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Reading Selection 5.2

Lesson No. 14

Gender Inequality is
Detrimental to Society
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world's population comprses of more than 50% women. Although women
account for magjor portion of population yet they have not been given equal

nghts. They have been kept deprived of enough education, health facilities and
nuintion. Women are consigered as "Fragile human beings' both physically and

emotionally in our society.
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Wwomen, in many poor and under developing countrnes, lead a miserable life. In
Pakistan, women face many hurdles in the race of life. They are not able to get
proper educaton. About 70% of the population lives in rural area. In most rural

areas, there are only primary schools for girls in comparison o the schools for
men who have high and higher secondary schools. As most of the population is
Iiterate and conservative, so the parents do not send their daughters to school.

That is why the ratic between male and female education is quite alarming.
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Educcation is necessary if we want our nation and country make progress. It is
said "If you educate a man, you educate an individual, but if you educate ©

woman, you educate c femily”
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But women in Pakistan are deprived of such facilities. They have not been given
equal opportunities of getting education. Man and woman are as the two
wheels of a cart in which the function of the one wheel depends on the

function of the other wheel. If one of the wheels is out of order, the other wheel

cannot function well.
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Isiam teaches its followers that "Seeking of knowledge is the duty of every
Musiim” but it is an irony of fate that this golden saying has been totally
neglected in the case of women. This gender inequality is a violation of the

equal human laws and rules.
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In Pakistan. overcll general health conditions are not satisfactory but women
suffer more than the other members of society. Their worst situation is observed
duning maternity penod. As hospitals and doctors are not gvailable inremote
areas, so most of the women lose their lives during child-birth. Due to this reason

maternal and infant mortality rate s much high.
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It has been observed and surveyed that mortality rate of mothers during child-
birth is more than 30/1000 in Pakistan which is a matter of great concem. In rural
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areas it is twice of this number because of the non-availability of qualified health
care staff i.e. mid-wives and lady hecglth visitors. Besides, the male members of
the family do not want to take their women to the male doctors. The poor ailing

women die by inches due to the sheer negligence of the male members.
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This sort of gender inequality indicates that women are not treated fairly as they
deserve. If women are pale, weak and frail, it is obvious that their off-springs will
also be thin, weak and unhealthy, Weak ong unheaqglthy people cannot

coninbute much to the progress and prospernty of a country.
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Mal-nutntion is another factor responsible for poor female health in Pakistan and
some other developing countnes. According to medical experts more than 60%

women in Pakistan hove the deficiency of vitamin D.
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This situation is quite grave and gloomy. The quality cs well as quantity of food
for female and male is based on discrimination. The male members of a family
are served first with good quality of food while women dine what is left behind
on the dining table. It iIs assumed that women do not need good nuintion and
can survive and grow well with low cclone intake. As ¢ result, women fall

victim to many diseases.
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As a matter of fact, women need good nuintious food becouse they have 1o
feed and bnng up children. But due to discnminatory attitude of the male
members of the family, women are ignored in every walk of life. Such weak and

anemic women produce sick and unnounshed next generation.

e dnbs S, é /wf-)/dff’:(q_ A= P J/.fb? o é«.:a—:’» LS 15 2 s
L.C'-"/Uu:ﬁi-:"/:'(uf"?d—-z’fé—’fdf‘:"u"'/-/—c)?/."”/«ﬁ T

