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Reading Selection 6.2

Lesson No. 1/
The Renaissance

Grace Ciavvella and Angelo
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The Renaissance period was a rebirth of the human desire to explore and 1o
learn more about the world and what could be achieved. Its roots Iay In the
ancient worlds of Greece and Rome. From these roots grew the ideas _which
challenged the thinking of the times and which branched off into inquiry into all
aspects of the human world. This challenge to old ideas brought enormous
change. The fruits of this inquiry and experimentation set the scene for our

modem world.
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Michelangelo, Shakespeare, Galileo, Columbus — have you heard of them?¢
One was an artist, one a ploywright, one a scientist and one an explorer. (Which
was which?¢) Each, in his own way, represented the spirnt of file Renaissance —
the desire to question and develop human knowledge and achievement. These
gifted men, and many more people like them, lived durnng the fifteenth anc

sixteenth centunes. Therr achievements helped bnng about change.
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By the end of the thirteen century, the last of the crusades in the Middle East
was over. The Christians had lost therr Struggle against the Arab Muslims but they
brought back to Europe many new ideas and luxury goods the kings. pnnces.

nobles and their families wanted more of these luxury goods
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(Ask yourself—why?) This demand led to a growth in frade. This frade needed
bankers, merchants, shopkeepers, craftspeople, sailors, adventurers,
warehouses, ports and labour. Ports flourished anc towns on trade-routes grew.

Merchants and traders were the entrepreneurs of the fourteenth century.

u’/';b’;-/t.zl‘.{i-;g"_.[—&/lé;tf'-'nJLﬁ’u:&zl;&..:_J_lka'(fu}:(- )’;g"(—:”)
U?'/J/(f-ﬂlJJ;LUU'?&A-Q;&z’/-}JU!/”/?A'UITK/J-,.U!’"))/-C L;’-CUMJ"V}

--éi. Jti.dﬂv_rﬁ)ﬁ/b;'/:f J_.r;U

Many people were attracted to the town by the opportunities to learn new skills
and gain jobs. Peasants who had fought in the crusades were often given their

freedom by their lords and went to the towns. Knights did not clways return to

their lands.
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After years of adventure, country life seemed dull. The plague of Black Decth
(134751) killed millions of people. causing a shortage of Icbour In the
countryside. these factors helped caused the breckdown of the feudal system.

People had to look for new opportunities.
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Look at the map of Europe. As you can see, ltaly is central in the Mediterranean
area. Most of the new luxurnes came from the Middle East and Asia, so ltaly’s

cenfral location enabled its fraders to distnbute these goods to the rest of

Europe.
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The location of its ports meant the journey to the Middle fast was not too long.
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Despite storms and pirates, the sea was the safest way to tfrcde, as well as the

quickest, Overland routes were dangerous, with ther mountains, nvers and
bandits Such routes took months, or even years, to complete This also made

them costly In time and resources.
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The people of Itcly were 'also the inhentors of the skills and knowledge of the old
Roman Empire. The ports and towns had maintained their sea trade and
knowledge when other parts of Europe had been taken over by the barbanaons,
such as the Saxons and Danes. As trade grew, people in Venice, Genoa and

Florence took the lead. Along their trade routes, ideas and knowledge also

trovelled
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Florence: A Renaissance City (,:-'- ..,Q ¢ ..jL‘SL-‘j :J/)ﬁ)
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Florence in the fifteenth century was marvelous. Florentines believed they were
living In ¢ ‘'golden age'. It was a city that had everything - Successful banks,
prosperous business, wealthy citizens, craftspeople. artists and thinkers or
intellectuals. All flourished from the city’s profits. Just as the gold rush of the 1850s
made Melbourne the '‘Queen of the South’, the same economic vitality flowed

through Horence.
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Italy was a collection of fourteen states and kinggoms. Florence's geogrophic
position made it a mqgjor avenue of trade between the north and the south of
turope.
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To be successiul In frade, people have to develop initiative, be crective, and

take nsks. They hove to be resourceful, energetic and competitive. Florentines
had these attnbutes. In the 1300s, the citizens had jumped at the trade In silk,

wool and flax. They took a risk and invested money into building a textile
industry.
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New ideas in dyeing and manufactunng made Florence the centre of the
European textile industry. From these profits, they used ther iniiative and lent
money to kings and princes - cnd to the Pope. Banking made further profit.

