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Button, ﬁutton _

The package was lving by the front door - a cube-shaped carton scaled with lape,
their name and address printed by hand. "“Mr, and Mrs. Arthur Lewis. 2| T-E, Thirty-seventh
Street, New York, New York 10016.” Norma picked 1t up, unlocked the door, and went into
the apartment. Tt was just getting dark.

After she had put the lamb chops in the broiler. she sat down to open the package.

Inside the carton was a push-button unit fastened to a small wooden box. A glass
dome covered the button. Norma tried to Jift it off, but it was locked in place, She turned the

unit over and saw a folded piece of paper scotch-taped to the bottom of the box. She pulled it
off: “Mr. Steward will callon you at 8.0OP.M.™

Norma put the button unit beside her on the couch. She reread the typed note,
smiling.
A few moments later, she went back into the kitchen to make the salad.

The doorbell rang at eight o'clock. “I'll get it,” Norma called from the kitchen. Arthur
was in the living room, reading.

There was a small man in the hallway. He removed his hat as Norma opened the door.
“Mrs. Lewis” he inquired politely.
YR

“I'm Mr. Steward.”™

“Oh, Yes.” Norma repressed a smile, She was sure now it was a sales pitch.
"May I comein?" asked My, Steward.

“I'mrather busy,” Norma said.

“Don't you want to know what it j37”

Norma tumed back. Mr. Steward's tone had been offensive. “No. I don't think s0.”
she replied.

“ltcould prove very valuable,™ he told her,

“Monetanly?" she challenged.

Mr. Steward nodded, "Monetanly,” he said.

Norma frowned. She didn't like his attitude. “What are you trying to sell?” she asked.
“I'mnotselling anything,” he answered.

Arthur came out of the living room. “Something wrong?"

Mr. Steward introduced himself
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“Jtwon't take long to explain,” replied Mr. Steward. “May [ come in?"

“Ifyou're selling something —,” Arthur said.

Mr. Steward shook his head, “I'mnot.”

Arthur looked at Norma. “Up to you,” she said.

He hesitated. "Well, why not?" he sawd.

They went into the living room and Mr. Steward sat in Norma's chair. He reached Into

an inside coat pocket and withdrew a small sealed envelope. “Inside here is akey to the bell-
unit dome.” he said. He set the envelope on the chair side-table. “The bell 1s connected to our

office.”
“What's it for?" asked Arthur,

“If you push the button,” Mr, Steward told him, “somewhere in the world someone
you don't know will dic. In retum for which you will receive a payment of $50,000.”

Norma stared at the small man. He wassmiling.

“What are you talking about? Arthurasked him,

Mr. Steward looked surprised. “But I've just explained,” he said.

“Js this a practical joke?" asked Arthur.

“Not atall. The offer is completely genuine.”

“Youarcn't making sense,” Arthur said, " You expect us to believe —"

“Whodo vourepresent” demanded Norma.

Mr. Steward looked embarrassed. “)'m afraid I'm not at liberty to tell you that,” he
said. “However, | assure you, the organization is of international scope.™

“I think you'd better leave,” Arthur said, standing.

Mr. Steward rose. “Otcourse.”

*And take vour button unit with you.™

“Are you sure you wouldn't ¢care to think about 1t for a day or so77

Arthur picked up the button unit and the envelope and thrust them into Mr, Steward's
hands. He walked into the hall and pulled open the door.

“I'l leave my card,” said Mr. Steward, He placed iton the table by the door.

When he was gone, Arthur tore it in half and tossed the pieces onto the table.

Norma was stil] sitting on the sofa. “What do you think 11 was?” she asked.
“Idon'tcare to know,” hec answered.

She tried 1o smile but couldn't. " Aren’t you curious at all?”

“No." He shook his head.

After Arthur had retumed to his book, Norma went back to the kitchen and finished

www.topstudyworld.com



www.topstudyworld.com English

bathroom mirror.
“Doesn’titintrigue you?"
“ltoffends me," Arthur said.
“I know, but” — Norma rolled another curler in her hair —"doesn't it INIrigue you,

t00?”
“You think it's a practical joke?"” she asked as they went into the room.
“Ifitis, it'sasick one.™
Norma sat on herchair and said after amoment.
“May be it's some kind of psychological rescarch.”
Arthur shrugged. "Could be,”
“Maybe some eccentric millionaire is doing it.”
“Maybe.”
“"Wouldn't you like to know?"
Arthur shook his head.
“Why?”
“Because it's immoral,” he told her,
Norma slid beneath the covers. “Well, I think it's intriguing,” she said.
Arthur tumed ofT the Jamp. "Good night,” he said.
Norma closed her eyes, “Fifty thousand dollars," she thought,

In the moming, as she left the apartment. Norma saw the card halves on the table.
Impulsively, she dropped them into her purse. She locked the front door and joined Arthur in
the elevator.