-‘_5&-:,/"‘/‘_)';(,/4:_.:«:';2,;', 2.0 - KJJ/U,;A'JA/JJ-';_HQ

www.topstudyworld.com



www.topstudyworld.com English

This gender inequality depicts a homble picture of the health conditions of
women in Pakistan. This poor health situation. also hampers women participation
in the economic growth of the country.
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Pakistani women are not independent and self-relying for ther financicl need.
They must depend on their male members of the family. This aspect 1s another
factor for their vulnerabilty. Due to lock of education, women are not able to
get agppropriate jobs. Women are given less job opportunities. Their guota in jobs

s far less than the quota reserved for men.
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Wwomen workers in industries, factones and mills are given less wages as
compared to the wages paid to the male workers Although women workers

coninbute much to the economy of the country yet there 1s no etfective secunty
plan to safeguard their nghts They are being victimized on the basis of gender
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More than 15 million female home-based workers cre currently working in
Pakiston but their salanes are so small that they hardly earn ¢ sguare meal, As o
result they have to live from hand to mouth All these sufferings are beccuse of

inequality in society specially in the case of women-folk
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women are also mal-tfrected in the cases of inhentance. They are not given their
proper share In the property left by ther parents. Islam has earmarked their due

share in the inhentance This injustice is @ crystal-clear sign of gender inequality in

our country along with some other countnes
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Gender inequality, in any form, is defnmental to society. The pace of progress
and development stops. The wrongead ones feel frustration They fall a victim to
inferionty complex. Their latent potentiglities cease to function. They lead @

depressed and dejected life They think that their very existence in the world is

good for nothing and futile They act as they are dumb-dnven cotile.
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Under these crcumstances a nation cannot make progress. It cannot keep its
pace with the ever-advancing nations of the globe. This state of affairs 1s quite
grove and worthy of consideration as it adversely affects our society.

S -é/ufd/.'/.u:;»‘fuc:;iv&ﬂ;'5EJ;J/L5)1-&£/U::;J;";Q:&UI9‘9'

-C,—J/;PC/J/- l(:_./:h‘c_zbﬂ:f’./q—.z;JFu’g:L =1 Je &/ﬂjf}.

New Vocabulary

Words Meanings

Adversely Unfavorable, contrary, oppositely
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Alarming Frightening, temfying, temble

Anaemic Blood shortage

—

Detfrimental

Hamful, doamaging; dangerous

Discriminate

Make g difference between

Dominating | Having an upper hond, having control or influence over others.
Easily ijyured, broken or domaged, destroyed

From hand to | with great difficulty hardly

3
3

O

Prevent from doing, disappointment

Grave and Senovus ond sad

gloomy
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llliterate Uneducaoted, ignorant

Inferiority State of mind in which a person who has a morbid feeling of being,

complex Iry to win recognition by boasting.

Irony of fate | bad luck, illduck, ill-fate

Mortality State of being mortal
Shortage, deficiency, scorce

Latent Hidden

Maternity Being a mother

Miserable Full of tfrouble, very unhappy. wretched

Neglected Ignored, to give no attention
Pace Speed, step.

Paralyze Loss of feeling or power 10 move or do something

Portion Part, piece, share

Potentiality Energy waiting to be released, talent
Remote For awaQy In space or time,

Rural areas Areqs ovtside the city, count areas

Salary Wages, payment

Seeking Looking for, searching for

Square meal | Two times meal, food.
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Victimized ll-treated, wronged

Vulnerabllity | Not protected against attack, kable to be damaged

STUDY QUESTIONS

Recalling

1) What is the ratio between male and female population in the world?

Ans.; The ratio between male and female population in the world i1s that the
world’'s populction compnses of more than 50% women. So, female population
forms the major portion of the world's population as compared to male

populaton,
(OR)

The population of the world comprnses of more than 50% women. In this way the

ratio of female s above male.

2) Do women in the poor and developing countries enjoy equal rights?

Ans: No, women in the poor and developing countries do not enjoy equal nghts.
They rather lead a miserable life in these countnes. For example, in the
Educction Sector in Pakistan, out of 70% of the total populction living in rural
areas, there are only prnimary schools for grls in comparison to the high and
higher secondary schools for boys. Agoin, as most of the population in villages is
ihterate and conservotive, they do not send their dcughters to school. That is
why the ratio between the male and femcle education is Quite glarming.
Similarly, in Health Sector, most of the women lose their lives during child-birth
due to the unavailability of hospitals and doctors in the remote areacs.

