "A man should never lecve his post” To hear this his
lost spints recwaken He nses buttons up his coat, puts his hat down firmly and
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leave the cave. He realizes that his job in the matericl department as o chief is

waiting for him,
(OR)

In the final paragraph, when Cheng-yu utters very inspinng remarks cbout
his duty, the narrator hugs him tightly and presses his cheeks against that of
Cheng-yu, He, then nses, buttons his coat, pulls his hat down firmly, leaves the
cove and walks down the path to reach his department without any further
delay. Following the road that has been blasted through the rock, he pushes on.
The words of the child are echoing in his head. "A man’ should never leave his
post.” He realizes that his duty in the matenal department as a chief is waiting for

him.

Interpreting

5. What sort of child is Cheng-yu? What attitude does he display towards his

parents and his responsibilities?

Ans: Cheng-Yvu as a Child:

Cheng-Yu is the central character of the story. The whole story revolves
around him. Cheng-Yu is very sensible, strong, bold and determined. He is just
seven or eight years old but his spints are so high and he has a greater sense of
responsibility.

Attitude towards parents and responsibilities:

His attitude towards his parents is like that of remarkable obedient son,
who scarifies his rest and performs his guty assigned to him by them. He looks
after his baby sister till the armrival of his mother, He complies with the cdvice of

his parents that "A man should never leave his post”,

(OR)
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Cheng-Yu is very cute, caring, sensible cnd responsible child. He is very
obedient to his parents. He shows fremendous loyalty to his assigned
responsibilities, He looks after his baby sister till the amval of his mother; He

complies with the advice of his parents that a man should never leave his post.

6. What change in mood or outlook does the narrator experience in the

course of the story? What causes the change?

Ans. At the beginning of the story, the ncrrctor is tred and hungry and wants ©
place to rest. His mood changes from pessimistic to optimistic. Meeting the boy,
seeing his responsibilities for his baby sister and cbserving the family’s mutual
encourcgement for one another has caused this change. The actions of the
parents in their workplace affects him. The mother was directing traffic in the
snowstorm and the father was placing dynamite charges on a steep slope.

The Causes for the Narrator’'s Change of Mood:

wWhen the narrator advises the child to sleep, the child refuses him by
saying that his papa and mama say that "A man should never leave his post”.
This sentence of the boy changes the outlook and mood of narrator. The
narrator is really moved by the determinction of little Cheng- Yu. The couse for
the narrator's change of mood is seeing the boy's cttitude towards work and
responsibility. The boy, for example, takes care of his baby sister as his parents

have asked him to do.

It iIs clear to the reader since he even tells the namrator to be quiet when he
stamps his boots for fear of awaking the baby. He himself learns a great lesson
that "A man should never leave his post” He goes back in order to get the job in
the matenal department as a chief, He is prompted to set off for his destination
and perform his duty there.

(OR)
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The mood and outlook of the narrator changes gradually. When he hears
the comments of the child, he himself lecrns a grect lesson that a man should
never leave his post. He is prompted to set off for his destination and perform his
duty there.

7. What ideas about work does the story convey? What else does the story

suggest is valuable?

Ans: |ldeas about work:

First Idea: The story "Lingkuan Gorge” conveys the lesson that one should be
dutiful. The work should not be considered burdensome: rather one must realize

the importance of responsibility and perform it with devotion.

Second Ildea: The story also suggests that "A man should never leave his post”.
This principle of life makes one responsible, determined, committec and

successful.

Third Idea: The story also suggests that one should never be as vuinerable gs to
be defeated by physical conditions. One should rather be true to one’s
commitment. The story also suggests that one should be dutiful and obedient to

his parents.

Fourth Idea: Sometimes a younger person, perhaps more innocent and purer,
may influence an older person to change his or her thinking. Some people are
able to learn by example. (the boy's example helps the narrator to learn)

(OR)

I The story conveys the ideas about work that one should never leave one’s

place of duty and be sincere and patriofic.

ii. One should perform one's duty even if the circumstance is not favorable.
The story suggests that it men, women and children work sincerely for the
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development the county only then our country can make rapid progress Gs

China has done.