While she was on her colfee break, she took the card halves from her purse and held
the tom edges together. Only Mr. Steward's name and telephone number were pninted on the
card.

After lunch, she took the card halves from her purse again and scotch-taped the edges
together. “Why am [ doing this”" she thought.

Justbefore five, she dialed the number.

"Good aftermoon,” said Mr. Steward's voice.

Norma almost hung up but restrained herself. She cleared her throat,
“This 1s Mrs. Lewis,” she said.

“Yes, Mrs, Lewis,” Mr. Steward sounded pleased.

“I'mcunous.”

“That’s natural,” Mr. Steward said.

"N that  halineveaavninrd AaCuihat coacn d il ean P
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would die, what did you mean?"

“Exactly that,” he answered. "It could be anyonc. All we guarantee is that you don't
know them. And, of course, that you wouldn't have to watch them die,”

“For S50,000," Norma said.

“Thatiscorrect.”
She made a scoffing sound, “That's crazy.”

*Nonetheless, that is the proposition,” Mr. Steward said. "Would you like me to
retum the button unit?”

Norma stiftenced. "Certainly not." She hung up angnly.

The package was lying by the front door; Norma saw it as she Ief the elevator. Well,
of all the nerve, she thought. She glared at the carton as she unlocked the door, | just won't
take i1 in, she thought. She wentinpside and started dinner,

Later, she went into the front hall. Opening the door, she picked up the package and
carned it into the kitchen, leaving iton the table.,

She sat in the living room, lecking out the window. After & while, she went back into
the kitchen 1o turn the cutlets in the broiler. She put the package in a bottom cabinet, She'd
throw it out in the moming.

“May be some cceentric millionaire is playing games with people,” she said.
Arthur looked up from his dinner, 1 don't understand you.”

"What does that mean?”

“Letitgo,” he told her.

Norma ate in silence. Suddenly, she put her fork down. “Suppose it's a genuine
offer?” she said.

Arthur stared at her,
"Suppose it’s a genuine offer?”

“All right, suppose it is”" He looked incredulous, *What would you like to do? Get
the button back and push it? Murder someone?”

Norma looked disgusted. “Murder.”

"How would you define i7"

“If'vou don't even know the person?” Norma said.

Arthur leoked astounded, " Are you saying what | think you are?"

“If it's some old Chinese peasant ten thousand miles away? Some discased native in
the Congo?”

“How about some baby boy in Pennsylvania?" Arthur countered. “Some beautiful
little girl on the next block?"

www.topstudyworld.com



www.topstudyworld.com English

murdcr.
“The point is,” Norma broke in, “if it's someone you've never seen in your life and

never will see, someone whose death you don't even have to know about, you still wouldn't
push the button?”

Arthur stared at her, appalled. *You mean you would?”

"“Fifty thousand dollars, Arthur.”
“What has theamount —"

"Fifty thousand dollars, Arthur,” Norma interrupted. “A chance to take that trip to
Europe we'vealways talked about.”

“*Norma, no."
"Achance to buy that cottage on the island.”
"*Norma, no." His face was white.

She shuddered. “All right, take it casy,” she said. “Why are you getting so upset? It's
only talk.”

A fter dinner, Arthur went into the living room, Before he left the table, he said, “I'd
rather not discuss it anymore, if youdon't mind.”

Norma shrugged, "Fine with me."
She got up carlier than usual to make pancakes, eggs, and tea for Arthur’s breakfast.
"What's the occasion?" he asked withasmile.
“Nooccasion.” Norma looked offended. "1 wanted to do it, that's all.™
“"Good,” hosaid. "I'm glad you did.”
Sherefilled his cup. "Wanted to show you I'm not —," she shrugged.
“Not what?"
“Sclfish.”
“Did ] say you were?"
“Well"—she gestured vaguely —"last night”. ...
Arthur didn't speak.
*All that talk about the button,” Norma said. * | think you—well, misunderstood me."
" In what way?" His voice was guarded.
"I think you felt” —she gestured again—"that | was only thinking of myself."”

“Oh ™
"l wasn't."”

"Noma —"

“Woll | wasn't, When | ulkod about Europo a cottage on the Island —
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“What?"

“That I'd like for us to go to Europe. Like for us to have a cottage on the island, Like
forus to have a nicer apartment, nicer furniture, nicer clothes, acar.”

“Norma, we will,” he said.

“When?"

He stared at herindismay,

“Norma—"

“When?"

