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Reading Selection 7.2
Lesson No. 20

King Lear
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Lear, king of Bntain, had three daughters; Gonerlll, wife to the duke of Albany;
Regan, wife to the duke of Cornwall; and Cordelia, a young maid, for whose
love the king of France and duke of Burgundy were joint suitors, and were at this

time making stay for that purpose in the court of Leor.
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The old king, worm out with age and the faligues of government, he being more
than fourscore years old, determined to take no further part in state affairs, but
o leave the management to younger strengths, that he might have time to
prepare for death, which must gt no long period ensue. With this intent he
called his three daughters to him, to know from their own lips which of them
loved him best, that he might part his kingdom among them in such proportions

as their affection for him should seem to deserve.
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Gonerill, the eldest, declared that she loved her father more than words coula
give out, that he was dearer to her than the light of her own eyes, dearer than
ife and liberty, with ¢ decl of such professing stuft which is easy to counterteit
where there is no real love, only a few fine words delivered with confidence
being wanted in that case. The king, delighted to hear from her own mouth this
assurance of her love, and thinking truly that her heart went with it, in @ fit of
fatherly fondness bestowed upon her and her husband one third of his ample
kingdom.
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Then caling to him his second daughter, he demanded what she had to say.
Regan, who was made of the same hollow metal as her sister, was not a whit

behind In her professions, but rather declared that what her sister had spoken
came short of the love which she professed to bear for his highness: insomuch
that she found cll other joys dead, in comparison with the pleasure which she
took in the love of her dear king and father.

www.topstudyworld.com



www.topstudyworld.com English

J'C/’JJ?J’WJU/”-J:?lil::(t!a.'/bf.,!w»i__w L.ﬁLU:Jg;(Jf.-d/,,JJ/%.
JJ'ﬂ:{dU"é—J'-j-:é'c/u‘(c_wu;.;-:",wz:_f .j‘jn‘_;-.é__;b,df,!
Ju:/(:/"ou,l;c—/l:",lj}f%d‘t&é,?'i.}{‘fuu#p”‘iEwl r’-d..d:'

'kﬁédg’;dft'd/”ufé-ﬁ'é(—u"q—yu:&f(

Lear blest himself in having such loving children, as he thought; and could do no
less, after the handsome assurances which Regan had made, than bestow @
third of his kingdom upon her and her husband, equal’ in size to that which he
had already given away to Gonenll,
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Then tuming to his youngest daughter Cordelia, whom he caglled his joy, he
asked what she had to say; thinking, no doubt that she would glad his ears with
the same loving speeches which her sisters had uttered, or-rather that her
expressions would be so much stronger than theirs, as she had always been his
darling, and favoured by him above either of them. But Cordelig, disgusted with
the flattery of her sisters, whose heaorts she knew were far from their lips, and
seeing that all their coaxing speeches were only intended to wheedle the old
king out of his dominions, that they and their husbands might reign in his lifetime,
made no other reply but this, that she loved his majesty according to her duty,

neither more nor less.
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The king, shocked with this appearance of ingratitude in his favounte child,
desired her to consider her words and to mend her speech, lest it should mar her

fortunes.
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Cordelia then told her father that he was her father, that he had given her
breeding and loved her, that she returned those duties back as was most fit,
and did obey him, love him, and most honour him. But that she could not frame
her mouth to such large speeches as her sisters had done, or promise to love
nothing else in the world. Why had her sisters husbands, if (as they soid) they had
no love for anything but their father? If she should ever wed, she was sure the
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lord to whom she gave her hand would want half her love, half of her care and

duty: she should never marmry like her sisters. to live her tather all.
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Cordelia who in earnest loved her old father even almost as extravagantly as
her sisters pretended to do. would have plainly told him so at any other time, In
more daughter-like and loving terms, and without these qualifications, which dic
indeed sound a little ungracious: but after the crafty flattering speeches of her
sisters, which she had seen could draw such extravagant rewards, she thought

the handsomest thing she could do was to love and be silent.
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This put her affection out of suspicion of mercenary ends, and showed that she
loved, but not tor gain; and that her professions, the less ostentatious they were,

had so much the more of truth and sincenty than her sisters'.
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This plainness of speech, which Lear called pride, so enraged the .old monarch-
who In his best of times always showed much of spleen and rashness, and in
whom the dotcge incident to old age had so clouded over his reason, that he
could not discem truth from flgttery, nor a goy painted speech from worgs thot
came from the heart-that in a fury of resentment he retracted the third part of
his kingdom which yet remained, and which he had reserved for Cordelia, and
gave it away from her, shanng it equclly between her two sisters and their
husbands, the dukes of Albany and Cornwall; whom he now called to hm, aond
in presence of all his courtiers, bestowing a coronet between them, invested
them jointly with all the power, revenue, and execution of government, only
retaining to himself the name of king; all the rest of royalty he resigned. with this
reservation, that himself, with a hundred knights for his cttendants, was to be

maintained by monthly course in each of his doughter’s palaces in turn.
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So preposterous a disposal of his kingdom, so little guided by reason, and so
much by passion,. filled all his courtiers with astonishment and sorrow; but none
of them had the courage to interpose between this incensed king and his wrath,
except the earl of Kent, who was beginning to speak a good word for Cordeliq,

when the passionate Lear oh pain of death commanded him to desist: but the

good Kent was no o be repelled.
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He had been ever loyal to Lear, whom he had honoured as a king, loved as @
father than as a pawn to wage against his royal master’'s enemies, nor feared to
lose it when Lear's safety was the motive: nor now that Lear was most his own
enemy did this faithful servant of the king forget his old principles, but manfully
opposed Lecr, 1o do Lear good; and was unmannerly only becouse Lear was
mad. He had been g most faithful counsellor, in times past to the king. and he
be sought hm now, that he would see with his eyes (as he had done in many
weighty matters), and go by his advice shill; and in his best considerction recall
this hideous rashness. for he would answer with his life his judgement, that Lear’s
youngest daughter did not love him least, nor were those empty-hearted whose
low sound gave no token of hollowness.
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When power bowed to flattery, honour was bound to plainness. For Lear’s
threats, what could he do to him whose life was already at his service?¢ That

should not hinder duty from speaking.
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The honest freedom ©of this good earl of Kent only stimed up the king's wrath the
more, and like a frantic patient who kills his physician, and loves his mortal
disease, he banished this true servant, and allotted him but five days to make his
preparctions for departure; but if on the sixth his hated person was found within
the realm of Bntain. that moment was to be his death.
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And Kent bade farewell to the king, and said, that since he chose to show
himself in such fashion, It was but banishment to stay there: and before he went,
he recommended Cordelic to the protection of the gods, the maid who had so

nghtly thought, and so discreetly spoken; and only wished that her sisters’ lorge
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speeches might be answered with deeds of love: and then he went, as he said,
to shape his old course o g new country,
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The king of France and duke of Burgundy were no called in to hear the
determination of Lear about his youngest doughter, and to know whether they
would persist in their courtship to Cordelia, now that she was under her father’s
displeasure, and had no fortune but her own person to recommend her; and
the duke of Burgundy declined the match, ond would not take her as wife upon
such conditions; but the king of France, understanding what the nature of the
fault had been which had lost her the love of her father, that it was only G
tardiness of speech, and not been able to frecme her tongue 1o fiattery like her
sisters. took this young maid by the hand, and saying thot her virtues were @
dowry above a kingdom, bade Cordelic to take tarewel of her sisters and of her
tather. though he had been unkind, and she should go with him, and be queen

of him and of farr France, and reign over fairer possessions than her sisters: and
he called the duke of Burgundy in contempt a waterish duke because his love

for this young maid had in a moment run all away like water,
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Then Cordelia with weeping eyes took leave of her sisters, and besought them
o love therr father well, and make good ther professions: and they sullenly told
her not to prescribe to them, for they knew their duty; but to sitnve to content her
husband who had taken her (as they tauntingly expressed it) as Fortune's alms.
And Cordelia with a heavy heart departed, for she knew the cunningness of her
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sisters, and she wished her father in better hands than she was about to legve