8. Do you think the story is overly moralistic? How does Tu make his story

entertaining despite its rather heavy-handed message?

Ans. Yes, | think that the story 1s overly moralistic. The wnter narrates the story in
a very beautiful way. The wnter i1s highly skillful to present the truth and
importance of the cuty. "A man should never leave his post”, is nghtly o heavy —
handed message. It is simple but has ¢ powerful effect. The account of
suroundings and the way of the writer's observations expressed in the story,

have made the story more interesting and digestible
(OR)

The story 1s moralistic. The wrter has tned to mcke it entertaining despite

the roughness of the areg, and season.

Extending

9. Do you think the motto, "a man shovuld never leave his post”, has any

significance in different spheres of life? Discuss.

Ans: Significance of Motto:

"A man should never leave his post” has its significance in different spheres

of life A man who 1s not steadfast, never gain the objectives of his life.
My View:

The one who is stick to his objectives will achieve them. In my opinion it is

true that "A man shovuld never leave his post”’ at any cost.
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For example, in the battlie of Uhud, the band of archers on the mound left
the post contrary to the orgders of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) and started

collecting booty.

As a result, the commander of Quraish army attacked from behind kiling
ten Musllim archers. The Muslims were surrounded from all sides. That changed
the course of the battle. This tells us to never undermine the importance of our

post and should stond by it until the end of our duties,
(OR]}

| think that the motto, "A man should never leave his post” has grect

significance. If a man adopts this motto in life, he 1s always successful

Oral Communication Skills

. After reading the lesson, the students will be asked to express their views

about the character of the narrator of the story and the small child, Cheng-Yu.

. The students will be asked to find out and explain, who was more dutiful,

the, narrator or Cheng-Yu?

Writing Skills

. The students will be assigned the task of writing the character of Cheng-
Yu.

Ans: Character of Cheng-Yuv:

Cheng-Yu is the central character of the story. The whole story revolves around
him. Cheng-Yu is very sensible, strong, bold and determined. He is just seven or
eight years old but his spints are so high and he has ¢ greater sense of

responsibility Cheng-Yu is very cute, canng, sensible and responsible child. He is

very obedient to his parents He show tremendous loyalty to his assigned
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responsibilities, He looks after his baby sister till the armival of his mother: He
complies with the advice of his parents that a man should never leave his post

. Write an essay on "A man should never leave his post”.

Ans: A MAN SHOULD NEVER LEAVE HIS POST
(DUTY AND RESPONSIBILITY)

"Duty (Post)" means "moral or legal obligation in general’ It can also mean
a particular task or action thot ¢ person is bound to perform for moral or legal

reQsons,

we have specific posts/duties to different people. To our parents and
teachers, we owe love, respect and obedience. Parents have the duty to love

and bnng up therr children properly. Teachers have to guide and impart
knowledge to their pupils. All of us have the duty to help the poor and the
needy. We have also duties gs citizens of a country,

Our basic duty to ourselves is to live good and virtuous lives, because that
s what God want us to do, and what is necessary to attain everlasting
happiness In the next world. It 1s our duty, too, to stnve hard to succeed in our

profession or occupation and to take reasonable care of our bodadies.

Without being responsible and cdo whotever you are supposed to do,
practically, you are out of your job.

We have responsible for our post or place of duty. If ¢ man does not care
his post or place of duty it can affect all unit cohesion (collective efforts of the
group). A unit generally shares a common goal and should be motivated to
coordincte their efforts as ¢ team to achieve that goal. Now, If you leave your
post and does not show up to help complete that goal, that you have not only
placed more work on unit members, but has effectively let unit down.
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Being responsible refers to our abllity to make decisions that serve our own
interests and the interests of others, We first need to be responsible for ourselves
before we can be responsible for others. In learming to be more responsible it is
important that we know our limitations. It does not matter how smart we are,
there 1s only s6 much responsibility that a person can handle. It 1s also important
to remember that we are not responsible for things that are out of our control,
for example, how other people feel or how they react to ourselves or others.
Sharing responsibility for both success and failure can lead to increased

responsibility to oneself and others.