According to medical experts, about 60% women in Pakistan have the
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deficiency of Vitamin D due to malnutrition. Another big inequality done to
women in Pakistan is in the cases of inheritance. They are not given their proper
share in the property left by their parents. Finally, women workers in indusines,
factories and mills are given less wages as compared to the wages given to

male workers.
(OR)

Though women consist of magjor portion of the population, yet they have not
been given equal nghts. Women in the poor and developing countries do not

enjoy equal rights. They lead a miserable life.

3) Why are women deprived of their due rights in our society?

Ans: Women are depnved of therr due rnights in our society because there is
gender inequality in our society. Due to the discriminatory attitude of the male
members of the society, they are ignored in every walk of life. They are
considered as "Fragile human beings” both physically and emotionally in our
society

(OR]

women are depnved of ther due nght in *our society because they are
considered as "Fragile human beings” both physically and emotionally. Because

of this they are kept depnved of enough education, health, facilities and
nuintion.

4) Who consider women as 'Fragile human beings”?

Ans: Men of our society consider women as "Fragile human beings”
(OR)

Male members of our society consider women as "fragile humaon beings”
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5) What is the status of women in Islam?

Ans: The stctus of women in Islam is high aond respectable. Isikom has given equal
human laws and rules for men and women. For example, in relation to
education, Islam teaches us that "Seeking of knowledge is the duty of every
Muslim (i.e. man or woman)” Similarly, in relation to inhentance, Islam has

specified their due share in the property left by their porents.
(OR]

Isiam provides equal rights to women. In Islam there is no discrimination on the
basis of gender. Islam teaches its followers that "Seeking of knowledge is the
duty | every Musiim™ It is unfortunate that this golden saying has been totally

neglected in the case of women.

6) Describe the hurdles and hardships faced by women in Pakistan?

Ans: In Pakistan, women face mony hardships. The overall general conditions
are not satistactory, but women sutfer, even more than male members of the
society: For example, in the Education Sector in Pakistan, out of 70% of the total
popvulation living in rural areas, there are only primary schools for girls in
comparson to the high and higher secondary schools for boys. Again, as most
of the population in villages is iliterate and conservative, they do not send their
doughters to school.

That 1s why the ratio between the male and female education is gquite alarming.
Similarly, in Health Sector, most of the women lose their lives dunng child birth
due to the non-cvailability of hospitals and doctors in the remote areags.
According to medical experts. cbout 60% women in Pakistan have the
deficiency of Vitamin D due tc malnutntion. Another big inequality done to
women in Pakistan is in the cases of inheritance. They are not given their proper
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share in the property left-by their parents, Finally, women workers in industries,
tactories and mills are given less wages as compared to the wages given to
male workers,

(OR)

In Pakistan women faced many hurdles and hardships in the race of life. They
are not provided the opportunity to get education. In most of the rurcl area’s
pcrents do not send their daughters to schools. Mal-nutntion is another problem
of women They are not provided proper food and health facilities. Women are
given less job opportunities. Women workers in industnes are given less wages.
They are victimized on the basis of gender. Above all, wemen are also mal-

treated in the cases of inhentance.

7) Why do parents in most of the rural areas not send their daughters to

schools?

Ans: Parents in most of the rural areas do not send their daughters to school

because most of them are iliterate and conservative.
(OR)

As most of the population of the rural areas is ilitercte and conservative, so the

parents do not send their daughters to school.

8) What has been said about the importance of education for a woman?

Ans: It 1s said about the importance of education for a woman that if we
educate a man, we educate an indivicual, but If we educate c woman, we

educate a family.

(OR)
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Educction is more important for a woman, It is soid "if you educate a man, you
educate an individual, But if you educcte a woman, you educate a family, An
educated mother can play a better role in the brought up of her children.

9) What are the causes of high mortality rate of women during child-birth?