“Areyou' — heseemed to draw back slightly — * are youreally saying —"

“I'm saying that they're probably doing it for some research project!™ she cut himoff.
“That they want to know what average people would do under such a circumstance! That
they're just saying someonc would die, in order to study reactions, se¢ if there would be guilt,
anxicty, whatever! You don't really think they'd kill somebody, do you™

Arthur didn'tanswer. She saw his hands trembling. Afier a while, he gotupand left.

When he'd gone 1o work, Norma remained at the table, staring into her coffee, I'm
going to be late, she thought. She shrugged, What difference did it make?

While she was stacking dishes, she tumed abruptly. dned her hands, and took the
package from the bottom cabinet. Opening it, she set the button unit on the table, She stared
atit for a long time before taking the key from its envelope and removing the glass dome. She
stared at the button. How nidiculous, she thought. Al this furore over a meaningless button.

Reaching out, she pressed it down. For us, she thought angnly.
She shuddered. Was it happening? A chill of horror swept across her.

In 2 moment, it had passed. She made a contemptuous noise. Ridiculous, she
thought. To get so worked up over nothing.

She threw the button unit, deme, and key into the wastebasket and hurried to dress
for work.

She had just tumed over the supper steaks when the telephone rang. She picked up
the receiver. “Hello?"

“Mrs. Lewis?”
“ch?“
“Thas i1s the Lenox Hill Hospital.™

She felt unreal as the voice informed her of the subway accident — the shoving
crowd, Arthur pushed from the platform in front of the train. She was conscious of shaking
her head but couldn't stop.

As she hung up. she remembered Arthur's life-insurance policy for $25,000, with

demthle indermmite tor —
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wastebasket. There were no nails or screws visible. She couldn't see how it was puttogether,

Abruptly, she began to smash it on the sink edge, pounding it harder and harder, until
the wood split. She pulled the sides apart, cutting her fingers without noticing, There were no
transistors in the box, no wires or tubes.

The box was empty,

She whirled with a gasp as the telephone rang. Stumbling into the living room, she
picked up the receiver.
“Mrs, Lewis?" Mr. Steward asked.

ltwasn't her voice shrieking so; it couldn't be.  You said I wouldn't know the one that
died!™

"My dear lady.” Mr, Steward said. *Do you really think you knew your husband?”

ThAAvottnnnne

Theme

Mr. Steward an agent of an international orgamzation gave Mr. and Mrs. Arthur
Lewis a temptation of $50,000 if they pushed the button of a mechanism that would kill SOmMe
unknown person anywhere in the world. Arthur opposed the idea and considered it a murder.
But his wife Norma found it beneficial for improving the lifestyle by purchasing a cottage on
the island and having a chance 1o take a tnip to Europe. Norma. overcome by the temptation,
pushed the button in the absence of her husband and gothim Killed in an accident.

Reading Notes

an expression of displeasure
m small fitting in machinery

cager 1o leam, inquisitive

m carry on underhand p-lm

raised shoulders to express helplessness
e Jo

impulsively | spontancously

swallowed |wok n

scoffing launting

glared gazed, looked at it without blinking
appalled termnified, dismayed
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EXERCISES
1. Choose the correct answer,
I Where did Norma put the lamb chops?
a) in the oven b) in the broiler
¢) in the freezer d) in the basket
. There was a small man
a) in the porch. b) in the room.
¢) at the door. d) in the hallway.
1. Where was the key to the bell-unit dome?
a) in the box b) in the drawer
c) in the sealed envelope d) in the pocket
Iv. What was the reward for pushing the button?
a) $25,000 b} $50,000
¢) $5.000 d) $2,500
Vv, What was the question of Norma that made Mr. Steward embarrassed?
a) Where do you hve? b) How do you do?
c) What do you sell? d) Who do you represent?
Vi, What could have happened by pushing the button?
a) Somewhere in the world a bird would die.
b) Someone would die in the neighbourhood.
¢) Some songs would be heard.
d)-  Somecwherein the world some unknown person would die.
vii.  Whydidn't Arthuragree 1o the offer of Mr, Steward for pushing the button?
a) Hc considered ita practical joke,
b) Hedidn't rely on him.
c) He considered death of some unknown person @ murder.
d) He didn't beheve him,
viii.  Why wasthe offer of $50,000 attractive for Norma?

a) She had a planto improve her life.
b) She felt no harm in helping someone to conduct a psychological

rescarch,
C) She wanted to purchase a sct of jewellery.
d) She wanted to buy a2 new house.
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Why didn't Norma take the consent of her husband to comply with the
instructions of Mr. Steward?

a) He couldn’tunderstand the idea.
b) He¢ would share the offer.
c) He considered it a murder.
d) He considered it immoral to kill some unknown person for the sake
of moncy.
2. Mark the statements true or false,

L]
1.
»w
1.
LN
.

WV,
V1.
Vil
VI,
1X.

X.

Norma found the carton in front of her door as she amived home.