Being Responsible makes our life better. When we do what we have
promised, people see us as a responsible and reliable person. This boosts a

person’s self-esteem ond self-worth,

Language Study (Grammar)

The Meaning and Uses of the Modal Verbs

Modal verbs, also known as moedal auxilianes or modails, are mainly used
to add to the lexical verb a feeling of the action being. for example, possible,

ikely. necessary, certain, compulsory, allowed or advisable.

The modal verb can is used to express the idea that something is possible
or that someone is gble to do something or allowed to do something. Could Is

the past tense of can but s also used in ¢ number of other ways.

The modal verb may is used to express the idea thot something I1s possible
or permitted. It is Qlso used to express opinions and wishes. Might is the past

tense of may but has a number of other meanings and uses as well.

The main use of the modal verb will is to form the future tense of lexical

verbs, but it has other uses as well, such as asking someone o do something or
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saying that you are willing to do something. Shall is sometimes used to form

future tenses with / and we, expressing intentions

Would and should are the past tenses of will and shall but they too have @

number of other uses.

The modal verb must 1s used to express the idea that something is
necessary or obligatory or that something is certcin or probable. Need to and

have to also express the idea of being necesscry or obligatory.

The Meaning and Uses of Can and Could

The modal verb can is used with a bare infinitive to express the idea that
something I1s possible or that someone 1s able to do something or allowed to do

something.

Covuld is the past tense of can but is also used In @ number of other ways.

Present tense:

Past tense | know | can help them.

| knew | could help them. They say they can’'t come.

They said they couldn’t come. 'l can help you', he said.

He said he could help us. 'We can come back tomomrrow’, | told them.

| told them we could come back the next day. ‘con’ | hove another biscuit? He

asked.
He asked if he could have another biscult.

Describing Possibilities:

Canis used to talkk about what is possible or what someone or something
IS able to do.

You can see for miles from the top of that hill.
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Nowadays you con use Online search facilifies to find the best bargains.
Elephants can run surprisingly quickly,

You can no doubt understand how upset | was when | heard the news.
Can a python really swallow a whole antelope?

| simply cannot answer all these questions in the time we have left.
Ostriches are birds but they can't fly.

we'd like a new car but we can't afford one.

| can't reach the packets of soup on the top shelf. Can you reach them?
In this sense of can, the past tense is could:

From the top of the hill, we could see for miles.

Could mammoths run as fast as elephants can now?

Like ostriches, the moan that once lived in New Zealand couldn't fly
When | was young, we couldn't afford o car.

It's a pity they covuldn’'t come with us yesterday.

. Can and covuld are often used with verbs thot describe the use of the
mind or the senses (sight, hearing, touch, etc) but without much idea of
‘possibility’ or 'ability’ at all:

| can see you. (= | see you)

We know that the lions can hear us from the way they are looking in this

direction. (=... the lions cre hearng us)

| can’t remember where | put the money. (= | don't remember where | put it)

| could feel something crowling up my leg. (= left something crawling up
my leg) We could see he wasn't happy. (= We saw that he wasn't happy)

When | got to the shop, | couldn’t remember what | had wanted to buy. (=

| didn't remember whaot | hod wanted to buy)
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| couldn’t understand a thing she said. (= | didn't understand her)

. Couldn't is used when politely refusing cn offer of something to eat or
drink: " would you like another piece of cake?

'‘Oh, | couldn’t eat another one'.

. Covuldn't and couldn't have are used as a way of simply emphasizing
what you are soying.

| couldn’t agree with you more. (= | don't agree with you completely) They
couldn’'t have been more surpnsed to find they had won the prize.

Could is used to refer to less certain or more doubtful possibilities in the

present or the future.

Could a python really swallow g whole antelope?¢ (= would it be possible

for a python to ect an antelope)

You'd better take your umbrella with you. It could rain later on. (= it might
rain) The porcel could amve tomomow,

That could be the explanation for this strcnge behaviour.

When refemrng in this way to more doubtful possibilities, we use | could have

when refemrng to the past.
Could a python really have swallowed a whole antelope?
| suppose ¢ bird could have stolen the ring but It rather doubted it.

The police are not sure what was used to kill him, It could hcve been o
pipe or an axe handie.