Ans: The causes of high mortality rate of women dunng childbirth in Pakistan are:
firstly, there is the non-availability of hospitals and doctors in the remote areqs;
secondly, there is non-availability of guclified heaolth-caore stoff, 1.e. mid-wives
and lady health visitors: and thirdly, the male members of the family do not want
to take their women to the male doctors. As a result, the poor alling women die

a very miserable death due to the sheer negligence of the male members.
(OR}

As hospitals and doctors are not available in remote areas so most of the
women lose their lives during child birth. Mortality rate of mothers dunng child

birth is more than 30/1000 in Pakistan which is a matter of great concern.

10) Why do the male members of a family not want to take their women to the

male doctors?

Ans: The male members of a family in rural areas in Pakiston do not want to take
their women to the male doctors because of the non-availability of the qualified
female health staff i.e. mid-wives and Lady Hegalth Visitors (LHVS), and because
of the reason that they are illiterate and conservative and give more

importance to their self-styled honour than life.
(OR)

Due to non-availability of qualified health care stoff i.e. mid-wives and lady
heaglth visitors the male members of the fomily do not want to take their women
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to the male doctors. They consider it against their customs and culture. The poor

ailing women die by inches due to the sheer negligence of the male members.

11) Can ailing and weak women contribute much to the progress and prosperity

of a country?

Ans: No, ailing cnd weak women cannot contribute much to the progress and
prospenty of a country beccuse they produce sick and unnovurished next

generation which rather proves detrimental to the economy of the country
(OR])

No, an alling and weak woman cannot coninbute to the progress and

prosperity of a country. Their off-springs will be thin, weak and unheclthy. Weck
and unhealthy people cannot contribute much to the progress ond prospernty

of o country.

Interpreting

12) What are the adverse effects on society when women are mal-treated?

Ans: When women are maltreated, there are senous, adverse effects on the
society they live in: firstly, women fall g victim to infernonty complex, their lagtent
potentialities stop to function, they lead a depressed and dejected life, they
think that their very existence i1s meaningless, and they act as if they are dumb-
dnven cattle; secondly, weak and ciling women produce sick and unnourished
next generation which proves detnmental to the economy of the country. Under

these circumstances, a nation cannot make progress.

(OR)
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when women are maltreated, it has adverse effects on society. It hinders the
progress and prosperity of a country. No country can progress without the
proper share of women,

13) Do women deserve to be given due share in inheritance?

Ans. Yes, women deserve due share in inherntance as has olready been duly
acknowledged by Islam. In my view, women's complete reliance on men results
in their dependence ond deprivation. If they get their due shaore in inheritance
and become self-reliant, they command equal respect and status in society
and this helps them in their self-assurance and realization of therr full potential for

the progress of the nction they belong to.
(OR)

Yes, women deserve to be given due share in inhentance. They should be given
proper share in the property left by ther parents. Islam has earmarked their due

share in the inhentance.

Extending

14) There are religious as well as national laws about the rights of women. How

can these laws be enforced?
Ans: There are religious as well as national laws about the nghts of women, but

the main problem lies in ther implementction. | think that these laws can be
enforced by taking some effective measures: firstly, by ecducating the masses
about the rights of women by educational cumcula, media, and religious
instructions in mosque and religious Madrassas secondly, by appointing @
special task force for the nghts of women; thirdly, by house-to-house survey of

the problems of women by the personnel of law-enforcing cgencies and
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departments and addressing them on urgent basis; and lastly, by providing
education to women about their due rights and duties and the ways to tackle in
a lawful manner the injustices done to them by men around.

(OR)

These laws can be enforced only when the men are educated and have the
knowledge of-Islam. These cannot be enforced in poor and illiterate society.

Oral Activity
. The students will be divided into two groups.
. The first group will be asked to express its views how women are ill-treated
IN our society.
. The second group will express its views on the consequences about
gender inequality.

Writing

. Write an essay on the status of women in Islam.