him in,
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Cordelia was no sooner gone, than the devilish dispositions of her sisters began
to show themselves In therr true colours. Even before the expiration of the first
month, which Lear was 1o spend by agreement with his eldest daughter,
Gonerll, the old king began to tind out the ditfference between promises and
performances. This wretch having got from her fcther all that he had to bestow,
even to the giving away of the crown from oftf his head, began to grudge even
those small remnants of royalty which the old man had reserved to himself, to
please his fancy with the idea of being still ¢ king. She could not bear to see him

and his hundred knights.
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Every time she met her father, she put on a frowning countenance; and when
the old man wanted to speak with her, she would feign sickness or anything to
get nd of the sight of him; for it was plain that she esteemed his old age @
useless-burden and his cttendants an unnecessary expense: not only she herself
slackened in her expressions of duty to the king, but by self slackened in her
expressions of duty to the king, but by her example, and (it Is 1o be feared) not
without her private instructions, her very servants affected to treat him with
neglect and would either retuse to obey his orders or still more contemptuously
pretend not to hear them. Lear could not but perceive this alteration in the

behaviour of his daughter but he shut his eyes against it as long as he could, as
people commonly are unwilling to believe the unpleasant conseguences which

their own mistckes and obstinacy have brought upon them.

Ikt ot ) gTin 2l -3 L g F e s,
f-;&t.fu'cfz'f’-f&v’&lé’éé"iwé—"’-‘;ﬂrf"o‘u‘(ka/:bﬁ‘de--
o# S i-8p s b AT e L1 f G e A poiidsint
P ILON VMY EE R N VAN N SIS T g P WK

JJ'L;:;';';:'T‘;&;»:E;‘;’-:.J' .ﬁ,L/A’ﬂJ-cE_L S Z.L,r'/,' £33 S

www.topstudyworld.com



www.topstudyworld.com English

o:I;L:ﬁ/H'oJJwaQl;l?{wu:/sb'éé.ui.&&,l ’(‘}w'u"/.‘!-iz‘f{/&t
J/u'»;”-Z—nu:lef.'é..ﬁz_t/éu,fﬁétdu,,,b(uJ)f,;/..ui t/‘_,-‘,«ﬂ,w:

...-ﬁ.f:.:'b/.v;/!’uﬂhu JJ

True love and fidelity are no more to be estranged by i, than falsehood and
hollow-heartedness con be conciliated by good usage. This eminently appears
N the instance of the good earl of Kent, who, though banished by Lear, and his
ife made forfeit if he were found in Bntain, chose to stay and abide by all
consequences, as long as there was a chance of his being useful to the king, his
master. See to what mean shifts and disguises poor loyalty is forced to submit
sometimes.; yet it counts nothing base or unworthy, so as it can but do service

where it owes as obligation!
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In the disguise of a serving man., cll his greatness and pomp laid aside, this good

earl proftered his services to the king, who not knowing him to be Kent in that
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disguise, but pleased with g certain plainness or rather bluntness in his answers
which the earl put on (so reason to be sick of, having found the eftects not
answerable in his daughter). a bargain was quickly struck, cnd Lear took Kent
INto his service by the name of Caius, as he called himself, never suspecting him

to be his once great favourite, the high and mighty earl of Kent.
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This Caius quickly found means to show his fidelity and love to his royal master:
for Gonerlll's steward that same day behaving in ¢ disrespectful manner to Lear,
and giving him saucy looks and Icnguage, as no doubt he was secretly
encouraged to do by his mistress. Caius not endunng to hear so open an affront
put upon majesty, made no more ado but presently tnpt up his heals, ond loid
the unmannerly slave in the kennel: for which fnendly service Lear became more

and more attached to him.
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Nor was Kent the only fnrend Lear had. In his degree. and cs far as so insignificant
a personage covuld show his love, the poor fool, or jester, that had been of his
palace while Lear had a palace, as it was the custom of kings and great
personages at that time to keep a fool (cs he was called) to make them sport

after serous business:-
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This poor fool clung to Lear after he had given away his crown, and by his witty
sayings would keep up his good humor; though he could not refrain sometimes
from jeering ¢t his master, for his imprudence, in uncrowning himself, and giving

all away to his doughters: at which time, as he rhyming expressed it, these
doughters.

"For sudden joy did weep,
and he for somrow sung,

That such a king should play bo-peep,

And go the fools among.”
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An in such wild sayings. and scraps of songs of which he had plenty, this
pleasant honest fool poured out his heart even In the presence of Gonerll
herself, In many a bitter taunt and jest which cut to the quick; such as
comparing the king to the hedge-sparmow, who feeds the young of the cuckoo
hll they grow old enough, and then has its head bit off for its pains: and saying.
that an ass may know when the cart draws the horse (meaning that Lear’s

daughters/that cught to go behind, now ranked before therr tather); and thot
Lear was no longer Lear, but the shadow of Lear: for which free speeches he

was once or twice threatened to be whipt.
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The coolness and faling off of respect which Lecr had begun to perceive, were
not all which this foolish-fond father was to suffer from his unworthy daughter:
she now plainly told him that his staying in her palace was inconvenient so long
as he insisted vpon keeping up an establishment of a hundred _knights; that this
establishment was useless and expensive and only served to fill her court with rnot
and feastings; and she prayed him that he would lessen their number, and keep
none but old men about him, such as himself and fitting his age.
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Lear at first could not believe his eyes or ears, nor that it was his doughter who
spoke so unkindly, He could not believe that she who had received ¢ crown
from him could seek to cut off his train, and grudge him the respect due to his
old age. But she persisting in her undutiful demand. the olé man’s rage was so
excited that he called her ¢ detested kite and said that she had spoken an
untruth: and so indeed she did, for the hundred knights were all men of choice
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behaviour and sobriety of manners, skilled in all particulars of duty, and not

given to noting and feasting as she said.
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And he bid his horses to be prepared, for he would go to his other daughter,
Regon, he and his hundred knights: and he spoke of ingratitude and said it was
a marble-hearted devil, and showed more hideous in a chilg than the seaq-
monster. Anc he cursed his eldest daughter Gonenll so as was temble to hear:
praying that she might never have a child, or if she had, that it might hve to

return that scorn and contempt upon her which she had shown to him: that she

might feel how sharper than a serpent’s tooth it was to have @ thankless child.
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And Gonerill's husband, the duke of Albany, beginning to excuse himself for any
share which Lear might suppose he had in the unkindness, Lear would not hear

him out, but in a rage ordered his horses o be scddled and set out with his
followers for the cbode of Regan, his other daughter.
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And Lear thought to himself, how small the fault of Cordelia (if it wes ¢ foult) now
appeared, in companson with her sister's, and he wept; and then he was
ashamed that such a creature as Gonerill should have so much power over his

manhood as to make him weep.
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Regan and her husband were keeping their court in grect pomp and state at
their palace: and Lear dispatched his servant Caius with letters to his daughter
that she might be prepcred for his reception, while he and his frain followed

after.
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But it seems that Gonerll had been beforehand with him, sending letters also to
Regan! accusing her father of waywardness and il humours, and advising her

not to receive so great a train as he was brnging with him,
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This messenger arrived at the same time with Caius, and Caius and he met: and
who should it be but Caius’s old enemy, the steward whom he had formerly tnp

up by the heels for his saucy behaviour to Lear.
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Caius not liking the fellow's look, and suspecting what he came for, began to
revile him and challenged him to fight, which the fellow refusing, Caius, in a fit of
honest passion, beat him soundly, as such a mischief-maker and camer of
wicked message deserved: which coming to the ears of Regan and her
husband, they ordered Caius to be put In the stocks, though he was o
messenger from the king, her father and in that character demanded the
highest respect: so that the first thing the king saw when he entered the castle

