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(Mr. Jinnah's presidential address to the Constituent Assembly of Pakistan)
(.,PJ/'A#L&"}L«/F:JCJL'I/@;KCR/’”)

Muhammad All Jinnah'’s 11th August Speech is one of the most famous
speeches made by Muhammad All Jinnah, the founding father of Pakistan and

known as the Quaid-i-Azam (Great Leader).
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Today, there is hardly a more contentious issue in Pakistan than the issue of
Jinnah’s vision. While Pakistan wgs created as a result of what could be
described as Indian Muslim nationalism, Jinnah was widely held as a competent
bamster who had once championed the cause of Hindu- Muslim Unity and @
United India.
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when the partition of India finally occurred, Jinnah, soon-to-be Governor
General of the Dominion of Pakistan, gave expression to his vision of Pakistan in
an address to the Constituent Assembly on August 11, 1947.
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He spoke of an inclusive and impcrticl government, religious freedom, rule of

law and equality for all. He also seemed to advocate the ideology of Pakistan:
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Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen!

VSN2 3 19

"l cordially thank you, with the utmost sincenty, for the honour you have
conferred upon me the greatest honour thot is possible to confer — by electing

me as your first President.
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| also thank those leaders who have spoken in appreciation of my services and
their personal references to me. | sincerely hope that with your support and your
co-operation, we shall make this Constituent Assembly an example to the world.

The Constituent Assembly has got two main functions to perform.
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The first is the very onerous and responsible task of frcming the future constitution
of Pakistan ondg the second of functioning as a full and complete sovereign
body as the Federal Legisiature of Pckistan. We have to do the best we can in
adopting a provisional constitution for the Federal Legislature of Pakistan.
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You know really that not only we ourselves are wondering but, | think, the whole
world is wondering at this unprecedented cyclonic revolution which has brought
about the plan of creating and establishing two independent sovereign
Dominions in this sub-continent. As it is, it has. been unprecedented; there is no

parollel in the history of the world.
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This mighty sub-continent with all kinds of inhabitants has been brought under @
plan which is fitanic, unknown, unparallieled. And what is very important with
regards to it, is that we have achieved it peacefully and by means of an
evolution of the greatest possible character.
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"Dealing with our first funchion in this Assembly, | cannot make any well-
considered pronouncement at this moment, but | shall say a few things as they

occur fo me.”
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The first and the foremost thing that | would like to emphasize is this; remember
that you are now a sovereign legisiative body and you have got all the powers.
It, therefore, places on you the gravest responsibility as to how you should take

your decisions.
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The first observation that | would like to make is this: You will no doubt agree with
me that the first duty of a government is to maintain low and order. so that the

life, property and religious beliefs of its subjects are fully protected by the State.
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"The second thing that occurs to me is this: One of the biggest curses from which
India 1s suffenng — | do not say that other countries are free from it, but | think our
condition i1s much worse —is bnbery and corruption. That really i1s a poison. We

must put that down with an iron hand and | hope that you will take cdequate

measures as soon ags it is possible for this Assembly to do sO."
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“The next thing that strikes me is this; Here again it is a legocy which has been
passed on to us. Along with many other things, good and bad. has amved this
great evil, the evil of nepotism and jobbery.”
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| want to make it quite clear that | shall never tolerate any kind of jobbery,
nepotism or any influence directly or indirectly brought to becr upon me.
Whenever | will fing that such a practice is in vogue or is continuing anywhere,

low or high, | shall certainly not countenance it,
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"I know there are people who do not quite agree with the division of India and
the partition of the Punjab and Bengal. Much has been said against it, but now
that it has been cccepted, it is the duty of every one of us to loyally abide by it
and honorably act according to the agreement which is now final and binding

on all.”
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But you must remember, as | have said, that this mighty revolution that has taken
place is unprecedented. One can quite understand the feeling that exists
between the two communities wherever one community i1s in mgjonty and the
other is in minonty. But the question is, whether it was possible or practicable to