Ans: STATUS OF WOMAN IN ISLAM

women enjoy the nght status in Islam. After the advent of Islam people began
to value the women. The women also enjoy more rights at present as compared
to post. Islkam recognizes the position of womaon to be the same as that of men.
It claims that both come from the same essence. That 1s why they have same

status.

women are a grect gift of God. In a woman, we find three different personalities
a mother, a wife and a daughter. The position of the mother is very exalted in

Islamic tradition. Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him) i1s categoncal, “the
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best among you is the one who is best toward his family”. With regords to
woman ¢s ¢ daughter, the Islamic attitude can be reclized from the reproaches
which the Holy Quran makes cgainst the pagan pre-Islamic behavior at the birth
of daughters. Islam did not cllow the Arabs to bury their young daughters. They
are also the creature of God.

The Holy Quranis @ complete code of life. The mutual relation of husband and
wife is descrbing in the Holy Quran as that of a single soul in two bodies. Islom
describes the house as a unit in the greater organization of a nation as ¢ whole.
It speaks of husband as being "an administrator and supervisor over the people
of the house"” and the wife is described as "administrator of the house of her
husband and children” The home is thus described as a kingdom, where
auvthority is exercised by both the husband cnd the wife, Both can rule staying
with her own limits No one can snatch the right to other

Islkam is religion according to nature. Islam envisages a natural division of work
between men and women. While man is best suited to fight and make his way
through the thick and thin of life on account of his stronger physique and other
attributes, woman is entrusted with the onerous task of bnnging the quality of
love and compassion in her This functional division of work does not mean that
woman has entirely been excluded from other kinds of activities if she has she
opportunity In this way, Islam has clearly defined and determined the status of
woman in society. According to the teachings of Islkam men and women enjoy
equal nght in our society but their social responsibilities and duties cre different.
woman is the queen of her house, Her main and sccred duties are to look after
the domestic affairs, to bring up children with care, to educacte the children and
to act according to the wishes of her husband.

However, Islam does not prevent the woman from, serving in various social
institutions. They may work as teachers, doctors, nurses etc. they maoy also part in
politics. They can do anything which they consider better for them.
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Despite it, Islcm has laid greater stress on the domestic duties of a woman. Our
salvation lies in following the teachings of Islam, Therefore, we must abstain from
copying the western culture blindly and must stick to our own Islamic culture as
firmly as possible. Ours if the best religion all over the world. As a result, it has
great charms for non-Mushm as well. The western women are envious of the

status of Muslim women.

Language Study

Prepositional Phrases

A prepositional phrase is a phrase that consists of a preposition followed by, for

example, a noun, ¢ pronoun, a noun phrase or an adverb.
. Who's that talking to George?

. wWe, saw her in town the other day.

. They managed it between them.

. Shona was playing with her new puppy.

. Children have to learn to eat with a knife and fork,
. In 1965, | was still at school.

. To whom should | address my remarkse

. Since when have you been in charge here?

. Whaot's in there?¢
. A prepositional phrase may sometimes be spiit into two parts;

. Who did you give It to?
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. Whaot con | cut it withe
. Whaot are we standing here fore

The hecd of a prepositional phrase is the preposition, it begins with,

. In silence . On the bed

. From a distance - With difficulty

. To my room

. The rest of the prepositional phrase is called the object or complement of

the preposition,

. In silence . on the bed

. from o distance » with gdifficulty

. to my room

. Prepositional phrases may themselves be the complements of prepositions

IN large prepositional phrases;
. There was a lot of noise coming from behind the door.

. Some very odd-looking creatures crawled out from under the stones. And
there are other worG-groups that may be the complements of prepositions:

. In saying that, | don’t wish to sound rude.
. From what John said, | don't think he was very pleased.
. A prepositional phrase may be modified (that is, emphasized or imited in

some way) by an acverb.

. The dog was lying right beside the gate.

. It is quite beyond belief that you could be so stupid.
. The dungeons cre directly beneath us.
. I'm not doing this simply for my benefit.
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Prepositional phrases sometimes come in pairs, especially in certain

Idioms:

The dog wes wagging its tail from side to side.

| see him from time to time.