was his faithful servant Caius sitting in that disgraceful situation.
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This was but a bad omen of the reception which he was to expect: but ¢ worse
followed, when upon inquiry from .his daughter and her husband, he was told
they were weory with travelling all night, and could not see him: and when
lastly, upon his Insisting in @ positive and angry manner to see them, they came
to greet him, whom should he see in their company but the hated Gonerill, who
had come to tell her own story, and set her sister against the king her father!
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This sight much moved the old man, and still more to see Regan take her by the

hand: and he asked Gonerill it she was not ashamed to look upon his old white
beard?¢
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And Regan advised him to go home again with Gonenll and live with her
peaceably, dismissing half of his cttendaonts, ond to ask her forgiveness; for he
wa@as old and wanted discretion. and must be ruled and led by persons that had

more discretion than himself.
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And Lear showed how preposterous that would sound, if he were to down on his
knees, and beg of his own doughter for food and raiment, cnd he argued
against such an unnatural dependence; declarng his resolution never to retum
with her, but to stay where he was with Regan, he had his hundred knights: for
he said that she had not forgot the half of the kingdom which he had endowed
her with, and thct her eyes were not fierce like Gonerill's but mild and kind.
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And he said thot rather than return to Gonerill with half his train cut oft, he would
go over to France, and beg a wretched pension of the king there who had

mamed his youngest daughter without a portion.
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But he was mistaken in expecting kinder treatment of Regan than he hcd
expernenced from her sister Gonerill. As if willing to outdo her sister in unfilial
behaviour, she declared that she thought fifty knights too many to wait upon
him: that five-and-twenty were enough.
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Then Lear, nigh heartbroken, turned to Gonenll ond soid that he would go back
with her, for her fifty doubled five-onc twenty, and so her love was twice Qs
much as Regan’s. But Gonerill excused herself and said, what need of so many
as five-and-twenty? Or even ten? or five?
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when he might be waited upon by her servants, or her sisters servants¢ So these
two wicked daughters, as if they strove to exceed each other in cruelty to therr
old father who had been so good to them, by little and little would hove
abated him of all his tram, cll respect (little enough for him that once
commanded a kingdom) which was left to him to show that he had once been

a king!
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Not thot ¢ splendid train is essential to happiness. but from a king to a beggar is
a hard change., from commanding millions to be without one attendant; and it
was the ingrahtude in his daughter's denying it, more than what he would suffer
by the want of it, which pierced the poor old king to the hearts insomuch that
with this double ill usage, and vexation for having so foolishly given away @
kingdom, his wits began to be unsettied, and while he said he knew not what,
he vowed revenge against those unnatural hags, and to make examples of

them that should be a terror to the earth!
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While he was thus idly threatening what his weak arm could never execute,

night came on, and a loud storm of thunder and lightning with rain; and his
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daughters still persisting in their resolution not to admit his followers, he called for
his horses, and chose rather to encounter the utmost fury of the storm abroad.

than stay under the same roof with these ungrateful daughters: and they scying
that the injunes which willful men procure to themselves are their just punishment

suffered him to go in that condition, and shut ther doors upon him.
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The winds were high, and the rain and storm increased, when the old man
salied forth to combat with the elements, less sharp than his daughter's
unkingness. For many miles about there was scorce o bush; and there upon @
heath, exposed to the fury of the storm in a dark night, did king Lear wander out,
and dety the winds and the thunder: and he bid the winds to blow the earth
INto the seaq, or swell the waves of the sea till they drowned the earth, that no

token might remain of any such ungrateful animals as man.
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The old king was now left with no other companion than the poor fool, who still
abided with him, with his memry conceits stnving to out jest misfortune, saying, if
was but a naughty night to swim in, and truly the king had better go in and sk
his daughters blessing,

"But he that has @ littie tiny wit,
With heigh ho, the wind and the rain!

Must make content with his fortunes fit
Though the rain it raineth every day,”

And swearing it was ¢ brave night to cool a lady’s pride.
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Thus poorly accompanied this once great monarch was found by his ever
faithful servant, the good earl of Kent now transformed to Caius, who ever
followed close at his side, though the king did not know him to be the earl; and
he said, "Alas! Sir, are you here?¢ Crectures that love night, love not such nights
as these. This drecdful storm has dnven the beagsts to ther hiding-places. Man's

nature cannot endure the affliction or the fear.”
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And Lear rebuked him and said, these lesser evils were not felt where a grecter

malady was fixed.
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When the mind is at ease, the body has leisure to be delicate; But the tempest in
his ming did take all feeling else from his senses. but of that which becgt at his
heart. And he spoke of filial ingratitude, ond said it was all one as if the mouth
should tear the hand for lifting food to it; for parents were hands and food and

everything to children.
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But the good Caius still is persisting in his entreaties that the king would not stay
out Iin the open arr, at last persuaded him to enter a little wretched hovel which
stood upon the heath, where the fool first entering, suddenly ran back terrified,

saying that he had seen a spint.
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But upon examination this spirnt proved to be nothing more than a poor Bedlam-
beggar, who had crept into this deserted hovel for shelter, and with his talk
about devils fnghtened the fool, one of those poor lunatics who are either mad
or feign to be so, the better to extort chanty from the compassionate country-

people, who go about the country, caling themselves poor Tom and poor Truly
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good, saying, 'Who gives anything to poor Tom#¢" sticking pins and nails and
springs of rosemary into their crms to make them bleed And with such homble
actions, pcertly by prayers and partly with lunatic curses, they move or temfy the

ignorant country-folks into giving them alms
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This poor fellow was such a one; cnd the king seeing him in so wretched a plight,
with nothing but a blanket about his Lions to cover his nakedness, could not be
persuaded but that the fellow was some father who had given all away to his

daughters, and brought himself to that pass: for nothing he thought could bnng

a man to such wretchedness but by having unkind doughters.
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And from this and many such wild speeches which he uttered. the good Caius
plainly perceived that he was not in his perfect mind, but that his daughters’ ill
usage had really made him go mad. And now the loyalty of this worthy earl of
Kent showed itself in more essential services than he had hitherto found

opportunity to perform
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For with the assistance of some of the king's attendants who remacined loyal, he
had the person of his royacl master removed at doybreck to the castle of Dover,
where his own friends and influence, as earl of Kent, chiefly lay: and himself
embarking for France, hastened to the court of Cordelia, and did there in such
moving terms represent the pitiful condition of her royal fother, and stated In
such lively colours the inhumanity of her sisters, that this good and loving child
with many tecrs besought the king her husbeond that he would give her leave to
embark for England with a sufficient power to subdue these cruel daughters and
ther husbands and restore the king, her tather, to his throne which being

gronted, she set forth, and with a royal army londed at Dover
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Lear, having by some chance escaped from the guardians which the good earl
of Kent had put over him to take care of him in his lunacy, was found by some of
Corgdelia’s frain, wandernng about the fields necr Dover in a piticble condition,
stark mad and singing aloud to himself with a crown upon his hecd which he

had made of straw, nettles and other wild weeds that he had picked uvp in the

corn-fields.
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By the advice of the physicians, Cordelia, though earnestly desirous-of seeing
her father, was prevailed upon to put off the-meeting, till, by sleep cnd the -
operation of herbs which they gove him, he should be-restored to-greater
composure. By the aid of these skillful physicians, to whom Cordelia promised all
her gold and jewels for the recovery of the old king, Lear was soon in @

condition to see his daughter,
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A tender sight it was to see the meeting between the father and the daughter:
o see -the struggles between the joy of this poor old king at beholding again his
once darling child, cnd the shame at receiving such filial kindness from her
whom he had cast off for so small g fagult in his displeasure; both these passions
struggling with the remains of his malady, which in his half-crazed brain
sometimes made him that he scarce remembered where he was, or who it was

that so kindly kissed him and spoke to him: and then he would beg the standers-
by not to laugh at him, iIf he were mistaken in thinking this lady to be his

daughter Cordelg!
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And then to see him fall on his knees to beg pardon of his child; and she, good
lady, kneeling all the while to ask a blessing of him, and telling him that it did not