act otherwise thon what has been done. A division has to take place.
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On both sides, in Hindustan and Pakistan, there are sections of people who may
not agree with it, who may not like it, but in my judgement, there was no other
solution and | am sure the future history will record its verdict in favour of it. And
what is more, it will be proved by actual experience as we go on that it was the

only solution of India’'s constitutional problem.
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Any idea of a united India could never have worked and in my judgement, if
would have led us to temific disaster. Maybe that view is corect; maybe it is not;
that remains to be seen. All the 'same, in this division it was impossible to avoid
the question of minorities being in one Dominion or the other. Now that was

unavoidable. There is no other solution.
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Now what shall we do¢ Now, if we want to make this great Ste of Pakistan
happy and prosperous, we should wholly and solely concentrate on the well-
being of the people, and especially of the masses and the poor.
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If you will work in co-operation, forgetting the past, burying the hatchet, you are
bound to succeed. If you change your past and work together in a spint that
every one of you, no matter to what community he belongs, no matter what
relations he had with you in the past, no matter what is his colour, caste or
creed, is first, second and last a citizen of this State with equal rights, privileges,
and obligations, there will be no end to the progress you will make.
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I cannot emphasize it too much. We should begin to work in that spint, and in
the course of time all- these angularnties of the magjority and the minority
communities, the Hindu community and the Musliim community — because
even as regards Muslms you have Pathans, Punjabis, Shias, Sunnis and so on,
and among the Hindus you have Brahmins, Vashnavas, Khatns, also Bengalss,

Madrasis and so on — will vanish,
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Indeed, If you ask me, this has been the biggest hindrance in the way of India to
attain freedom and independence... [else] we would have been a free people
long ago. No power can hold another nation.., especially a nation of 400 million

souls in subjection; nobody could have conquered you, and even if it had
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happened, nobody could have continued its hold on you for any length of time,
but for this.
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Therefore, we must learn a lesson from this. You are free; you are free to go to
your temples, you are free to go to your mosques or to any other place of
worship in this State of Pakistan. You may belong to any religion or caste or

creed that has nothing to do with the business of the State.
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"Now | think we should keep that In front of us as our Ideal, and you will find that

In the course of time Hindus would cease to be Hindus and Muslims would cease
to be Muslims, not In the religious sense, because that is the personal foith of

each individual, but in the political sense as citizens of the State.
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‘Well, gentlemen, | do not wish to tcke up any more of your time and thank you
again for the honour you have done to me, | shall always be guided by the
principles of justice and fair play without any, as is put in the political language.
prejudice or ill-will, in other words, partiglity or favontism. My guiding principle will
be justice and complete impartiality, and | am sure that with your support and
co-operation, | can look forward to Pakistan becoming one of the greatest

nations of the world.”
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New Vocabulary

“

Abide by (ph.) To tolerate; to put up with; to accept or submit to; to comply

with:

Angularity (n) The state of being placed at an angle: difference

dispanty; discrepaoncy:;

Appreciation (n) | Thanks, or gratitude: an assessment of the true worth of persons

and their actions and worth

Barrister (n) Bamster-at-low: @ lawyer who has been called to the barand is s
qualified 1o plecd in the higher courls

Champion (v.) To sus sort or defend o cause or an ideal

Contentious (ad).) | Controversial; debatable; disputed; open to question

Something thal brnings or causes great trouble or harm;

Cyclonic (ad].) | Great awesome and stormy like a cyclone; remarkable;

momentous;

m Self-govermning division having ifs own rule guthonty; a state
m To give emphasis or prominence 10; highlight:
Foremost ad'.) First in ime, place or rank. etc.; chief; primary, principle

Give expression to | The choice of words, phrases, syntax, intonation, etc. to

communicate one’'s idegls., feelings. emotions, elc,
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Gravest (adj.) (Superiative of grave); extremely senous; solemn; of great

significance:

Hindrance (n) An obstruction; obstacle; a snag; on impediment;

Impartial (adj.) Not prejudiced agoinst or towards any particular side or party;

fair, just and unbiased:

In vogue (ph.) A popvular practice or fashion ot a particulor time;

Inclusive adj.) Comprehensive; considered together; without exceptions
m permanent residents of o particular place or region

Iron hand (n) Harsh or igorous control; frm; stern: stnct: stinngent, elc,

Jobbery (n) The practice of making pnvate/ personal profit out of a public
office through comuption or groft

Legacy(n) Something handed down or received from an ancestor or
predecessor
Legislature (n) A body of persons (the pariament) vested wilth the power 1o
make, amend and repeal laws for the state;

Liberal (adj.) Relating to or having social and political views that favour

progress and reform; advocating individual freedom; generous

in temperament and behaviour; tolerant of the views of others

Nepotism (n) Favontism shown .10 relatives or close friends by those wilh

power or influence

Obligation (n) A moral of legal requirement; duty; agreement; bond;

commitment; promise;

Onerovus (adj.) Laborious or oppressive; burdensome; demanding; difficult;
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Privileges (n) Fundamental nghts guaronteed to the citizens of @ country by its

constitution; a benefit or immunity granted in certain condifions:;

Pronouncement | An official or authontative statement or announcement

(n)

Secvular (adj.) Of or related to worldly things ¢s opposed to the sacred: not

concemed with or related to religion; not within the control of
the church/religion

Sovereign (adj.) | Supreme in rank or authonty; absolute: chief: dominant;

Subjection (n) The act/process of bringing under control or guthornty;

Hindu place of worship: ¢ bullding or place dedicated to

worship of o deity or deities;

Huge; colossal; enormous; gigantic; massive

10 support or recommend publicly; plead for or speak in favour

To advocate (v)

of

To bury the To cease hostilities and become reconciled or friends;

Hatchet

To countenance | To support or encourage; to sanchon; to tolerate; to endure;

(v)

To vanish v To disappear, esp. suddenly or mystenously; fade away

Unavoidable (adj.) | That which connot be avoided; inevitable; certain; inescopable;
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Unprecedented | Haoving no precedent; unparalleled; exceptional; extra ordinary;

(ad).) unnvalled:

Utmost (adj.) Of the greatest possible degree or amount.

m A decision; judgment or conclusion;

The act, faculty or an instance of great perception, esp. of

future development; farsightedness; foresight; insight; intuition

STUDY QUESTIONS

Recalling

1. When and where did MA Jinnah deliver this speech?

Ans: Muhammad Al Jinnch delivered this unforgettable and historical speech
on 1 1th of August, 1947 in Karachi. He was addressing the first Constituent

Assembly of Pakistan as the first Govermnor General of Pakistan.
(OR])

MA Jinnah delivered his speech on Monday, the 11th of August, 1947, to
the inaugural session of the Constituent Assembly of Pakiston in Karach,
thanking for the congratulations offered to him by his own, pcrty leaders as well
as the Opposition leaders on his unanimous election to the President ship. It was
the time when the creation of two independent sovereign states of Pakistan

and Indic finally occured and he was soon-to-be the Govermor General of the

State of Pakistan.

2 What two functions of the Constituent Assembly did MA Jinnah refer to in
the beginning of his speech?
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Ans: Muhammad Al Jinnch manifested two main functions; the Constituent
Assembly had to perform. In the beginning of his speech he said that the first
function of the Assembly was to frome the future Constitution of Pakistan, The
Quaid told the members of Constituent Assembly that they needed to work very
hard and show great sense of responsibility for the effective performance of this
task. Although it was very demaonding and laborious task to make the future
constitution of Pakistan but it was the need of new born country, Therefore, he
entrusted the responsibility to Assembly to frame the Constitution of Pakistan as
soon as possible. About the second function o1 Assembly he said that no
constituent Assembly Is supreme in rank and authority. The second function of

the Constituent Assembly was to play its role as completely sovereign and
independent body as the Federcl Legisiature of Pakistan,

(OR)

In the beginning of his speech, MA Jinnah referred to two main functions
of the Constituent Assembly. The first was the responsible and heavy task of
framing the future constitution of Pakistan, while the second was of functioning

as a full and complete sovereign body as the Federal Legisiature of Pakistan.