Norma believed that Mr. Steward was a guest,

Mr. Steward 100k out a key and opened the box for Arthur.

Arthur and Norma have the same reaction to Mr. Steward's proposition,
Norma could not resist calling Mr. Steward back.

Norma did not agree with Mr. Steward 10 have the button unit brought back.
Arthur said he beheved that Mr. Steward’s offer was a genuine one.

Norma wants Arthur to understand that she 1§ interested in the proposition
because the money would help the two of them.

Arthur could accept participaung along with Norma if they were part of a
rescarch project.

Norma called Mr, Steward after she lcarned of Arthur’s death.

3 Answer the following questions,

i
",
n,
Iv.
v,
Vi.
Vi,

VIIL.

Why did Norma consider the tone and attitude of Mr. Steward offensive?
Why did Arthur disagree with his wife?

Why did Norma try to persuade her husband 1o agree with her?

What were the reasons Norma gave to her husband to accept the offer?
Why did Mr. Steward continue persuading Norma?

What was the message Norma received on pushing the button?

What is the significance of Arthur’s life-insurance policy?

Did Norma remain normal on heanng the news of the accident of her
husband?

4. Write down the answers to the following questions in 100 - 150 words.

I
1.

Wnite 2 note on the character of Arthur.
Why didn’t Norma remain true 1o her husband?

nn Lriil A rTYTeMS lir;l" ”nmn'a ﬂnﬂm:ﬂn llnunll .L.L ‘.MIL .-..l'.’ e e, s k. W ESAaEE L.—.--.-
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V. What moral lesson does the story 1each?
Connectasentence of Column I with the relevant sentence in Column I1.
| Column | Column 11
She sat down to open : ZCnuIne.
She saw a lolded picce of paper
Arthur came out of by the door.
It won't take long- in the bathroom mirror

The offer 18 completely the hiving room.
The organization is of scotch-taped to the bottom of the box,

Az you sure you wouldn't care to think about it for a day or so?

He placed it on the 1able o explamn.

He looked at her reflection from her purse.

She 100k the card halves imtemational scope.

Usethe correct formsof the verbs given in brackets.
', Norma {unlock) the door, and {go) into the apartment.
I, She{tum) the unitover.
1. She(reread) the typed note smilingly.
v, He {remove) his hat as Norma {open) the door.,
V. Mr. Steward (look ) surprised.
Punctuate the following lines,

mr steward looked embarrassed i m afraid 1 m not at liberty to tell you that he said
however 1 assure you the orgamization is of international scope

Writedown the following lincs in indirect narration.

I "Don't you wunt to know about i1?" the salesman asked the customer.

1. "I hope everything goes well with you.” said Asifto his friend,

01 "Where shall we meet tomorrow, at my home or at yours?™ the lawyer asked
his client.

V. “Allis well that ende well? caid the fathar whoan he hod Gnichad tha ortae:
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Géé"ring'in the Sky

“Thisas the way, Jess.™ said my Eather. pountinge with s cane across the deep valley
below us. [ want to show vousomething you've not seen fos many vears'™

“Isn'tir 100 hot for you 1o do much walking” 1 wiped the streams of sweat from my
tace 1o keep them from stinginy my eves,

Fdidnt want 10 go with him. 1 had Just finished walking a half mile uphll from my
home to his 1 had carried a baske! of dishes to Mom, There were two slips in the road and |
couldn’t drive my car. And [ knew how hot it was. It waus 97 in the shade. | knew that from
January until Apnl my father had gonce 1o eight different doctors. One of the doctors had told
him not to walk the length of a city block. He told my father to &et afaxe to 1ake him home.
But my father walked home five miles across the mountmn and told Mom what the doctor
had said. Forty years ago a doctor had told him the same thing. And he had lived 16 raise 3
family of five children. He had done as much hard work in those years as any man.

I could not protest 1o him now: He had made up bis mind. When he made up his mind
10 do a thing. he would do it if he had 10 craw). He didn't care 1F 1t was 97 in the shade or 16
below zero, [ wiped more sweat from my face as | followed him down the little path between
the pasture and the meadow.

Suddenly he stopped a1 the edge of the meadow. 100k his pocket knife from his
pocket, and cuta wisp of alfalfis, He held it up between himand the sun.

“Look a1 this, Jess!™ he bragged. "Did you cver see better alfalfa grow out of the
carth?”

"It’s the best looking hay I've ¢ever seen any place.” 1 said. “I've not scen better
looking alfalfacveninthe Little Sandy River bottoms!™

“When 1 bought this linle farm, cverybody around here said I'd end up with my
tamily at the country poor farm if [ tried to make 2 hving here,” he bragged again, “It took me
thirty years to improve these old worn-out acres (o make them do this!”