become him to kneel, but it was her duty, for she was his child, his frue and very
child, Cordela!
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And she kissed him (as she said) to kiss awagy all her sister's unkindness and said
that they might be ashamed of themselves to tum their old kind father with his
white beard out into the cold ar, when her enemy’s dog, though it had bit her
(as she prettily expressed it,) should have stayed by her fire such a night as that,
and warmed himseilt.
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And she told her father how she had come from France with @ purpose to bring
him " assistance; and he said, that she must forget and forgive, for he was olc
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and foolish, and did not know what he did; but thaot to be sure she hocd great
cause not to love him, but her sisters had none. Ang Cordelia said that she had
NO cause. no more than they had.
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S0 we will leave this old king in the protection of this dutiful and loving child,
where, by the help of sleep and medicine, she and her physicians gt length
succeeded in winding up the unturned and jamng senses which the cruelty of
his other daughters had so violently shaken. Let us return to say a word or ftwo
about those cruel caughters,
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These monsters of ingratitude, who had been so false to ther own father, could
not be expected to prove more faithful to their own husbands. They soon grew
ined of paying even the cppearance of duty and cffection, and in an open
way showed they had fixed ther loves upon another. it happened that the
object of their guilty loves was the scme.
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It was Edmund, ¢ natural son of the late earl of Gloucester, who by his
freachernies had succeeded in disinhenting his brother Edgar, the lawful heir from
his earldom, and by his wicked practices was now earl himself. c wicked man,
and @ fit object for the love of such wicked creatures as Gonerill cnd Regan.
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It faling out about this time that the duke of Cornwall, Regan'’s husband, died,
Regan immediately declared her intention of wedding this ecr of Gloucester,
which rousing the jeclousy of her sister, to whom as well cs to Regan this wicked
earl had at sundry times professed love, Geonerll found means to make away
with her sister by poison: but being detected in her practices and impnsoned by
her husband, the duke of Albany for this deed and for her guilty passion for the

ear which had come to his ears, she in ¢ fit of disappointed love and rage
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shortly put an end to her own life. Thus the justice of Heaven at last overtook

these wicked daughters.
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While the eyes of all men were upon this event, adminng the justice displayed in
their deserved deaths, the same eyes were suddenly taken off from this sight to

admire at the mystenous ways of the same power in the melancholy fate of the

young and virtuous daughter, the lady Cordehla, whose good deeds did seem
to deserve g more fortunate conclusion: but it 1s an awful truth, that innocence

and piety are not alwagys successtul in this world.
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The forces which Gonerill and Regan had sent cut under the command of the
bad ecrl of Gloucester were victornious, and Cordeliq, by the practices of this
wicked earl, who did not like that any should stond between him and the
throne, ended her hife in prison, thus Heaven took this innocent lady to itself in
her young years, after showing her to the world an illustrious example of filial

duty. Lear did not long survive this kind child.
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Before he died, the good earl of Kent, who had still attended his old master's
steps from the first of his daughters' ill-usage to this scd penod of his decay, tried
to mgoke him understand thot it was he who had followed him under the name

of Cavs:
gL e b furadiet & s A ST hdee i L s
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But Lear’s care-crazed brain at that time could not comprehend how that could

be, or how Kent and Caius could be the same person: so Kent thought it
needless to trouble him with explanctions at such, a time; and Leor soon after
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expinng, this faithful servant to the king, between acge and grief for his old

master's vexations, soon followed him to the grave.
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How the judgement of heaven overtook the bad earl of Gloucester whose
treasons were discovered and himself stain in single combat with his brother, the
lawful earl and how Gonerll's husband, the duke of Albany, who was innocent
of the death of Cordelia and had never encouraged his lady in her wicked
proceedings against her father, ascended the throne of Bntain after the death
of Lear, is needless here to narrate; Lear and his Three Doughters being dead,

whose adventures glone concern our story,
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New Vocabulary

Meanings

Decreqgse, lessen

Alteration Change

Assure To make sure

m Wonder. surprise. amozement

Banished Dismissed, terminated, exiled

Be-sought Requested

Bestow Gront, give

Bestow Grant, give without return

Breeding Rearing, bringing up

Burden Load

Combat Fight against foe

Conciliated To make friends, to gain or win
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Consequences | Ouicomes, resulls

Consideration | Meditation, deep thinking

I T
e

Discreetly To say in a careful manner

Disposal Distnbute, give awaQy

e T
e e
B
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Esteemed Respected, honored

Expensive Costly, deor

I
Thought, idea, imagination

(o e
I

“ Mad-like, crazy, lunotic
m o become displeased, annoyed, angry

“ Profit, advantage
m Frightful, horrile, extremely ugly

Hinder To become an obstacle or bamer

Honouvr Respect, to hold in esteem

Imprudence Foohshness, stupidity
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Incensed king | Angry king, displeased and furious king

Inconvenient Not comfortable

e
e
e

Liberty Freedom

Lloyal Faithful, obedient

e
e
e
e
e e
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Obligation Duty to be performed

Obstinacy Haughtiness, stubbom ctfitude, rude

e e
I T S
I e S
I

Preposterous Inverted, contrary to the order of nature

Pretend To mgke g fgke show

N
I
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Reftracted To drow back, to revoke

Revenve Finance

e e
T e

Strove Iried, struggled, made effort

Suspicions Doubts

e
I
e
e
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To pledge, camy on, engage in

Marry

m Anger. indignation

STUDY QUESTIONS

Recalling

1k How many daughters king Lear had. What were their names?

Ans: King Lear had three daughters. Their names were Goneril, Regan, and

Cordelia.

2. What did the old king decide to do before his death?

Ans: King Lear was worn out of the affairs of government. He wanted to take no
further part in State affairs, The King decided to assign the responsibility of the
State cffairs to the young generation before his death.

(OR)

Before his death, the old king decided to hand over the control of his kingdom

to his three daughters, Gonerl, Regan and Cordela, dividing the lands cmong
the three of them, with the daughter who loves him the most receiving the

largest part of the country,

3. How did the king test the love and loyalty of his daughters?

Ans: The King tested the love and loyalty of his daughters by asking them to

express their love for him.
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(OR)

Before assigning his daughters, the responsibility King Lear wanted to test the
love and loyalty of his daughters. With this intention he called his three
daughters to know from their own lips which of them loved him most. On the

basis of ther love he wished to give them share.

4, Why did the king disinherit Cordelia?

Ans: The king disinhentec Cordelia beccuse he mistakenly got the impression by
her straight forward, honest reply (i.e. she loved him as her duty as a daughter

required but no more) that she did not love him at all.
(OR)

when Cordelic told the King that she loved his majesty accoraing to her duty,
neither more nor less. The King was shocked to hear her words and asked her to
mend his speech, Cordelia could not speak as her sisters had do'ne. The King
took her words as pride and disinhents Cordelia.

5. How did Goneril and Regan treat that old king, their father?

Ans: Gonerill cnd Regan teated the old king, their father badly. His elder
daughter said that his staying in her polace was inconvenient so long as he
insisted vupon keeping up an establishment of hundred knights. It was useless and
expensive, He should lessen their number the old king went to other daughter
Regan she did not receive him but advised him to go with Gonerill, dismissing

half of his attendants and to ask her forgiveness.
(OR]}

Gonernl and Regan treated that old king, i.e. their father very badly. They
insulted and abused him. Soon after hanging over his entire kingdom to them,
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when Lear moved to Gonernl's palace, she told Lear that he needed a smaller
troop, more decorous in behaviour and better suited to the king's rank and age.
At this, the king got very angry and Goneril tumed out S0 of his retinue.
Afterwards, when the king arived at Regan’s, he realized that she had joined
Goneril in seeking to reduce his authornty.

é. What role did the Earl of Kent, Caius play in the play, king Lear?