We're going to clean this house from top to bottom.
Jenny was grnnning from ear fo ear.

Functions of Prepositional Phrases

Two of the main functions of prepositional phrases in sentences are an

adverbial (adjuncts, disjuncts and conjuncts) and as complements (both

subject-complements and object-complements.

)

Prepositional phrases as adjuncts

The cat was on the table.

In Scotland it sometimes snows in summer.

| paint with great enthusiasm but with little skill,

| even baked a cake for her.

2) Prepositional phrases as adjuncts (making a comment on the rest of the
sentence;

. To my surprise, there was no-one there,

. To Mrs Brown's relief, the storm hadn’t domaged her fruit plants.

. In all faimess, | don't think we can blame her for what hcppened

3) Prepositional phrases as Conjuncts (inking sentences:

. You're not going diving. For @ start, you can’t swim.

4) Prepositional phrases as subject-complements:

Your work is of great value.
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d)

His opinion is of little interest to me.

Prepositional phrases as object-complements:

We considered the information of little importance.
He found the work boring and beneath his dignity.

A Prepositional phrase may modify (that is to say, describe or identify)

preceding noun In much the same way as an adjective does:

who is that man with red haire (=thot red -haired man)

He is a man of honour, (= an honorable man)

They greeted us with screams of delight, (= delighted screams)
The train ot platform 6 is the 10.35 to London Euston.

The light at the front door suddenly went out.

Who wrote The Man in the Iron Mask's

A Prepositional phrase may equally modify the flowing nouns..

He made a few off-the-cuff remarks and sat down again. ( = ¢ few

unprepared remarks. thought up ot the time of speaking)

The offences are subject to on-the-spot fines, (immediate fines)

I don't like his in-your-face style of speaking. (= his rather aggressive style of

speaking)

Wwe need an in-depth survey of the state of the roads.

A Prepositional phrase may also modify an adjective or the word not or -

n't (that is, It may emphasize them or weaken their force):

Your behaviour was foolish In the extreme. (= extremely foolish)

We weren't worried in the slightest,

| am not in the least surprised.
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. A Prepositional phrase may function as the complement of an adjective,
a verb, a noun or an adverb. The complement of an adjective, verb, noun or
adverb is a group of words that follows it and provides further information
relating to it:

. My parents are very keen on opera.

. She is very fond of her grandchildren.

. There's no need to be afraic of dogs.

. The dog waes very possessive about its puppies.

. My daughter is very good with horses.

. I've decided on the black dress.

. Tom insisted on a vote.

. | won't comment on that.

. At this very moment there are people who are dying of hunger.
. There's no point in our being here.

. What is the purpose of this visit?

. Covulc we have o jug of water, please?

. | think | got an unfair share of the blame.

. She shows a remarkable aphitude for mathematics.
. She quickly moved away from the wall.

How to Distinguish between similar

Prepositional Phrases
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. Prepositional phrases that function as adverbials can sometimes look very
similar to Prepositional phrases that function as complements of adjectives,
verps, etc.

Notice the differences between the following pairs of sentences:

. Mary was sick on the bus. (adverbial - says where she was sick)

. Mary was sick of waiting, (complement - says what she was sick of)

. She decided on the way home, (cdverbial says when she decided)

. She decided on the black dress, (complement - says what she chose)

. She shows great skill in tapestry, (complement - says what she is skilful at)
. Notice that adverbials can usually move to the beginning of their
sentences:

. On the bus, Mary was sick.

. On the way home, she decided.
. For such a young girl, she shows great skill,,

Complements, however, cannot normally do this - they must follow the words

that they are complements of.