Florence grew into a financial capital.
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By the fifteenth century. Florence was wealthy. As a republic, its citizens were
used to self-government. It did not have a king making all the rules. The
merchants became powerful and the leading families were not only made up
of landowners; they were business people and bankers, people who were
always ready for new ideas to mcke money and increcse their wealth and

power.
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They competed with each other, not just in business but in their lifestyle. They
wanted to impress others and improve the quality of their lives. This was good
news for architects, artists, sculptors and artisans such ags masons, carvers, gold
and silver craftspeople and leather workers. In turn, to impress their patrons, the
croftspeople experimented in their work, Many talented people flocked to the

City.
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In the fourteenth and most of the fifteenth centuries, the Medici family

(pronounced ‘med-ee-chee’) was the leading family in Florence.,
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The Medicis were bankers. The most famous was Lorenzo de Medici, or Lorenzo
the Magnificent. He was wealthy and lived in opulent style. Lorenzo represented
the spirit of the times. He was interested not just iIn money but also In

government, iterature, art, music, science and philosophy. He conducted
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business, wrote poetry and songs and was also a patron of Michelangelo and

other artists. Like Florence, he was full of life.
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Humanism, Art and Architecture. / J/,l‘)y,, ]

After the collapse of the Roman Empire, life was hard. Very few people could
read or wrnte and few knew about the world beyond ther own village. However,
N the late thirteenth century, Marco Polo, an explorer, brought back to Italy
tales of his adventures in China. His travels stimed people’s interest in whaot lay

beyond their own lands.
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As trade grew, other explorers brought back tales of Spice Islands, fantastic
animals and plants, precious metals and gems. Trade and explorction opened
up the world and encouraged leaming. Wealth from trade meant people with

leisure and money to spend, could become educated.
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Scholars began transiating the manuscripts from the ancient world, opening up
new areags of thought about politics, religion, science and art. This was
considered the beginning of humanism in Europe — an interest in the world ana
people, the deswe {0 know more.
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One invenhon which helped spread the tales of cdventure ond ideas from the
classical worlé was Johann Gutenberg's pnnting press. He used movable metal
type for prnnting, a process which had been developed in China four centunes

earler.
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Before this, all writings in Europe had to be copied by hand, so books were very
expensive and time-consuming to produce. Pninting was revolutionary, just like
computers in the 20th Century,
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Books were prninted in people’s own langucges instecd of Latin and this
encourcged more people to learn to read and write. Books were cheaper, 100,
SO many people were able to buy them. Ideas could be spread qguickly, The

world was opening up.
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Humanism had a huge impact on art and architecture. Before this time, caostles
and manors were built for protection, not comfort or beauty. The Church
lavished money on its buillding and decorations but the masons and
croftspecople were tolc what to create. The weclth brought from trade coupled
with the teachings of humanism meant more people became interested in

spending money on comfort and luxury to ennch therr lives.
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Craftspeople, artists, sculptors and architects were hired by the nch and
encouracged to use their own ideas. Patrons, like the Medici family, wanted
buildings with domes, column and rounded arches, in the classical Roman style.
Brunelleschi was an architect who achieved this in Florence.
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Artists expermented and began to paint in three-aimensional style. As the
painfings and sculptures from ltaly indicate, artists began to paint and sculpt

from life and not just on religious themes, investigating the way the body moved
and how it was made. Artists ke Leonarcdo dg Vinci. Michelangelo, Donatello,