*1 hke these woods, Jess,” my father said. "Remember when we used 1o come here to
hunt for squirrels” Remember when we sat beneath these hickories and the squirrels threw
green hickory shells down at us? The moming wind just at the break of day 1n Augus! was so
good to breathe. I can't forget those days. And in October when the rabbits were ripe and the
frosts had come and the hickory leaves had tumed vellow and when the October winds blew
they rustled the big leaves from the trees and they fell ke vellow ramn drops 1o the ground!
Remember,” he said, looking at me with his pale blue cyes. "How our hounds. Rags and

| | ® SmYE

Ql"l\il' 12,511 7, [PUSUEN SN SO L S
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“Oh. no. ho.” he said as he began to ¢limb the second bluft that lificd abruptly from
the flat toward the sky. The pines on top of the mountain above us looked as 1f the fingers of
their long boughs were fondling the substance of a white cloud. Whatever my father wanted
me to sec was on top of the highest point of my farm. And with the exception of the last three
years, [ had been over this point many umes. | had never seen anything extraordinary upon
this high point of rugged land. [ had seen the beauty of many wild flowers, a few rock chffs,
and many specics of hard and sofi-wood trecs.

“Why do you take the path straight up the point?” ] asked. “Look at these other paths!
What are they doing here?”

Within the distance of a few yards, scveral paths left the main path and circled around
the slope, gradually climbing the mountain,

“All paths go to the same place,” he answered.
“Then why do vou take the steep one?" T asked.
“I' explain later.” he spoke with half-breaths.

He rested a minute to catch his second wind while I managed to stand on the path by
holding toa little sapling, because it was too steep formy feet 1o hold unless 1 braced myself.

Then my father started to move slowly up the path again, supporting himself with his
cane. | followed at his heels. Justa few steps in front of hima fox squirrel crossed the path and
ran up a hickory ucc.

*Secthat, Jess! ™ he shouted.

“Yes. 1did,” Ianswered,

“That brings back somcthing to me.™ he said, “brings back the old days to see a fox
squirre] but this won't bring back asmuch as something I'm goin’to show you.”

My curiosity was aroused. [ thought he had found a new kind of wild grass, or an
unfamiliar herb. or anew kind of trec. For ] remembered the ime he had found a coffec tree in
our woods. Itis. as far as [ know. the only one of its kind growing in our country.

Only twice did my father stop to wipe the sweal from his eyes as he climbed the
second steep bluff toward the fingers of the pines. We reached the limbless trunks of thesc tall
straight pines whose branches reached toward the blue depth of the sky. or the white ¢loud
was now gone. | saw a clearing.  small clearing of not more than three-fourths of an acre in
the heart of this wildemess right on the mountain top.

*Now. you're comin' to somcething, son,” he said as he pushed down the top wire so
he could cross the fence. " This s something I want you to sec!”

“Who did this™ 1 asked, “Who cleared this land and fenced it? Fenced 1t agamst
what?"

“Stray cattle if they ever get out of the pasture,” he answered me curtly. “I clcared
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“Fertile.” he laughed as he reached down and picked up a double handful of leaf-rot
loam. *Thisis the land, son! Thisis it. I've tried al) kinds of land!"

Then he smelled the dint, He whiffed and whiffed the smell of this wild dirt into his
nostnls.

“Just like fresh air,™ he said as he let the dirt run between his fingers. “It’s pleasant to
touch, 100, he added.

“"But, Dad - "" | said.

"I know what you think,” he interrupted. “Your mother thinks the same thing. She
wonders why | ever climbed this mountain top to raise my potatoes, yams, and tomatoes!
But, Jess,” he almost whispered, “anything grown in new ground like this has a better flavor.
Waituntil my tomatoes are ripe. You'll never taste sweeter tomatoes in your life.”

“They'll soon be npe, t100,” I said as 1 looked at the dozen or more rows of tomatoes
on the lower side of the patch.

Then above the tomatoes were a half-dozen rows of yams, Above the yams were,
perhaps, three dozen rows of potatoes.

“Idon'tsee a weed in this patch,” I laughed. “Won't they grow here?”
“Iwon'tletem.” he said. “Now this is what I've been wanting youtosee!”

: “This is the cleanest patch I've ever seen,” | bragged. “But 1 still don't see why you
climbed the top of this mountain to clear this patch. And you did all this against your doctor’s
orders!”

“Whichone?" he asked, laughing.
| Then he satdown on a big oak stump and [ sat down on a small black-gum stump near
him. This was the only place on the mountain where the sun could shine to the ground. And

on the lower side of the clearing there was a rim of shadow over the rows of dark stalwart
plants loaded with green tomatoes.

"What s the reason for your planting this patch up here?” ] asked.