Ans: The Earl of Kent Caius played the role of confident to the king in the ploy
'King Lear. When his attempts to protect Lear from his own reckless nature failed.
Kent assumed the guise of an ordinary man and resolved to protect his king. He
was a man defined by integrnty, whose goodness was immeasurable, as was his
love for his king. In rejecting Albany's offer to rule the kingdom with Edgar, Kent
revealed that he would soon join his king in death. Clearly, Kent felt that his job
on the earth was to serve his king. and with that job now ended. he anticipated

his own death.
(OR)

when the king left, the house of her daughter, it was night, ¢ loud storm of
thunder and lightning with rain. There was no one with him but a poor fool. It was
his ever-faithful servant the eor of Kent, He was now transformed to Caius. The
king did not know him to be the earl. He persuaded the king to enter a hovel.
The fool entered first. He ran back saying that there was a spint but it was a

beggar who had come there for shelter. The king was not in perfect mind. When
It was day breck, he removed the king to the Castle of Dover, with the help of

some loyal attendants. He went to France ond reached the court of Cordelia.

He told Cordelia the pitiable condition of the king.

7. How did cordelia take care of her father in his last days?
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Ans: King Lear escaped from the castle of Dover. Cordelia’s frain found him
wondering about the fields near Dover. He was not in senses. Cordelia promised
physician all her gold’s and jewels tor the recovery of the king. Lear was soon in
condition to see his daughter By the help of sleep and her physicians at length
succeeded in winding up the unturned and jamng senses which were violently

shoken.
(OR]

Cordelia took great care of her father in his last days. She showed great
compassion and concern for her father unlike her sisters, and even more in
helping him get better when he lost his mind due to the disloyalty and cruelty of
his other two daughters. By that time Cordelia’s sympathy and love at this point

offered the audience a sense of hope for the future for Lear.

8. Who was Edmund and whom he wanted to marry?

Ans: Edmund was Gloucester's younger illegitimate son and an opportunist,
whose ambitions led him to form ¢ union with Gonernl and Regan. In a real

sense, money was important to hm than mamage with any of the two sisters.
(OR])

Edmund was son of the late earl of Gloucester, He succeeded in disinhenting his
brother Edgar, the lawful heir from his earldom by his treachernes. He wanted to
marry Regan.

9. Why did Goneril decide to kill Regan by poison?

Ans: When Regaon declared that she intends to marry the earl of Gloucester,
Gonerill became jeclous of her sister becouse this earl has professed love to her
several fimes. She killed Regan by Poison.

www.topstudyworld.com



www.topstudyworld.com English

(OR)

Gonerl decided to kill Regan by poison because she felt jealous of her for

marrrying Edmund who was the common object of their guilty love.

10. Why did Goneril put an end to her life?

Ans: Gonerill was being detected in her practices and imprisoned by her
husband for this deed and guilty passions for the earl. She in a fit of disappointed

love and rage put on end to her own life.
(OR)

Gonernl put an end to her own life in a fit of disappointed love and rage when
her husband, after getting to know of her evil practices in general and the

murder of her sister that she committed, imprisoned her.

11. Who ascended the throne of Britain after the death of king Lear?

Ans: Albany, Goneril's husband, who had never supported his wite in her evil

practices, ascended the throne of Bntain after the death of King Lear
(OR)

The duke of Albany ascended o the throne of Bntain

Interpreting

12. How should old parents be treated specially in their old age?

Ans: Old parents should be treated specially in their old age just as Cordelio
treated her father King Lear with infinite love and devotion. Respect for elders IS
essenfial. We might end up with an eternal punishment if we treat our elders in a
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way which may break their hearts This is evident from the contemptuous deaths

of Gonenl and Regan
(OR)

The old parents should be treated kindly in their old age. They should be given
special care and attendance.

13. "Greed is the root of all evils” does this maxim apply to Goneril and Regan,
the daughters of king Lear?

Ans: Yes. the maxim. "Greed is the root of all evils” gpplies quite gppropriately to
Gonernl and Regan. who show no end of their greed and deceive ther father

because of ther greed and power hunger.
(OR]

This maxim applies to Gonerll and Regan. Both the sisters were greedy. They did
not care of their real father in the pursuit of the greed.

14. How was Cordelia rewarded for her innocent nature?

Ans: It 1s an awtul truth that Innocence and piety are not always successful in this
world. The forces of Cordelic were defeated by the forces of Gonernll and

Regan and of Gloucester ended the life of Cordelia in prison.
(OR]}

Cordelia was rewarded for her innocent nature, firstly when the King of France
marmed her by gppreciating her virtues, and secondly, when she got the
opportunity of looking after her father and winning his great favour by her deep

devotion to him.
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Extending

15. How can we lead a life free of greed and avarice?

Ans: We can lead a life free of greed and avarice if we follow the teachings of
Islam. Islam teaches us to honour the nghts of others. To be honest and dutiful.

We should be faithful to one another. Islam creates fear of God in us and we try
to avoid bad things and thinking.

16. Write a story to illustrate that "Greed is a curse”.

Ans: A STRANGE HEN

Once there lived a man in a town. He was very poor, but at the same
time, he was very ambitious. He kept on dreaming about good happy times. He
prayed to God to make him nch. He thought that weclth would become G
source of satisfaction for him, Anyhow, his proyer was accepted. One doy he
found that his hen had laid a golden egg. He was overjoyed. He sold that
golden egg and got plenty of money. The hen laid a golden egg every third
day.

After a few months he became ¢ very nch man of the town. Everyone
envied his fortunes, but he was not satisfied. He kept on dreaming cbout even

happier times. Wealth had, in fact, made him greedy and unwise.

He made o foolish plan. He wished to get all the eggs at one time. He
thought that In this way he would become the nchest man of the town. He told
this plan to his wife. She was a sensible woman. She asked him to be satisfied
with whatever he had. She further told him to patiently wait for better times. The

maon did not accept her advice. Greed had made him insagne, He wanted to be
the richest man of the town in ¢ short time. So he continued with his plan.

Next day he killed the hen, hoping that he would get many eggs of gold
from the hen. He was overjoyed to think that soon he would have a lot of
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wealth, But he was shocked to find that there was only one egg in the belly of
the hen. He became sad and gloomy. He felt Sorry for his foolish act but it was
too late. He himself brought his fortune to ruins, Impatience and greed for
money had made him crazy and foolish. What he had done could not be

vndone.

The greedy fellow was ashcmed by everyone for what he had done. His
family and friends started cursing him. He had got a golden opportunity, but he
spoiled it because of his unwise and greedy nature. At the end he did realize his
folly, but then it was too late.

Morals: Greed is a curse. | Haste makes waste.

It is useless to cry over spilt milk.

GREED IS CURSE

Once there lived three fnends in ¢ cCity, They were fast fnends. One day
they decided to go on a picnic to the counfryside. They planned their joumey
and set out early in the moming. They reached the river side and fixed their
encampment. They spent the whole day in enjoying the becautful scenes

nature.

In the noon. gs they were returning to their comp. they found a bag of full
of gold. They were very hoppy to have such ¢ huge treasure. They were much
excited. They decided to share this gold equally among them. Now they felt
hungry. One of them was sent to nearby village to bring food. As he was gone,
the other two friends decided to kill him and have more share in gold. Their

greedy nature would not think of any other option,

The fiend who went to village to bring food was greedy too. He poisoned
the food to kill other two frends and to have all the gold himself. As soon as he
came back, the other two fnends killed him, Then they ate the food with peace
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and delight, After eating the poisoned food, they met their maker. The gold was
still there. It was of no use for them,

Moral: Greed is Curse.
Oral Activity
. The students should be asked, If possible, to play the role of King Lear and

other characters and present the plcy on the stage.

. The students should be directed to express the views of different

characters in their own words.
Writing Skills

1. Write the character sketch of King Lear.

Ans: Character sketch of King Lear:

King Lear is ¢ complex character, exhibiting both rational and irational
behavior. He is getting older, and as such wants to distnbute his kingdom equally
between his three daoughters. Somewhat eccentnc in his desires and beliefs, as
well as his expectations, Lear puts a condition on the egual distnbution of his
kingdom.