3. What did he say about the first function of the Assembly?
Ans: First Function of Assembly:

In the beginning of his speech he said that the first funchtion of the
Assembly was to frame the future Constitution of Pakistan. The Quaid told the

members of Conshtuent Assembly that they needed to work hard and show
great sense of responsibility for the effective performance of this task. Although it
was very demanding and loborious task to make the future constitution of
Pakistan but it was the need of new born country. Therefore, he entrusted the
responsibility to Assembly to frame the Constituhion of Pakistan as soon as
possible. He mentioned some of those principles which would provide base to
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the constitution of Pakistan. These principles included maintaining law and order
and providing complete freedom and equality to all the citizens of Pakistan.,

(OR)

Jinnah said that the first function of the Constituent Assembly was the
responsible and heavy task of framing the future constitution of Pakistan. By this,
he seemed to believe that Pakistan needed to take a start from zero by setting
fundomental principles first. To him, this was possible only by having @
comprehensive, supreme and legal document for the smooth future functioning

of the newly born state of Pakistan.

4. What did he say about the second function?

Ans: Second Function of Assembly:

About the second function Quaid-i-Azam said that now the Constituent
Assembly is supreme in rank and guthority. The second function of the
Constituent Assembly was to plgy its role as completely sovereign and
independent body as the Federal Legislature of Pakistan. He said that our
country is sufferng from the curse of bribery and corruption like many other
countnes of world. Therefore, we must put down by harsh and ngorous control.
Jobbery' and nepotism’ is another curse. we will hove to decline it. He hoped
that this Assembly would take enough measures to eliminate these social evils

(OR])

As for the second function, Jinnah said that the Constituent Assembly must
function s a full and complete sovereign body as Federal Legisicture of
Pakistan. By this, he meant to say that the Assembly must be so strong and free
from all influence that it might easily take decisions in the national interest above
all other considerctions In this regard, he advised the Assembly that strong
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measures must be taken to get rid of the big curse of bribery and corruption and
the great evil of nepotism cnd jobbery.

5. Which legacy does MA Jinnah refer to in his speech?

Ans: Muhammad Al Jnnch refers to legacy of great evils like 'nepotism’ and
Jobbery which have been passed on to us. He clanfies his position that he would
never tolerate any kind of nepoctism and Jobbery or any influence directly or
indirectly. He also tells clearly that he would not allow other government officials
to iIndulge in these at any level, low or high. He expressed complete dislike for
this attitude. He said that the first and foremost duty of the government is to take

preccoutionary measures against these evils.
(OR]}

In his inaugural speech to the Constituent Assembly of Pakistcn, MA
Jinnah refers to the legacy of pre-partitioned India passed on to Pakistan, mainly
fraught with the great evil of nepotism and jobbery. He emphasizes that
nepotism, jobbery or any direct or indirect influence must not be tolerated at

any cost.

6. What are the Quaid's views about the division of India?

Ans: Jinnah's views about division of InGia were clear and straight forward. He
said that there cre many people who do not agree with the division of India but
now It should be accepted because the division is particularly established.
Quaid termed the division of India as mighty revolution which is unprecedented.
He said that the division was the only solution in the sub-continent, for both
Hindus and Muslims. The Idec of United India could never have worked and
wovuld have led to a temfic disaster. He further says that the future history would
justify it.
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(OR)

The Quaid’s views about the division of Indic are clear-cut and
straightforward. In his view, there was no other solution except the division of
India and it was the only workable and long-term solution of India’s
constitutional problem. He strongly hopes that the future history will endorse it.
He does not think that any idea of a united Indio could ever have, proved
successful and makes a judgment that such an idec would result into sheer
collcpse and destruction. Above all, as Jinnah puts it, it would be mpossible to
avoid the question of minorities being in one Dominion or the other without the

division of India.