"Twenty imes in my life,” he said, "“a doctor has told me to go home and be with my
family as long as 1 could. Told me not to work. Not 1o do anything but to live and enjoy the
few days [ had left with me. If the doctors have been right,” he said, winking at me, “ have
cheated death many times! Now, I've reached the years the Good Book allows to man in his
hifetime upon this earth! Three score vears and ten!”

He got up from the stump and wiped the raindrops of sweat from his red-wrinkled
face with his big blue bandanna.

“And something clse, Jess,™ he said, motioning for me to follow him to the upper
edge of the clearing, “you won't understand until you reach three score and ten! After these

years your ime 1s borrowed. And when you live on that kind of time, something goes back,
SOMhinQ I cannot exnlain Yo on hack in the nlarsc vna bnosw and lnved Cawthic ctase hill
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slope together. We raised corn, beans, and pumpkins here,” he continued, his voice nsing
with excitement - he talked with his hands, too. “Those were the days. This wasn't the land
onc had to build up. It was already here as God had made 1t and we had 1o do was to clear the
trees and burn the bush. 1 ploughed this mountain with cattle the first ime it was cver
ploughed. And we raised more than a barrel of comn to the sheek. That's why [ came back up
here. [ wentback 10 our youth. And this was the only land left hike that was.™

“And, Jess,” he bragged, “regardless of my three score years and ten, 1 ploughed it.
Ploughed it with a mule! 1 have, with just a little help, doneall the work, It's like the land your
mother and | used to farm here when 1 brought my gun to the ficld and took home a mess of
fox squirrelsevery evening.™

] looked at the vast mountain slope below where my mother and father had farmed.
And | could remember. years Jater, when they farmed this land. 11 was on this steep slope that
my father once made me a little wooden plough. That was when | was six years old and they
brought me to the ficld to thin comn. I lost my little plough in a furrow and [ cried and cnied
until he made me another plough. But I never loved the second plough as 1 did the first one.

Now, to look at the mountain slope. grown up with tall trees, many of them big
cnough to have sawed into lumber at the mill, it was hard to beheve that my father and mother
had cleared this mountain slope and had farmed it for many years. For many of the trees were
sixty feet 1al) and the wild vines had maued theirtops together.

“And, Jess.” he almost whispered, “the doctors told me to sit sull and to take life
casv. I couldn’t doit. [ had to work. 1 had to go back. [ had to smell this nch loam again. This
land is not Jike the land | had 1o build to grow alfalfa. This is real land. I had to come back and
dig in it 1 had to smell at, sift it through my fingers again. And 1 wanted to tastc yams,
tomatoes, and potatoes grown inthss land.™

From this mountain top | looked far in every direction over the rugged hills my father
and mother had cleared and farmed com, maize, and cane. The one slope they hadn't cleared
was the onc trom which my father had clcared his last, small patch.

[ followed him from his cleaning in the sky, down a new path, toward the deep valley
below,

“But why do you have so many paths coming from the flat up the steep second
bluff?” I asked, since he had promised that he would explain this to me later.

“Oh, ves,” he smd. "Early last spring, [ couldn't climb straight up the steep path. That
was when the doctor didn't give me a week to hive. I made a longer. casier path so 1 wouldn't
have to do so much chhmbing. Then, as | got better,” he explaned. *I made another path that
was a little steeper. And as | continued to get better, | made steeper paths. That was onc way of
knowing ] was getting better all the time!”

| followed him down the path that wound this way and that, three tmes the length of
the path we had climbed.
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The author’s father has a weak heart. For forty years the doctors have been telling
him to be careful - forbidding him to work on his farm because he hasn't long to live. Now, in
spite of their prediction, he's lived 1o be seventy vears old, and he wants to show his son

something important on the top of the mountain. In this simple story, the son reflects his
father's deep love of nature and the strength of the human spirit.

Reading Notes
97 1n the shade temperature of 97°F
m
a wisp of alfalfa a thin stem of leafy green hay, used 1o feed horses and
COWS
brace

loam a rich soil consisting of clay. silt and sand
whiff smell, inhale the odor of something

yam orange coloured vegetable root, somewhat resembling a
sweet potato

a tree having hight but tough wood 1
"
EXERCISES

l. Choose the correct answer.