Botticell, Giotto and Raphgel wanted.
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New Vocabvulary

“
m A skilled workman; croffsman

Attribute (n) A property. quality or feature

Bandits (n) Armed robbers belonging to a group

Barbarian (n) | A primitive or an uncivilzed person, vicious and wild

e
B e
e e

Manvuscript (n) | The original handwritten or ftyped version of a book arficle

Opuvlent Having or indicating wealth; abundant; plentiful
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Pestilence (n) | Any epidemic outbreak of o deadly and highly infectious disease

Resourceful Ingenious, capable, and full of initiative

(ad)j)

Sculptor (n) A person who makes figures by carving wood or stone, moulding

plaster or casting metal

To flock (v) To go together in large number as if in o flock

m 1o give, spend, or apply abundantly or generously
m

STUDY QUESTIONS

1. Which civilization provided the inspiration for change?

Ans: Three main glonous civilizations - the Greek, the Roman, and the Arcb
provided the inspiration for change. Dunng the middle Ages, Europe was
passing through darkness. The mind of man was locked by the clergy. It was
after almost one thousand years that the people revived the spint of the Greek
and Roman Art and Litercture, This change or rebirth of glory, called the
Renaissance, provided man the inspiration to explore, to fing, to create and
discover new horizons of knowledge. Also. at the end of the unsuccessiul
crusades, the Christians brought back to Europe many new ideas and luxury

goods because they were inspired by the Islkamic civilization.

2 When new ideas were discussed, what was challenged?

Ans: The Renaissance brought a big change in the Eurcpean culture. It inculéted

the spint of explonng new things and new ideas among the Europeans. It gave
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much honour to hardworking and creative people like farmers, artists, craftsmen
and explorers. The main new ideas which were discussed are given as under:

I, How to make life more comfortgble and luxurious?
i How to develop trade and commerce for generating money?¢
. How to make life more-beautiful and purposeful?

After the last of the crusades in the Middle East was over, the old life style,
social system, religion anc economic frends were challenged. The Renacissance
put an end to the exploitation of the poor classes. As a result, the feudal system
broke down. Trade flounshed; many people attracted to the towns to avail new
opportunities.

(OR]

The new ideas were discussed after the |last crusade was over in Middle East. The
religion, economic frend and fashions were challenged. As a result, the feudal
system broke down. Trade flourished. Many people came to the towns to look
for new opportunities.

x L What was the basis for the success of Florence?

Ans: The basis of the success of Florence was its geographic and commerciol
importance It was the hub of trade between the north and the south of the

Eurcpe. Due to very high business actlivity, the people of Florence beccme
wealthy, Besides, the most skillful and talented people from all over the World

rushed to Florence which also brought prospenty for the people of Florence.
(OR]

The basis of success of Florence was its location which helped its tfraders and
industnalist to distribute goods to the rest of Europe. The people of Florence were
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resourceful ond creative. They invested in frade and industry. Florence became
the centre of European textile industry.,

4. Give some examples of why you think traders needed to be resourceful

and creative.

Ans: | think that traders needed to be resourceful and crective because there
was too much competition among the businessmen, both in business as well as
in lifestyle. Besides. people were mostly nch cnd they liked novelty in art,
architecture and entertcinment which was not possible unless the traders had
the power of creating new ideas and putting them into practice. Also, traders
had to undertake long joumeys in search of new markets, for which they
needed money, For example, Marco Polo travellec from Italy to Chinag and
discovered new plants, animals, metals and gems. anad introduced them to the

Italans,
(OR)

The traders should be resourceful and crective for the development of trade
and industry They should be ready to take risk. The traders of Florence were
resourceful and creative. They jumped at the trade of silk, wool and flax. They

invested money in Textile industry and made Florence wealthy.,

5. Why did artists flourish in Florence?

Ans: Artists flounshed in Florence because Florence was the main hub of the
business activity. The Florentines competed with each other not just in business
but also in their life style, They were too much status-conscious. They wanted 1o
impress others and improve the quality of their houses. Life in Florence becaome
more stylish and sophisticated. The demand for duty, creativity and innovation in
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ifestyle increased. Especiclly the Medici patronized and encouraged the artists.