. Another difference between adverbials and complements is thot
prepositional phrases functioning adverbials can have any or a wide range of

prepositions as their head:

. Marya m wa@s sick on the bus. e in the car.
. at the bus-stop . over the floor
e beside the telephone

With complements, however, the choice of preposition is much more restncted,
Mary was sick of waiting (BUT NOT sick ot waiting, sick in waiting, sick on waiting)
In fact, the prepositions in complements are determined by the words that the
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complements are attached to. Nouns, verbs, and adjectives, in particular,
usually have one, sometimes more than one preposition that they must be
followed by:

keen on, good at, tired of, angry with, annoyed at
think about, laugh at, sneer at,

belief in, fear of, aptitude for, desire for, love of
and SO on.

. The choice of customary preposition may depend on the sense of the
word or on what follows the prepositions:

. She is good at maths. She is good with children.

. Fruit 1s good for you. . He was angry at the delay.

. He was angry with you because you were late.

. Prepositional phrases that modify (that is, descnbe or identify) nouns are

often hard to distinguish from ones that are complements of nouns (that is, thot
give more information acbout what the nouns relcte to).

Notice the differences between these pairs of sentences:

. The bag on the table is mine, (modification - identifies which bag)

. She was holding a bag of potatoes, (complement- says what was in the
bag)

. The answer in the book is wrong, (modification identifies where the answer
1S}

. The answer to your problem lies in yourself, (complement - gives

information cbout what the answer relates to)

. The problems in the office can easily be sorted out, (modification — say
where the problems are)
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. The problem with John is that he's too shy. (complement - gives
information cbout who the problem relates o)

. Prepositional phrases may stand next to each other in ¢ sentence but with
different function.

. Her grandmother was sithng in an armchaoir with her cat.
. Her grandmother was sithing in an armchair with old, frayed cushions.
. In the first sentence, both in an armchair and with her cct are adverbials,

describing where and how the grandmother was sitting.

. Her grandmother was sithng in an armcharr.
. Her grandmother was sithing with her cat.
. In the second sentence, however, the phrase with old, frayed cushions is

not an adverbial but iIs modifying (descnbing) the chair. There is, therefore, only
one adverbial in the sentence: in an armchair with old, frayed cushions. Similorly,
N the sentence

. wWho lives in that house on the hill?

the phrase on the hill is moditying (identifying) the house, so again the structure
of the sentence is subject + verb + adverbial: Who/lives/in that house on the hillg

Of course, there may be more than two Prepositional phrases together in a

sentence. Here is one with three:

Her grandmother was sitting in an crmchair with her cat beside her.

In this sentence, beside her is an adverbial, saying where the cat was.
In the next sentence, there are four Prepositioncl phrases together:

Her grandmother was sitting in an armchair with a cup of tea In her band. Here
the phrases in an armchair, with a cup of tea and in her hand are adverbials,

and, in addition, of tea is the complement of 'cup’.
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EXERCISE (1)

Pick out the prepositional phrases in the following sentences. Underline the head

and circle the complement of each Prepositional phrase.
1) In the comer, on a blanket, lay a huge black cat.
Ans: Prepositional phrase: In the corner, on a blanket
Head of Prepositional phrase: In, on

Complement of Prepositional phrase: the corner, ¢ bionket
2) The match was cancelled because of the weather,
Ans: Prepositional phrase: because of the weather

Head of Prepositional phrase: because of

Complement of Prepositional phrase: the weother

3) In Bntcin such a thing would never have happened.
Ans: Prepositional phrase: In Britain

Head of Prepositional phrase: In

Complement of Prepositional phrase: Britain

4) Where are you going to?

Ans: Prepositional phrase: Where, to

Head of Prepositional phrase:; going to

Complement of Prepositional phrase: going

S) | waited anxiously for her reply.

Ans: Prepositional phrase: For her reply

Head of Prepositional phrase: For
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Complement of Prepositional phrase: her Reply

6) Amongst other things, Km a writer.