7 What does he say about the minorities?

Ans: In his speech the Quaid-i-Azam does not neglect the rnights of minonties.
He says that it was impossible to avoid the question of minorities being in one or
other dominion in this division of India. He favors them by saying that the
minorities are the citizens of this state of Pakistan with egual rights, privileges and
obligations. They cre free to profess their religion and go to their respective
places of worship in the dominion of Pakistan. Both majorities and minorities
shoulG work together as first, second and last citizens of Pakistan, Religion. caste,
colour and creed have got nothing to do with the business of the state.

(OR)

MA Jinnah talks about the minonties in an exclusively liberal, political and
secular manner. He emphasizes thot, irespective of all discnminations of colour,
coste and creed, both the Hindu community and the Muslim community should
forget the past and set to work in | cooperation for the progress and prosperty
of the State of Pakistan, of which there are the equal citizens. He insists on the
need to desist from the old and deeply-rooted temptation of subjugating one
another in the larger interest of the country. Also, he declares that all the
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citizens, including minorities, are free to practice their respective religions with

equal nghts.

8. What kind of freedom does MA 3innah envision for the people of Pakistan

in general?

Ans. According to the vision of Muhammad Ali Jinnah the freedom for the
people of Pakistan in general means that in the doeminion of the Pakistan the
ives, properties and believes of its subjects are fully protected. Everyone is equal
as a citizen of Pakistan. It is the right of every one to enjoy the full freedom of
equal rnghts, pnvileges, and obligations s a citizen of this state. Complete
religious freedom, in which individuals are free to go to therr mosques, temples
or any other placce of worship, is also an essential feature of freecom. He said
that now it 15 ¢ time to work together as a one nation for the prospernty and

development of Pakistan. In this way there will be no end of progress.
(OR)

MA Jinnah envisions such freedom for the people of Pakistan in general
which is directed towards the well-being of the poor masses in particular. In this
regard, he emphasizes that all men must think and be thought just in terms of
the citizens of the state with equal rights, pnvileges. ong obligations. He stresses
on the point that learning from the past; all the communities should desist from
the old and deeply-rooted temptation of subjugating one another In the

national interest of Pakistan. He openly declares thot all the citizens are free to
practice their respective religions with equal freedom in the State of Pakistan.

Interpreting

Y. What does MA Jinnah mean by "Hindus would cease to be Hindus and

Muslims would cease to be Muslims”? Explain.
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Ans:. Muhammad Ali Jinnch says in his speech that in the course of time "Hindus
would cease to be Hindus, and Muslims would cecse to be Muslims” Those who
do not have full gresp of the two nations theory is often misled by this phrase.
They wrongly infer from these words that Quaid's vision of Pakistan was that of o
secular state in which religion would have no role to play. These remarks did not
mean that both the 'Hindus' and the 'Muslims' would lose their separate
identities. It would not happen in religious sense; it would happen only in political
sense. Simply both were argued upoen to work together for the prosperity of
Pakistan as its equal citizens. If the HiIndus and Muslims will work in cooperation,
and become friends then they are bound to succeed.

(OK]

By "Hindus would cease to be Hindus, and Muslims! would cease to be
Muslims”, Jinnah expresses his vision and political ideology of Pakistan, according
to which there will be no discrimination of ¢ magjonty community and @ minority
community. They will all enjoy equal rights, privileges and cbligations in the new
State of Pakistan, imrespective of their differences of religion, caste and creed.

10. Make a list of the fundamental principles that comprise 3innah’s vision of

Pakistan?