— T —— —

3 quanuity ol fox squirrels enough to cook for a me

al.
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a) hot. ) pleasant,
¢) rainy. d) humid,
N How many years ago did the doctor advise the old man to take rest?
a) ten b) twenty
<) thirty d) forty
Iv. How many children did the old man have?
a) three b) four
¢) five d) seven
v, What did the old man cut with his pocket knife?
a) asapling b) a flower
¢) awisp of alfalfa d) atomato
Vi, In how many years did the old man improve the land?
a) twenty b) thirty
c) forty d) SIXty
vil. Why did the old man hunt for the squirrels?
a) to scll b) to kil
c) 1o cook for meal d) (o pet
viii.  Whattype of special tree was found by the old man?
a) cherry b) apple
¢) orange d) coffee
1X. The clearing on the top was not more than
i) three acres. b) four acres.
c) (WO aCres. d) three-fourths of an acre.
X The land was fenced by
a) the son. b) the mother.
c) the old man, d) the brother of the old man.
2. Some of the statements below are true and some are false. Mark the true or false
statements,

!

e

Jess's father was a weak man.

The old man followed his doctors' advice all his life.
TL - ~14 ccan invitad hic canta take a walk up a mountain path,
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Vi, The old man took the casy path to g0 10 the top.

Vil. The old man took rest twice while chmbing up the steep bluff,

viii.  Theold mandid not have trust in God.

IX, The old man felt relieved of the fruit of his toil.

X. The vegetables that the old man grew 1n his secret garden were better

Alavored because of the sunshine in the cleanng.
Answer the following questions. (in one or two sentences)

L. Why didn't the old man follow the advice of the doctors?

1. What had the doctors 1old the old man?

", Where did the old man take his son?

V. Had the son ever been there before?

V. What were the names of the vegetables the old man grew on his farm?

Vi. Why did the old man 1ake the steep path?

vil.  Whydidthesonartheage of six cry?

viil.  What were the feclings of the old man at the age of seventy?
IX. Why had the old man planted his secret garden?

Write the answers to the follow ing questions in 50 - 100 words,

. Describe the physical appearance of the old man.

13 How did the old man fee) about the land?

1. What did the son remember from his ¢hildhood? Were these good
memories”

v, Write the story in your own words,

v, Whatmoral lesson does the story teach?

Usethe correct forms of the verbs given in brackets.

.. I{carry)abasket of dishes to Mom.

il [ (know) how hot it was.

1. 1(follow) him down the little path,

W, [{buy) this little farm around here.

V. Is that what you (want) to show me?

Punctuate the following lines.

ROW youre coming to something son he said as he pushed down the top wire so that
he could cross the fence this is something i want you to sce
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The tocket metal caoled in the meadow winds. Its hd gave a bulging pop. From 1ts
clock interior stepped a man, a woman, and three children. The other passengers whirled
away across the Martian meadow, leaving the man alone amony his famly.

The man felt hus hair flutter and the tissues of his body draw tight as if he were
standing at the center of a vacuum, His wife. before him, seemed almost to whirl away 1n
smoke. The children, small seeds, might atany instant be sown 10 all the Martian climes.

The children looked up at him, as people look to the sun to tell what time of their life
s, His face was cold,

“What's wrong”"" asked his wile.

“Let's get back on the rocket.”

~Goback tothe Earth?”

"Yes! Listen!”

The wind blew ax if 10 flake away their identities, At any moment the Martian air

might draw his soul from him, as marow ¢omes from a white bone. He felt submerged in 3
chemical that could dissolve his intellect and burn away his past.

They looked at the Martian lls thatime had wom with a crushing pressurc of years.
They saw the old cities, lostin their meadows. lying like children's delicate boncs among the
blowing lakes of grass,

“Chinup, Harry.” said his wife, “It'stoo Jate. We've come over sixty million miles.”

The children with their yellow hair bollered at the deep dome of the Martian sky.
There was no answer but the racing hiss of wind through the shff grass,

He picked up the luggage in his cold hands. “Here we 20, he smd —a man standing
onthe edge of asea, ready to wade inand be drowned.

They walked o town,

Iheir names were Bittering  Harry and his wate Cora, Dan, Laura, and David. They
built a small white cottage and ate good breakfasts there, but the fear was never gone. It lay
with Mr. and Mrx, Bittering. a third unbidden partner at every midnight 1alk. at every dawn
awakening.

“] feel like a salt crystal,” he said, “in a mountain stream, being washed away. We

csem= ssasand fne l‘\# k‘ﬂﬂi‘nq FDI'
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“Safeand insane!”

"Nonsense!™ Mr. Bittering looked out of the windows. "We're ¢lean, decent people.™
He looked at his children. “All dead cities have some kind of ghosts in them, Memories, |
mean.” He stared at the hills. “You sce a staircase and vou wonder what the Martians looked
like chimbing it. You sce the Martian paintings and you wonder what the painter was like, You
make a little ghost in your mind. a memory. It's quite natural. Imagination.” He stopped.
“You haven't been prowling up in those ruins. have you?™

“No, Papa,” David looked a1 his shoes,

"*See that you stay away from them. Pass the jam,”

"Justthesame,” said lintle David, "l bet something happens.™

Something happened that afternoon.