This frend helped the artists like Michel Angelo to flourish.
(OR)

Florence was wealthy in the 15th century. People of Florence were always ready
for new ideas to make money and increase their wealth. They competed with
each other not only in business but also in therr lifestyle. They wanted to impress
each other and improve the quality of their lives, This was the good news for
artists. In this way artists flounshed in Florence,

6. What stirred people’s interest in the world beyond their own lands?

Ans: The humanistic discovery of new lands ond new ideas by the grect
explorers, the scienhists, the artists and the dramalist ke Marco Polo, Gallleo,
Shakespeare and Michel Angelo brought much beauty and fascination for the
Europeans. In particular, Marco Polo brought back to Italy tales of his
adventures in China. His fravels stired people’s interest in what lay beyond their
own lands and they visited other countries for frading and learning other skills.
They started spending money on education and fravels. This opened up new

areqas of thought.
(OR)

The travels of Marco-Polo stired the people’s interest in the world beyond their
own land. They came to know the beautiful lands, animals, precious stones,

timbers and spices. They visited different countries for frade and leaming skills.

7. How did humanism begin in Europe and what was its impact on art and

architecture?
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Ans: Humanism - an offshoot of the Rencissance based on the belief in knowing
more about mankind and the world first began in Europe with the discovery of
Marco Polo and other explorers and traders, and the publication of the
transiations .of the manuscripts from the ancient world, opening up new areas of
thoughts cbout politics, religion, science and arts. Humanism had a huge
impact on art and architecture. Humanism made man homocentnc, i.e. world-
onented as against theocentnc, i.e. God-oriented, It made man realize his
importance in this universe. It led him to know more. As a result, man gpplied his
mind for the first time to make his life more beautiful and more purposeful. The
reflection of this trend was clear in architecture. Now resources and money
were not invested for building castles and manors. Now too much was not
lavished on building and decorating the glorious church, Now the houses were
not made for the protection nor for religious purposes, but for comfort and
luxury. In art, lite was reflected now instead of religious themes. The artist,
sculptors and architects were highly honored by the rich people.

(OR]

Humanism was a movement which began in Europe with the publications of
maonuscripts from the ancient world, The trade and exploration encouraged
learning. Scholars began to translate manuscripts of ancient world and this was
the beginning of humanism in Europe. It had huge impact on art and
architecture. People started spending money on comfort and luxuries.

8. What made the world open up for the people of Florence?

Ans: Craftsman, artists, sculptors and architects were hred by the rich like the
Medici, the leading family of bankers in Florence in the fourteenth, and most of
the fifteenth centuries, and were, thus, encouraged to use new ideas. The
people. of Florence were rich. They explored foreign lands and traded with
different countries. They wanted to keep and develop nendly relations with
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people of other countries. They always welcomed the foreigners. Feudal system
was abolished. People acquired education. This made the world open up for
the people of Florence.

(OR)

Florence geographic position made it major venue for trade between the north
and the south of Europe. People of Florence benefited from trade as most of the
trade was done through Florence, People took nsks and invested money.
Educction increases. People became educated and free. All these things

opened up the world for the people of Florence.

Group Discussion

1. Think of an example from the 20th century or in foday’s society where an

old idea has been challenged and it has resulted in change (e.g., women's
rights and child labour).

2 The printing press was a more important invention than the computer.

Language Study

Direct and Reported Speech
You con answer the question 'What did he/she say?" in two ways.