He wants an open expression of love and respect from each of his
doughters, as proof that they are deserving of their inhentance. When he does
not get what he wants from Corcelia, the daughter that really loves hm, he
disinherits her on the spot. This behavior illustrates King Lear's shortsighted view

on love and his misinterpretation of respect.

He expects to be honored and respected by his other two daughters, so
when he divides the kingdom between them, he is unprepared for the way that
he is tfreated. He is shocked by the lack of regard his daughters have for his

needs, he still wants to be obeyed, even though he is no longer in charge. This
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leads to despondency and the beginning of madness for the King, as he feels

like a misfit, an unwanted, unloved reject.

“Despite his tragic hubns, King Lear is a commanding figure. He is
presented to us by Shakespecare as a majestic monarch at the pinnacle of his
power. His stately presence is ushered into view by the pomp and trumpets. We
soon learn that during his lengthy tenure as the recl-et sovereign, Leor has

served well, adding to the commonwealth's prospenty ong estate.”
(OR])
Character sketch of King Lear:

The aging king of Bntain and the protagonist of the play. Lear is used to
enjoying absolute power and to being flattered, and he does not respond well
to being contradictec or challenged. At the beginning of the play, his values
are notably hollow—he priontizes the appearance of love over actual devotion
and wishes to maintain the power of a king while unburdening himself of the
responsibility. Nevertheless, he inspres loyalty in subjects such as Gloucester,

Kent, Cordelia, and Edgar, all of whom risk their lives for him.

2 What do you know about the characters of Gonerill and Regan, the selfish
daughters of King Lear.

Ans: Characters of Gonerill:

Lear's ruthless oldest daughter and the wife of the duke of Albany. Goneril
s jealous, tfreacherous, and amoral. Shakespeare’s audience would have been
particularly shocked at Gonenl's aggressiveness, a quality that it would not have
expected in a female character. She challenges Lear's authonty, boldly initiotes

an affair with Edmund, and wrests military power away from her husband.

Characters of Regan:
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Lear's middle daughter and the wife of the duke of Cornwall Regaon is as
ruthless as Goneril and ¢s aggressive in all the same ways. In fact, it is difficult to
think of any quality thet distinguishes her from her sister. When they are not
egging each other on to further acts of cruelty, they jealously compete for the
same man, Edmund.

3. Describe why do you like Cordelia. What were her chief qualities?

Ans. Cordelia’s chief charactenstics are devotion, kindness, beauty, and
honesty—honesty to ¢ fault, perhaps. She is contrasted throughout the play with
Gonerl and. Regan, who are neither honest nor loving, and who manipulate
their father for their own ends. By refusing to take part in Lear's love test at the
beginning of the play, Cordelia establishes herself as a repository of virtue, and
the obvious authenticity of her love for Lear. makes clear the extent of the king's
error in banishing her, For most of the middle section of the play. she is offstage,
but as we cbserve the depredctions of Goneril and Regan and watch Lear's
descent into madness, Cordgelia is never far from the audience’s thoughts, and
her beauty is venerably described in religious terms. Indeed, rumors of her retumn
to Brtain begin to surface almost immedictely, and once she lands at Dover, the
action of the play begins to move towarg her, ¢s all the chaoracters converge
on the coast. Cordelia’s reunion with Lear marks the agpparent restoration of
order in the kingdom and the tnumph of love and forgiveness over hatred and
spite. This fleeting moment of familicl happiness makes the devastating finale of
King Lear that much more cruel, as Cordelia, the personification of kindness and
virtue, becomes q literal sacrifice to the heartlessness of an apparently unjust
world.

4. Write the summary of the play "King Lear"?

Ans: Summary of the play "King Lear”

www.topstudyworld.com



www.topstudyworld.com English

Willicm Shakespeare’s fragic drama King Lear is among the most
frequently read. performed and studied of Shakespeare's plays. The play's
themes of injustice, the-consequences of rash decisions, and the ways that_ the
hunger for power can corrupt people continue to resonate with readers, cntics
and viewers after more than four centunes. So, does the radical character

transformation that Lear undergoes during the play.

The play opens with Lear, the elderly king of Bntain, deciding to effectively
retwre and divide his kingdom evenly between his three daughters: Regan,
Goneril and Cordelia. Before dividing his kingdom, Lear asks for each of his
daughters to demonstrate the extent of their love for him in words. Regan and
Goneril, Lear’s oldest daoughters, offer bold, over-the-top assertions of their love
for their fother, However, Lear's youngest and more beloved daughter Cordelio,
remains silent and explains that she could never put the extent of her love for
her father into words. Cordelia’s refusal to vocalize her love sends Lecr into a fit
of rage and he exiles her from the kingdom. Cordelia quickly accepts an ofter of
mamage from the king of France and leaves the kingdom.

Regan and Goneril soon betray therr father anc take away all of his
remaining political power, The betrayal of his oldest daughters dnives Lear to
insanity He flees from his kingdom and wanders the countryside dunng a violent
thunderstorm, with his Fool and Kent, a disguised nobleman who remains loyal to
Lear, in his company. While wandernng the countryside during the storm, Lear
comes to rechze not only the Iremendous power of nature, but also his
insignificance - and the insignificance of cll people regordiess of their positions in
life - in comparison to it, Stripped of his political power and weaglth and left
homeless and insane, Lear comes to truly recognize and sympathize with the
plights of the poor and homeless throughout his kingdom and realizes the
fremendous social and economic disparity that exists throughout his kingdom.
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At the same time, Gloucester, an elderly nobleman, is tncked by his
llegitimate son Edmund into believing that Edgar. his legitimate son, 1s conspinng
to have him killec. Gloucester realizes that Lear's oldest daughters have
betrayed their father and decides to come to Lear's aid, which leads to Regan
and her husband blinding him and sending him off to wander the countryside.
Gloucester, however, is accompanied by Edgar, who disguises himself as o
beggar and leacds him to Lear, Cordelic eventually leacds a French army to
Britain to rescue her father and restore him to power. The British army, however,
quickly subdgues the French forces. Cordelia and Lear are imprnsoned by the
British, although the two are able to reconnect. Lear comes to reclize the true
extent of Cordelia’s love for him. The play concludes on a number of fragic
notes: Gloucester dies, Edgor kills Edmund. Gonenl poisons Regan and then
commits suicide, Cordelia is executed by the British, cnd Lear dies from gnef

after realizing that the daughter who truly loved him is dead.

Language Study (Grammair)

What is an essay?

The word "essay" comes from the French essai, a fry or attempt. The essay
IS an attempt to communicate information, opinion or feeling and usually i
presents an argument about ¢ topic. In the educational context, an essay iIs an
exercise that gives the student an opportunity to explore and clanfy thoughts
abovut a subject. In the larger world the essay cppears in the newspopers as
opinion articles, editorigls, reviews and the more thorough commentary on

news.
The structure of an essay

An essay is a collection of paragraphs but a composition of more than
one paragraph is not necessarily an essay. In developing an essay, the wnter
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starts with a thesis statement, which is generally part of the intfroduction and
mcy make up the whole first paragraph. Then the writer develops the thesis in o
series of reloted paragraphs, usuclly called the body of the essay. Often, each
paragraph has its own individual topic sentence. The conclusion, which may
restate the theses or summary of the essay; important points, is usually found In
the final paragraph. The structure of an essay may be presented as follows.

Introductory paragraph Motivator

Thess statement

First body paragraph specific support

specific support

specific support

Second body poragraph Topic sentence
specific support
specific support

specific support

Third body paragraph Topic sentence
specific support
specific support

specific support

Concluding paragraph Reworded Thesis

Clincher

In a longer piece of writing. such as an essay, the main ideag is called the thesis
(rather than the topic). The thesss is usually stated in one or more sentences
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called the thesis statement. Like the topic sentence of a paragraph, the thesis

statement is often placed near the beginning of an essay. In the sample essay

that follows. the thesis is stated in the opening paragraph.