Ans: A list of the fundamental principles. that comprise Jinnah's vision of

Pakistan, is as follows:

I. Pakistan must have a sovereign and powerful Federal Legisiature or

Assembly that should frame a Constitution and take decision accordingly.

ii. The first duty of a government must be to maintain law and order,

ensunng full protection to its subjects.

i, Cormrruption and bribery, and nepotism and jobbery are the most
destructive evils and curses that Pakistan will have to get nd of.

www.topstudyworld.com



www.topstudyworld.com English

iv. There must be no discnmination of a majonty community and a minonty
community. All the citizens of Pakistan must enjoy equal rights, privileges
and obligations, imespective of their ditferences of religion, caste and

creed.
(OR)
Principles:
i To maintcin law and order. ii. End of bribery and comuption.
i End of nepotism and jobbery. iv. No influence.

V. Rule of Justice and fair play.

Extending

11.  Having read Jinnah's vision of Pakistan, and the list of fundamental
principles that you made in answer to question 10 above, say:

Q. What have we achieved and what not with regard to 3innah's vision of

Pakistan?

Ans: We have falled to achieve the vision of Jinnah of Pakistan. We are guilty

of nepotisms, comuption. We have falled to maintain Justice and farr play.

b. Do we have the Pakistan that Jinnah wanted? Why 'yes' or why 'not'?

Ans: We have falled to have the Pakiston that Jinnah wanted. Aflter the death
of Jinngh, the, control of Pakistan came in the hands mostly of those people

who were selfish. They forget the lesson given of Jinnah to run the state.

C. Where did we go astray as regard to achieving the Pakistan that Jinnah

wanted for us?
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Ans. We have become selfish; we are not as honest and hardworking as
Jinnah we are guilty of nepotism and cormrruption. Bribery, influence, might is nght
Is the rule of the day,

It would appear that we, as Pakistanis, have failed to achieve the vision of the
Father of the Nation so far; what is the best way now for us to realise his vision?

Discuss

Ans: By firmly holding on to the principles of unity, faith and discipline, we can
to move forward and carve our place among the developed countries of the

world.

One of the most important steps to guide Pakistan towards a better future
IS providing quality and atfordable education to all school going children,
imespechive of thewr economic or social status, With education comes the proper
balance between one’s rights ond one’'s duties, which in turn lead c nation

towards honour, dignity and sovereignty as o state.

Jinnah's dream cannot be transformed into a reality. By holding on firmly

to Quaid-ir-Azam's words, "With faith, discipline and selfless devotion to duty,
there s nothing worthwhile that you cannot achieve” and "'Failure 1s a word

unknown to me”, we can still find the road to prospenty and with our heads held

high, march towards Jnnch's Pakistan,

Oral Activity

Express your views in simple words what the mission of the Quaid-e-Azam

was before 1947,

Ans:. The mission of the Quaid-e-Azom before 1947 was to build ¢ Muslim state
where people may lead their lives in cccordance with the principles of thewr

religion, civilization, traditions, ethics and economics. The Muslims may run the
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affairs of the state according to their values freely. The minonties should enjoy

equal nghts too.

. Tell in your own words what the vision of M.A 3innah was after 1947.

Ans: Vision of M.A Jinnah after 1947:

Jinnah's vision that Pakistan would emerge as a sovereign democratic
state, where the law would reign supreme, the politicians would work with
honesty and dedication for the state. all citizens including women would play
an important role in the development of the country, human nghts would be
protected and quick justice would be within reach of all, poverty and illiteracy
would be eradicated in the minimum possible time and non-Muslims would be

treated with respect cnd tolerance and dignity.,

By firmly holding on to the prninciples of unity, faith and discipline, he
wanted the nation to move forward and carve its plcce omong the developed
countries of the world.

Writing Skills

. Write an essay on "The Great Leader, M.A Jinnah”.