. by repeating the words spoken (direct speech)

. by reporting the words spoken (indirect or reported speech).
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Direct Speech

Direct speech repeats or quotes the exact words spoken. When we use direct
speech in writing, we place the words spoken between inverted commas ("....")
and there i1s no change in these words. We may be reporting something that's
being scid NOW (for example a telephone conversation), or telling someone

later cbout g previous conversation
Examples:
She says 'What time will you be home?¢”

She said ‘'What time will you be home? "and | said "1 don't know!" "There’s a fly in

my soup!” screamed Simone.

John said, "There's an elephant outside the window."

Reported Speech

Reported speech 1s usually used to talk about the past, so we normally change

the tense of the words spoken. We use reporting verbs like ‘say, tell’, ‘ask’, and
we may use the word 'that' to infroduce the reported words. Inverted commas
are not vsed.

She said, "1 saw him.” She said that she had seen hint
. That' may be omitted:

She told him that she was happy. She told him she was happy.
. Say' and 'tell’.

Use ‘say’ when there is no indirect object:

He said that he was tired.

Alwagys use 'tell when you say who was being spoken to (i.e. with an
indirect object): He told me that he was tired.
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Talk’ and 'speak’ are used: to describe the action of communicating: He talked

1o us.

She was speaking on the telephone.

with ‘about’ to refer to what was said: He talked (to us) about his parents.

Reported Speech

Tense Changes

Normally, the tense in reported speech s one tense back in time from the tense

N direct speech:
She said. 'l am tired.” She said that she was tired.
The changes are shown below:

Simple present Simple past

"I always dnnk coffee’, she said She said that she alwoys dronk coffee.

Present continuous Past continuous

1 am recding a book", he soid, He explained That he was reading ©

DOOK

Simple past Past perfect

"Bill omved on Satlurday”. he said. He said that Bill had ammived on Soturday.

Present perfect Past perfect

"I hove been 1o Spain”, he told me. He told me that he had been 10 Spain.

Past perfect
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'l had just tumed out the tight,” he He exploined that he had just turned out
explaned, the light,
Present perfect continuous Past perfect continuous
They complained, "We have been They complained that they had been
waiting for hours”. waiting for hours,

"We were living in Pans’, they told me They told me that they had been living In

Parns.

Twill be in Genevc on Monday' said He said that he would be in Genevo on

Mmonday.

She said, Tll be using the car next Friday’ | She said that she would be using the car

next Friday

NOTE:

You do not need to change the tense if the reporting verb is in the

present, or if the onginal statement was about something that is still true, e.q.

He says he has missed the train but he'll catch the next one We explained

that It is very difficult to find our house.

These modal verbs do not change in reported speech: might, could,
would, should, ought 1o, e.g.
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We explained that it could be difficult to find our house. She said thot she
might bring ¢ friend to the party

CHANGE OF TIME AND PLACE REFERENCE

hime/place references are also changed in reported speech
Examples:

‘I will see you here tomorrow”, she said. She said that she would see me
there the next day.

The most common of these changes are shown below:

Today that day
She soid that she had seen him that day.,
| saw him yesterday, she said. She said that she had seen him the day
before.
The day before yesterday two days before

‘I met her the day before yesterday he He said thaot he had met her two days
sOd., before.

Tl see you tomorrow”, he said He said that he would see me the nexi

day.

The day after tomorrow in two days-time/two days latter
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"We'll come the day after tomormrow’, they | They said that they would come in two-

Jollo § day time/ two days later,

Next week/month/year The following week/month/year

| have an appointment next week’, she She said that she had an appointment
said. the following week.

Last week/month/year the previous week/month/ ear

Twas on holkiday last week™, he told us. He told us that he had been holiday the

previous week.

I'm getting @ new car this week', she She said she was getting a m that week,

Before

saw her a week ago,” he said. He said he had seen her g week before.

SOKd.

this that (adjectives)

Do you like this shirte” he asked He osked if 1 iked the shirt.

He said, "l live here". He told me he lived there,
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