Covuld is also usead to retfer to something that is possible in theory but which
does not actually happen or is not actually done:

The police could do more to prevent nots, (but they don't)

A lot of crime could be prevented if people take more core.
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When refemring to the past, you again use | could have:

| suppose | could have gone with them, but | didn’t really want to. (so |

didn’t go)

We could have stayed another day, but we decided not to.

Can and could may both be used when you are wondernng about something.

Who can be knocking ¢t our door so late at nighte

| wonder who that could be, knocking at our door so late at night. What

on earth can have hoppened to him?

Where on earth could he be ¢t this time of night?

In this sense, there is little difference between can and could. The past

tense is could have.

Who covuld have been knocking at my door so late in the night?e

Could is used to descrnbe something a person wants to do but which they

may or may not do: could have is used to describe whaot a person wanted to or
telt ike doing but didn’t do.

| feel so angry, | could just stamp my feet and scream.
| feel so angry. | could have hit him.

Sometimes cannot, can't and couldn’t are used to express the opinion or

hope that something is not possible or not frue.

o) That story in the paper can't be true, surely,

o, what she told you couldn't be true.

o The conflict in the Middle East can't last forever.,

o The town council surely can't be expecting us to pay for the repar to the
pavement.

o} They can’t be out. | can hear ¢ radio playing in the front room.
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Covuldn't have is used to refer to the paost;

They couldn’t have been out. | could hecr a radio playing in the front

room,

. Can't, couldn’t, can’t have, etc may express surpnse or disbelief or
disapprovaol:

. But we can't have spent all our money yet! We should have at least
another $200.

. How could we have spent all that money in just two days?

. That can’'t be your parents here alrecdy! They are not due to amve until
this evening.

. She couldn’'t have been one of the terronsts! The same is true of guestion
formes:

. How could you hove been stupid¢ OR

. How could you be so stupid?

Describing Knowledge of Skills

Can s used to say that someone knows how to do something.

. Her brother can speck German.

. My little daughter is only three but she can already write her name.
. Help! | can’t swim,

. Some children still cannot read by the time they leave school. In this

sense, the past tense 1s could:
. | could speak French when | left school but | can’t any more.

. | never could speak French.

www.topstudyworld.com



www.topstudyworld.com English

. He could compose music by the age of four,

Referring to What is Permitted

Can s used to ask for or give permission or to say that something is allowed

. Can | borrow your bike?2 "No, you can't.”

. Con we ask questions at the meeting?

. We ccn take book with us into the exam room.

. European Union regulctions now tell us what fish we can and cannot
catch.

. Could is also used to ask permission. It is slightly more polite than can:
. Couvuld | possibly borrow your care

If | could just interrupt you for a moment, there is something | would like to
say. Note that although you can use could to ask for permission, you use can

when giving permission.

Could | possibly borrow your car¢’ Yes, of course you can.

Making requests and Suggestions

Can is used to make ¢ request or to invite someone to do something.

. Can you tell me what time it is¢
. Can you help me, please? I'm afroid I'm lost.
. Now, if you can just wait here a moment, I'll see whether the manager is

free to speak to you.
Requests formed with could are slightly more polite;

. You couldn't move along o bit, could you?
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. Could | open ¢ window, please? It's very hot in here.,

Requests formed with can and could may clso show some annoyance or

impatience.
. Can you make a little less noise, please!
. Covuld you hurry up there!

In negatve questions, can't also expresses mpatience or angry requests

or complaints.

Can'’t you be ¢ little quieter when you're playing? I'm trying to get some sleep.
Why can't men be as sensible as women?

. Could is used to make suggestion:

If the car won't start, you could try pushing it along the road. You could
always ask your fother to lend us the money. Sometimes could and could have

are vsed to make suggestions that show that the speaker is annoyed;
You could be more of ¢ help to me, you know!

Well, you could have told me you weren't coming.

Other uses of Can and Could

. Can maybe use to describe something that sometimes or frequently
happens:

She can be a little rude at time but she doesn’'t mean it.
It can get very cold here in winter.