Thesis Statement

Topic sentence of Paragraph 2 (ltalics)

Topic sentence of paragroph 3 (italics)

Topic sentence of paragroph 4 (italics)

Scientists all agree that packages are

very necessary. They also agree thaot
packages are a problem. But they do not

agree on what to do about it.

There is the maoke-it-attrachve group.

These designers concentrate on making

the package so interesting that the buyer
cannot bnng himself to part with it - thus

keeping it ou! of the trash.

Nex! three are the no-pockage-package
groups. They have ideas like spraying o
protein cooting denved from corm, on
foods to protect them against loss of
vitamins and spoilage.

In the no -package-package group is G
new type of glass that moy be the
answer 1o | the 26 billion botties thrown
away every year. The glass is coated on
the inside as well as on the outside by ©
water resistant film. Then the bottle is

smashed, the glass will dissolve in

loin water.
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Topic sentence of Paragraph 5 (itokcs) Another n-package is the plastic bag
used 1o hold laundry bleach or bluing.
Tossed into the laundry, it dissolves before
the washing is finished. But the prize will

go 10 the scientist who can come p with

a container thaot i1s as successful as the ice

cream cone.

Notice that in the paragraph the development is camed out in g series of
sentences. In the essay, the development is camed out in a series of
paragraphs. Notice also that how each poragraph has its own individual topic
sentence. When you write an essay, keep in mind the concepts of unity,
coherence, order cnd completeness. Each parcgraph should be related to the
thesis. The thesis and the main idea of each paragraph should be expressed
clearly. The paragraphs should be arranged in ¢ logical order. And the thesis
should be developed fully enough so that you reader understands the idea you

are expressing.

The thesis statement gives the essay its focus, and for the essoy to stay
focused, the thesis must be clear and manageable. When you formulate thesis
statement, you will probably begin ¢t a general level - for instance, you might
decide that your thesis will have something to do with cricket. The next step will
be to narrow your focus to, perhaps, one day or test crncket matches. But you
cannot cover everything about one-day or test mctches in an essay of only @
few pages or formulate an effective thesis statement on such a broad topic. So
you will have to continue to narrow your focus until you amve at something you
can handle. Perhaps, in the end. your thesis statement will be something like
"One - day cricket matches gave cricket something that was missing from test
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matches -thnill.” You will then have a manageable controlling idea- -you will be
able to develop and write clearly and fully

Expenenced wrnters may place the thesis statement in later paragraphs or
at the end of esscy. They may indeed, only imply the thesis. For your own writing,
the important point to remember is that an effective essay has a clear thesis
statement, just s ¢ well-made parcgraph has ¢ topic sentence. When you cre
reading, your task is to discover the writer's thesis. When you cre writing, your
task 1s to make your own thesis as clear as possible to your reader. And your best
strategy. initially, is to state your thesis at or near the beginning of your essay.

Writing the Thesis

A thesis statement is one of the greatest unifying aspects of an essay. It
should act as mortar, holding together the various bricks of an essay,
summarnizing the main point of the essay "in a nutshell’, and pointing toward the
development of the essay. Often a thesis statement will be expressed in G
sentence or two. The thesis statement can help "'map” an essay as it suggests an
order or direction for the essay’s development, A thesis statement, for example,
might recd;

John Holts; essay, "Three disciplines for children.” discuss, three types of
disciplines which children learn as part of their growing up.

The following sentence could continue

These disciplines include Discipline of Nature or Reality, the Discipline of

Culture or Society ang the Discipline of Superior Force.

In this example, the thesis statement suggests an obvious path for
development of the essay. The reader would expect the wnter to logically
discuss the three types of disciplines, preferably, in three paragraphs.
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Writing an Effective Thesis
How? Why?

A good thesis statement often answers "how” and "why” questions. You

may encounter a thesis statement that reads:

() The lifestyle of arural teencger is very different from the lifestyle of most

uroan teenagers.

So what?¢ Why should a reader continue? In what way are the lifestyles of the

youngsters different? Better version of this statement might be:

(b) Because of the relative freedom enjoyed by young people in cities today,
the lifestyle of urban teenagers i1s very different from the lifestyle of teens in the

villages. This at least says why the cifference exists,

(c) A young person in the villages has very different expectations about
mamage. family and personal freedom that do young adults in the cities today.
This version of the statement emphasizes the rural, not urban, teenager, but it still

does not present an argument to be defended.

(d) A young person in the villages has few options for mamage, family and

personal prnvacy ondc freedom than do urban young adult tocay.,

The essay could go on to support what the "options’ were and why they were
imited. However, the following even more detailed version of this thesis could

"'map” the essay for a recder:

(e) Most young people In the villages, who cre considered young but
responsible adults by the age of eighteen, have fewer social choices when
compared to urban teenagers. Unless they follow a career, rural teenagers have
to content with an aranged mamage ond bearing children whereas young
people in big towns and cities now consider such things as violation of their

personal privacy or freedom.

www.topstudyworld.com



www.topstudyworld.com English

Note: how this statement takes more than a single sentence to make its point.
Both of the thesis statements above (d and e) are improvement because they
do not smply state the obvious. they give a reason why or how we can accept
the thesis statement.

EXERCISE (1)

Writing thesis Statements-|

Directions: Most of the following thesis statements are unccceptable because
they are too broad or too narrow. Label each thesis acceptable or
vunacceptable. Then revise each unacceptable thesis to make it suitable for an

essay of about 250 words.

Example:

Topic: Abottabad is a nice place to visit,
Theses statement:

Its nearness to beautiful summer resorts, its cultural varnety and the
absence of a language barrier make Abbottabad an attractive choice for a

family vacation especially, during the summer
l. The lack of health insurance is ruining everyone’s life.

2. A microwave oven used 70 to 80 percent less electncity than o
conventionol oven,

3. Pollution is ruining the world.
4. FInding a good apartment can be difficult.
D Some people dislke travelling.

6. Some people like science fiction movies, and some people prefer other
kinds.

7. Many things can be done to make our city better.
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8. Some colleges are modifying their financial aid programs.

9 Although most of us would rather not consider the possibility of our homes

catching fire. we must prepare our tfamilies for such an emergency.

EXERCISE (2)

Writing thesis statements-l|

Directions: Wnte thesis statements for the following topics. Be sure that each
topic is suitably narrow for an essay of about 250-300 words and that the thesis

statement shows a purpose and a point of view. Follow the example.
Example:

Topic: How the development of close malls has changed shopping Thesis
statement:

The development of closed malls has led to a revolution in the way
people shop, we can shop easily at night and in rough weather, we see G
greater vanety of goods than In a single store and we are encouraged to think

of shopping as fun rather than as a chore.

1. Topic: Talent
Ans: Thesis statement:

A talent (or gift, or aptitude) is the skill that someone has to do something
very well that people usually ike and that is difficult. Many believe that people

are bom with a certain talent and that only these selected individuals will be
successful. There are many talented people In the world. But for vanous reasons

man of us have yet to realize or fully express our talent.
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s B Topic: Someone | Can Count On

Ans: Thesis statement:

Someone that you can depend on unconditionally for support under ony
condition / circumstance / event. A person usually a fnend / accomplice / close
family member can be used In reference. They will always support you through
Thick or Thin Good or Bad, High or Low, basically at every juncture of life and

selflessly.
3. Topic: Travelling Alone

Ans: Thesis statement;

Iraveling alone is tough, trying and exhausting, but absolutely brlliant. Traveling

alone gives us the chance to indulge ourselves fully. Traveling alone have penls
too—such as safety concerns, loneliness and the dreaded single supplements.

But a little preparation and common sense can save money and get through

the rough spot.
4. Topic: Happiness

Ans: Thesis statement:

Happiness in ife does not depend on the quantity of things one has, but rather,
on the quality of contentment of one's heart because the happiest people on

earth are not the nchest,
5. Topic: College life
Ans: Thesis statement:

College life is the ifte when you start focusing on your career and become

serious towards what you want out of your life¢ your passion, your dreams. It 1S
the mixture of fnends, dramas_ emotions, leaming. It is the golden phase of your

life under which you are going to have so many opportunitfies to enhance
yourself.
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é. Topic: Breakfast

Ans: Thesis statement:

Starting off your day with a good healthy breakfast helps you maintain ¢ healthy

body weight and to be more produchve throughout your day.