Ans: Prepositional phrase: Amongst other things

Head of Prepositional phrase: Amongst

Complement of Prepositional phrase: Other things

/) On behalf of my family, | would like to thank you all for your good wishes
Ans: Prepositional phrase: On behalf of my family, for your good wishes
Head of Prepositionol phrase: On, For

Complement of Prepositional phrase: Behalf of my family, your good wishes
8) We got the car started without much trouble.

Ans: Prepositional phrase: Without much trouble

Head of Prepositional phrase: Without

Complement of Prepositional phrase: Much trouble

?) Apart from the kitchen it's a lovely flat.

Ans: Prepositional phrase: Apart from the kitchen

Head of Prepositional phrase: Apart from

Complement of Prepositional phrase: The kitchen

10)  Withincreasing clarm, she looked to see it the man was still there.
Ans: Prepositional phrase: With increasing alarm

Head of Prepositional phrase: With

Complement of Prepositional phrase: Increasing alorm

11} She pulled ocut a box from under the bed.

Ans: Prepositional phrase: From under the bed
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Head of Prepositional phrase. from

Complement ot Prepositional phrase: Under the bed
12) He pressed a coininto the man's hand.

Ans: Prepositional phrase: Into the man’s hand

Head of Prepositional phrase: into

Complement of Prepositional phrase: The man’s hand

EXERCISE (2)

Pick out the Prepositional phrases in the following sentences and say what their
function is in the sentence (i.e. is the phrase an adjunct, a disjunct or a conjunct,

or is it modifying something?)

I) The mecl was eaten in silence.

Ans: in silence, (Adjunct)

2) To their horror, the vase slipped from his grasp and fell to the floor.
Ans: To their horror, (Disjunct)

3) She studied the picture for @ few minutes with great interest.
Ans: with great interest, (Adjunct)

4) The man in front of me seemed to have lost his wallet.

Ans: in front of me, (Adjunct)

S) The dress 1s meant to be worn off the shoulder.

Ans: to be worn, (Adjunct)

6) She was wearnng an off-the-shouvlder dress.

Ans: off-the-shoulder dress, (Modifying Object)

7) The smiths live in the house on the corner of the street.
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Ans: in the house on the corner of the street, (Adjunct)
8) | don't mind in the least.

Ans: in the least, (Disjunct)

7) The clothes were lying in @ pile on the floor.
Ans: in a pile on the floor, (Adjunct)

10} The clothes in that pile on the floor are mine.
Ans: in that pile on the floor, (Modifying Subject)

11)  Inmy opinion, we're lost.

Ans: In my opinion, (Disjunct)

12) It you pull and | push ¢t the scme time, we should manage to move the

car.
Ans: at the same time, (Modifying)

13) Inthat case, I'll let you decide what to do.
Ans: In that case, (Disjunct)

14) There's o bird with a broken wing in the garden

Ans: with a broken wing, (Modifying Subject)

EXERCISE (3)

Say whether the Prepositional phrases in the following sentences are functioning

as adjuncts, functioning as complements or modifying nouns.
1) He raised the cup to his lips and drank deeply.
Ans: Complement; to his lips

2) This is an exception to the general rule.
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3)

Ans:

Ans:

3)

Ans:

6)

Ans:

7)

Ans:

8)

Ans:

7)

Ans.

10

Ans:

1)

Ans:

12)

Ans.:
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Complement; to the general rule
| saw a strange man on the bus.

Adjunct; on the bus

The man on the bus was wearnng a tattered old coat.

Modifying Noun; on the bus

Molly was rather surpnsed at Tom's behaviour.
Complement; at Tom’s behaviour

The boct was heading away at full speed.
Adjunct; at full speed

Mrs. Park wasn't pleased at the deloy.
Adjunct; at the delay

There's no doubt about it. That's the man | saw.
Complement; about it

Gradually the noise behind them died away.
Adjunct; behind them died

The house has rather suffered from neglect recently,
Complement; suffered from neglect

Put the toys in that box.
Adjunct; in that box

The hittle girl was glowing with pnde.

Complement; with pride
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