Ans: THE GREAT LEADER, M.A JINNAH

Quaid-e-Azam is the greatest leader of our history. He won a separate
state of Pckistan and printed, his name forever in the pages of history. He was @
sincere and devoted leader of the Mushims. He was an intelligent and lively
thinker. He awakened the Musiims from therr slumber. He told them that they
were a separate nation from Hindus. They needed o separcte state to live
according to their religion and culture. He impressed upon the mind of the

Muslims of India the necessity of a separate country.
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In the beginning, he joined the Indicn Nationcl Congress but soon left it on
seeing the evil design of the Hindus. He joined the Muslims League and became
its leader He collected the Musliims on one platform. He created spint of unity In
them He fought against Hindus and the Bntish. His battle was peaceful. His
enemies tned to purchase him but he remained undaunted. He was a man of
great determination. He worked very hard for the nation in spite of his falling
health, The Hindus and the English were equclly afraid of his political insight and
sound character. He made numberiess speeches in which he demanded a

separate state for the Muslims.

In 1940 the famous Pakistan Resolution was adopted. It was due to the

sincere efforts of the Quaid-e-Azam that the Bntish decided to leave India.

He got Pakistan on the 14th of August 1947 He came to Pakistan after its
establishment. He was called the Father of the Nation He became its first
Governor General Alas! He did not live long to steer the boaot of weak and
feeble nation. He died on 11th September 1948 It was ¢ sad date for all of us

. What should we do to make Pakistan a stable and prosperous country?

Ans. There are many problems in our country but it does not mean that there is
Nno hope Being a nuclear power having the eighth largest army, it is fime we qQlso
invested in human resources, in education, health and social services to benefit

our people.

We also have one of the largest imgation systems in the world. Above all,
we are rich in natural resources, talent and manpower. which can lecd us to

pbecome ¢ developed country one day
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Language Study

Noun Phrases

A noun phrase 1s any phrase that has a noun ¢s its head and that can occupy

the same slot as a single noun or pronoun in a larger phrase or in a sentence

. Dogs fnghten me (noun)

. Big dogs frighten me (noun phrase)

. She ran outside to play (pronoun)

. The little girl ran outside to play (noun phrase)

. Don't touch that (pronoun)

. Don't touch those books (noun phrase)

. She came with Margaret (noun)

. She came with her older sister (noun phrase)

. Other examples of noun phrase are:

. She gave him g big sweet piece of ccke.

. Theyre both excellent teachers.

. There's a tall, good-looking man outside who wants to talk to you.
. Theyre in the back garden.

. He had been watching her all evening

. He's such a kind man.

. | started this project without very much enthusiasm,

. He picked up the ornately decorated wine-glass and took a small sip.

The head of a noun phrase is the noun being described or referred to in the
phrase:
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. Her older sister

. A big sweet piece of cake

. Many pleasant days

. Sometimes a pronoun can be the head of a noun phrase:
. That's a big one.

. I'd ke those red ones.

. They both knew the truth.

. Are all these for me?¢

. Have you anything new to tell me?

Word Order in Noun Phrases

The words that precede a noun or pronoun In @ noun phrase follow a certain

order.
. In first position in noun phrases come the predetermines, determiners,
quantifiers and numerals, in that order:
. She was carmrying several large black books.
. Who owns those two carse¢
. They own both these big yachts.
. Ordinal numbers (first, second, third, etc. and also last) come before
cardinal numbers (one, two, three, etc.):
. The first six contestants e The last two nders
. After this group of words come the cdjectives and other descrptive
words.
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It is important to note that the order of adjectives in a noun phrase is not
entirely free. Certcin categories of adjective must always precede or follow
others within the phrase:

. A big green car NOT ¢ green big car

. An old Russian car NOT a Russion old car

. Closest to the determiners, etc come the general descriptive adjectives:
. A disturbing outlook on life . AN aMazing coincidence
. A beautiful tapestry . An urgent telephone call