7. Topic: A mountain Resort

Ans: Thesis statement:

A mountain resort is a place to holiday or vacation located in a mountainous
areq. The term incluges ski resorts where winter s olls inclugding skiing,
snowboarding, ice climbing and ice skating and practiced as well ¢s places
where summer activities such as mountain biking, mountain boarding and hiking

are pursved.
8. Topic: My Grandparent
Ans: Thesis statement;

Throughout my entire life there is not a ime when | can think that my
grandparents were not involved in my life. When thinking about my relationship
with grandparents there are many different things that comes to my mind. My

grandparents and | have clways been super close.
Y Topic: A personal loss
Ans: Thesis statement:

When | lost my mother back home in Peshawar. | felt like | was shouldenng the
whole world's weight, | felt like was being crushed with ¢ huge stone. My Mother

was everything to me and my family. My Mother.
10. Topic: Choosing A car

Ans: Thesis statement:
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Choosing a car these days can be ¢ hassle, There are so many advertisements
N the cutomobile industry trying to get you to but their vehicle. You end up
choosing a vehicle with a catchy advertising jingle or phrase. Then later come
to reclize you are not satisfied with your decision.

Intonation

The Tonic

The main stress usually comes on the Iast stressed word of g sentence.
Now we shall see how you can alter the whole meaning of a sentence simply by

shifting the point of main stress the TONIC, as it is called. In the sentence “Rashid
didn’t speak to Sahar”, the main stress will normglly be on “Schar”, holding the
istener’s attention nght to the end of the sentence. But if you alter the stress you

can imply all sorts of different meanings:

. Rashid didn’t speak to Sahar. (Ahmad did).

. Rashid didn’t speak to Sahar. (you've got it cll wrong)
. Rashid didn’t speak to Sahar, (he wrote to her)

. John didn't speak to Sahar, (he spoke to Fotima).

Notice how after the Tonic, what's left of the sentence stays at the same pitch,

with very little stress even on normally stressed syllables.

Practice shifting the Tonic yourself:

Are you coming to Mumrree wath us this summere Can you add something
to each sentence to explain the implication of the change of stress in the

sentence?

Sentence Rhythm
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Stressed syllables are louder and higher and longer than the unstressed

ones; e.g.. Chinese, competition, politics, etc.

The rule to remember: Within each phrgse, stresses come at regular
intervals of time.

Intonation |

Stress, rhythm and intonction are, if anything, more important for
communication than the correct pronunciation of individual sounds. The Tonic is

the syllable of greatest stress within an utterance. It is also the sylleble where
most ‘'movement” occurs. A sentence with the Tonic ¢t the end will look like this,
the voice rising on each stressed syllable cnd the falling slightly below the pitch it

was at before:
A farmer went trotting upon his grey mare.

The whole sentence seems to be dropping like a senes of small watertalls
towards the Tonic. This is called the "rise-fall” intonation pattemn. If the Tonic is the
last syllable in the sentence, the voice will side from high to low within that

syllable.
| bought some food. Jane’'s away.

If there are one or more unstressed syllables after the Tonic, the voice
drops on the following syllable and there is no further movement until the end of

the phrase or sentence.

| thought | saw a burglar.

| thought | saw an alligator.

This pattern is used for statements and for “wh-"-questions (what, when,

where, which, who, whom, whose, why, and - a bit of a cheat -how)- There is
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also ¢ plain “falling™ pattem, in which does not rise on the Tonic but remains fiat
and then falls either within the final syllable or on the following one:

| feel sick. It's snowing.

The difference between this and the first pattern is that if you use the
second you will sound distinctly bored or at the very least, lacking in enthusiasm.

EXERCISE (3)

when does the plane leave?

what's the time?2

Ten past two, deaor.

when does the plane leave?
Not until 6 quaorter to four.
Why did we get here so eorly?

Emily: Because you said we must allow plenty of time for traffic joms and

accidents.

wWhere's my briefcase? What have ou done with m briefcase?
s there, dear, between your feet.
Oh, yes. Here it is! Emily! Where are you going?

Emily: I'm going to ask that gentleman what they are announcing over the

lovdspeaker,

which gentleman, Emily? Who is he?¢
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‘ Emily: I | don't know. But he locked as though. \

Intonation |l

The fall-rise pattern:
(yes/no questions, requests for repetition, greetings)

The main movement in the sentence is still on the Tonic syllable, but this

time the voice falls on the Tonic and then nses. You use this pattermn o ask
questions that require an answer of "Yes" or "No"

(bought some food. Did you buy some food? | saw a burglar. Did you see @

burglar? | saw an alligator. Did you see an alligator?

Did you notice that the second pattern is, in fact, not the exact reverse of
the first¢ In the statement, once the voice has fallen after the Tonic, it stays ot
the same level, but in the guestion the voice continues to rise to the end of the
sentence. Be careful not to nse too sharply, especially if you have a lot to add

after the Tonic, or you'll end up In @ squeak!
Did you see an alligator in the bath at the party last night?

The fall-nse pattern is alsc used for greetings, the voice rising and falling on
the greeting, and then, on the name that follows falling a little more and rising

again sharply.
Hallo, Jane? Good evening, Mrs Biake.

You also use this tune with "“wh-" questions when you're asking for
information to be repeacted. The intonation here usually expresses shock or

anger, mplying, "l don't believe you!”

| saw your brother at the cinema last night. Where did you see him? At the

cinema! He was with Charlie Brown.
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Who was he with? Charlie Brown?

Intonation Il

(pausing in the middle, lists, doubt, apology, etc.)

Intonation 1s one of the means a speaker uses to send signals to the
istener, such as "Don’t interrupt me; | haven't fimshed yet’, or “That's cll for the
moment. Over to you.” If the speaker pauses in the ‘'middle of a sentence, he will

stop on a nsing tene to show you that he intends to continue.

| was about to put my hands inside the box...when | heard a ficking noise.

In the first part of the sentence, up to the pouse, the pattern is the
ordinary nse-fall one of statements, until you come to the Tonic, which has the
fall-nse tune. This fall-nise only on the Tonic is frequently used to express doubt,

hesitation or gpology. It can also imply: Can | help you?"
Well... 'm sorry. | think I've got it. Dr Mark’s secretary.

You use the fall-nse tune, too, when enumerating lists. Every item on your

st will have its own pattern, ecch one on the same level as the last:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday

If your list is complete, the final item will have the rise-fall pattem,

indicating to your listener that that's the Iot. This is called ¢ "closed™ list:
I'm free on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday.

If you want to show that you coulad go on but leave the rest to your
istener's iImaogination, you use the fall-nse pattern on the last item as well. This IS

caolled "open” list: I'm free on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday...

This implies questions, t00:

www.topstudyworld.com



www.topstudyworld.com

Are you free on Monday or Tuesday or Wednesday..? If you go to India / you

must see the TajMahal.

Yes. No. Excuse me.

We went to Rome and Athens and Beirut and Cairo, i can offer you tea or coffee

or hot chocolate. Syllable stress-

Exaggercte the stressing as much as you can.

Photography or politics?

What have you decided to do after college. Jeremy?

I'm gong 10 take up photography. Mr McKenzie's recommended the

Jeremy:

Jeremy:

Dionao:

Course gt the Inshiute. He believes | could moke g coreer gs

photographer.

Youll have 1o develop your own photographs. That requires technical
skills.

Jeremy you're not @ technician! And photographic matenais are very

expensive.

well, Diana, Mr McKenzie thinks there's a possibility | might win the
Observer competition. | sent in four entries. All the competitors are
amaoteurs, like myself. .

| detest competitions., | never agree with the decision of the judges!

I'm going to be g politician. | shall become the most distinguished

woman on the political scene!

I thought you hated competing! Don't tell me politics isn't competitive
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