Schools in London can have pupils from many different ethnic

backgrounds. In this sense, the past tense 1s could:

. She could be very rude at time but then at other times she could be very
kind
. Cannot and can’t are used to suggest that something should not happen
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O We ccan't leave yet, We've only been here five minutes.

O We ccn't just walk out in the middle of the meal, can we?¢ We'll have to

stay tll the end. Both couldn’'t and couldn’t have are used to refer to the post:
o, Wwe couldn't leave after only five minutes.

o} We couldn't have left after only five minutes.

. Can and could are used to express wilingness:

O Yes, | can come back again tomorrow if you want me to.

O | could come back tomorrow if that is more convenient,

o, The management ccnnot accept any responsibility for damage to

customers care left in the car park.

o Its kind of you to offer to pay for my tnp, but I'm afraid, | can't accept your
help.
. Covuld and could have are used to say that something is like something

else or hcs the appecrance of something else;
o, The sea is 5o smooth, It could be glass. (= it looks like glass)

o, From the top of the hill, the cars looked so small that they could have
been lttle iInsect.

. Canis sometimes used to express an order.

You can stop that nonsense right now!

Since you can't behave yourself, you can just go home.

PRACTICE EXERCISE

A: Correct the following sentences using can, could or could have
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US.

4.
O

| want to get some sleep this afternoon so that | gcould stay awake all night

tonight.

If animals could talk, what would they tell us?

We weren't very busy yesterday, so we could have come If you'd asked

Do you have anything in this shop that ¢an take ink for fingerse

| was 5o pleased when the girl told me she had the shoes | wanted in my

size that | could praised her,

6.
7
8.

9.
this

10.

Let’'s make a list of the things we can do this weekend.
Iry to think of all the places where you could leave your umbrella.

When | was young, | could run a marathon.

All of his brothers covuld have been avoided if you had asked my advice in
first place.

Can | have ¢ clean knife, please?

Complete the answers to the questions given below, using, Can’t, couldn',
covuldn’t have.

Why didn't you phoneme¥¢

Because | couldn’t remember your telephone number

Why are the police so sure that those boys didn't kill the old man?
Because they have not been in the area at the time he died.
Why don't you switch the light on?

Because | can’t find the light swatch.
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4, Why didn't you take the money he was offenng you?
Because | felt | couldn't be In his debt

5. How do you know the key is still here?
Because it couldn’t have disappeared into thin ar.

6. Why didn't you intfrcduce me to that woman you were talking to¢
Because | couldn’t think what her name was.

7. Why didn’t you come with us to the concerte¢

Because | covuldn't stand modern jazz. You know | don't like jozz.
8. Why don't you come with us to the concert?

Because the orchestrgc would be too loud. | can’t stand the noise.

& Why did you leave the room when Mary was practicing on her violin¢
Because | couldn’t stand the noise.

10. Why did you leave the room when Mary brought out her violing

Because | knew she was going to start playing and | covldn’t have stood

the noise,

: Read the following sentences and say whether the subject of each
sentence containing the word can't is unable to do what is described in the

sentence, is unwilling to do it, is not allowed to do it or doesn't know how to do it.
1) We can't smoke here. There 1s a "No smoking'” sign over there on the wall.
Ans: not allowed to do it

2) She sings beautifully but she can’'t read music.

Ans: unable to co it
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3) Covuld you switch the light on, please¢ | can’'t recd my book when the
room is as dark as this.

Ans: unable to do it
4) You can't go any faster than seventy miles an hour on @ motorway.
Ans: not allowed to do it

5) You can't go faster than seventy miles an hour in this old car anyway. Its

engine isn't powerful enough.
Ans: ungble to do it

6) | can't come with you to the cinema this evening. My mum says I've got to

do my homework first.

Ans: not allowed to do it

7) | can’'t come with you to the cinema this evening because | don't have
any money.

Ans. ungble to do it

8) She can't dnve a car in her own because she hasn’t passed her dnving
test yet.

Ans: doesn’'t know how to do it

?) Surpnsingly she still can't dnive. She is never wanted to and she has never

taken any lesson.
Ans: unwilling to do it
10) Ireqlly can't cccept this award | just don't deserve it

Ans: unwilling to do it
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