° Continuing towards the head of the phrase, next again cre adjectives

denoting age (new, old young, etc) and then adjectives denoting colour (for
example black, brown, red, white, etc):

. A beautiul old car . A pretty new blue dress

. To the right again come participles (for example broken, cut, laughing,

singing, woven, etc), sometimes preceding and sometimes following the colour

agdjectives:
. A strange carved idol
. A lovely green woven scarf OR A lovely woven green scarf
. To the nght again come adjectives denoting countrnes, peoples, tnbes,

and so on, for example Californian, French, Jopanese, Roman, efc:
. An excellent French perfume A little Jcpanese doll
. Nearest to the head of the phrase stond:

° adjectives and nouns that describe what the substance is made out of or
what it resembles (for example brass, cardboard, iron, leather, metal, paper,
steel, stone, wooden, woolen, efc):

A brass ban
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A long iron rods

A strange Celfic stone carmying

Adjectives that mean relating to—' (for example atomic. biological,

cnminal, histoncal, medical, moral, philosophical, political, social, etc)

A new medical centre

Noun Clauses

A noun clause is a subordinate clause that can have the same function or

fill the same slot in @ sentence as a noun or pronoun.

It was quite unforgivable (pronoun)

What you did was quite unforgivable (noun clause)

| didn't realize that (pronoun)

| didn't realize that you were coming with us (noun clause)

The problem is money (noun)

The problem is that no-one came to the party (noun clause)

The pnize will go to Raymond (noun)

The prize will go to whoever answer the questions correctly (noun clause)

Noun clauses may begin with subordinating conjuncthion that, other
subordinating conjunctions. such as if, whether, how, when, where and

why, Iinterrogative pronouns such cs who, whose, what and which, and

interrogative determiners such as what, which and whose:

| am saying that we must look for new market for our product.
I'm sure aware that we've been waiting for more than an hour?

| wonder if Ins will be coming with us.
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Ask her whether she's coming.

Do you know why the rainbow, has seven colours in ite

| wondered where he was.

| don't know who won the pnze.

| wondered what he was doing.

Have you any idea which i1s /Wanes?¢

She wants to know who's that is.

Which book | should choose is the big question.

| wasn't sure about what clothes | should be taking with me.,

The police want to know whose car that is.

Noun clauses also iInclude the nominal relative clauses which are formed with

the pronouns and determiners what, whaotever, whichever and whoever.

The price is what is most important the thing that is most important)
According to what she scid, a lot of people are going to lose their jobs.
She can do whatever she likes.

Take whatever books you need.

Take whichever ones you want,

Whoever answer the question correctly will win the prize (=the person who

answer...)

I'll give whoever answer the question comectly a pnze.
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Functions of Noun Clauses

A noun clause can have any of the sacme functions in a sentence Qs @ noun or

pronoun. It can, for example, be the subject of the sentence:

. That | forgot your birthday was quite unforgivable.

. what you did was guite unforgivable or the direct object:
. | didn't realize that you were coming with us.

. | didn't realize what | had done or the indirect object.

. I'll give whoever answers the questions comrectly a pnze.

Or a complement:

. The worry 1s that no-one might turm up at all.
. The problem 1s who we should Invite.

Or the complement of a preposition:

o The money will go to whichever chanty you choose.

Direct and indirect Speech

One common type of noun clause is known as indirect speech or reported

speech. Indirect speech reports what someone has said, as cpposed to direct
speech, which consists of the person's exact words.

. She said, 'Jamil is coming too'. (direct speech)

. She said that Jamil was coming too. (ingdirect speech)

. I'll be there, 'she promised, (direct speech)

. She promised that she would be there, (indrect speech)

Direct and indrect speech may involve guestions rather than statements. These

are known as direct questions and indirect questions respectively:’
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. Are you singing with us?' she asked me, (direct question)

° She asked me if | was signing with them (indirect question)’

. When does the London train grive?’ | required, (direct question)

. | inquired when the London train would armrive, (indirect questions)
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