Laura stumbled through the settlement, ¢rying. She dashed blindly onto the porch,

"Mother, Father - the war, Earth!” she sobbed. "' A radio flash just came. Atom bombs
hit New York! All the space rockets have blown up. No more rockets to Mars, ever!”

“Oh, Harry!"” The mother held onto her husband and daughter,
"Arc yousure, Laura?" asked the father quictly.
Laura wept, "\We're stranded on Mars. foreverandever!™

For a long time there was only the sound of the wind in the Jate aftermoon. Alone.,
thought Bittering. Only a thousand of us here. No way back. No way. No way. Sweat poured
out from his face and his hands and his body: he was drenched in the hotness of his fear, He
wanted to stnike Laura, cried, "No. you're lying! The rockets will come back!™ Instead, he
stroked Laura’s head against him and said, “The rockets will get through someday.™

“Father. whatwill we do™

"Go about our business, of course. Raise crops and children. Wait, keep things going
until the war cnds and the rockets come again.”

The two boys stepped out onto the porch.

“Children,” he said. sitting there, looking beyond them, “I've something to tell you.”
“"We know,” they said.

He looked with dismay at their house. “Even the house. The wind's done something

to it. The air's bumed it. The fog at might. The boards, all warped out of shape. It's not an
Earthman's house any more.”

"Oh, your imagination!"

He put on his coat and tie. “I'm going into town. We've got to do something now. I'll
be back.”

“Wait, Harry!™ his wafe cnied.
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their knees, conversing with great leisure and ease,

Mr. Bittering wanted to firc a pistol in the air.

What are you doing, you fools! he thought. Sitting here! You've heard the
news - we're stranded on this planet. Well, move! Aren't you frightened? Aren't you afraid?
Whatare you going to do?

“Hello, Harry,” said everyone,

*Look," he said to them. *You did hear the news, the other day, didn't you?"

They nodded and laughed. "Sure. Sure, Harry.”

“What are you going to do about it?"

“Do, Harry, do? Whatcan wedo?"

“Build arocket, that's what!™

“Arocket, Harry? To go back to all that trouble? Ob, Harry!”

“But you must want to go back. Have you noticed the peach blossoms, the onions and
the grass?"

"Why, ves, Hamry, scems we did,” said onc of the men.

“Doesn'titscare you?”

*"Can'trecall that it did much, Harry.”™

“ldiots!”

“*Now, Harry."”

Bittering wanted to cry, “You've got to work with me. If we stay here, we'll all
change. The air. Don't you smell it? Something in the air. A Martian virus, may be; some sced,
orapolien. Listentome!”

They stared at him.

“Sam,” he said to onc of them.
“Yes, Harry?"

“Will vou help me build a rocket””

“Harry, [ got a whole load of mctal and some blueprints. You want to work in my
metal shop on a rocket you're welcome, I'll sell you that metal for five hundred dollars. You
should be able to construct a night pretty rocket, if you work alone, inabout thirty years.”

Everyone laughed.

“Don'tlaugh.”

Sam looked at him with quite good humor.
“Sam,"” Bittering said, “Youreyes - "
“What about them, Harry?"
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“They were, weren'tthey?”
"Why do you ask, Harry?"

“Because now they're kind of yellow-colored.”

“Is that so, Harry?"" Sam said, casually.

“And you'rctallerand thinner -

“You might be right, Harry,”

'Sam, you shouldn'thave yellow cyes.”

“Harry, what color of ¢eyes have you got?” Sam said.

“My eyes? They're blue, of course.”

“Here you are, Harry.” Sam handed him a pocket mirvor, “Take a look at yourself.”
Mr. Biuttering hesitated, and then raised the mirror to his face.

There were little, very dim flecks of new gold captured in the blue of his eyes.
“Now look what vou've done,” said Sam a moment later. "' You've broken my mirror.”

Harry Bittering moved into the metal shop and began to build the rocket. Men stood
in the open door and talked and joked without raising their voices. Once in & while they gave
him a hand on lifting something. But mostly they just idled and watched him with their
yellowing eyes.

“It's supper ime, Harry,”" they said.

His wife appearcd with his supper in a wicker basket.

“I won't touch i1,” he said. “I'll cat only food from our deep-freeze. Food that came
from the Earth, Nothing from our garden.”

His wife stood watching him. " You can't build a rocket.”

“I worked in a shop once, when 1 was twenty. | know metal, Once | get it started, the
others will help,' he said, not looking at her, laying out the biucpnints.

“Harry, Harry,” she said, helplessly.

“We've got to getaway, Cora. We've gotto!”

Summer bumed the canals dry. Summer moved like flame upon the meadows, In the
empty Earth settlement, the painted houscs flaked and peeled. Rubber tires upon which

children had swung in back yards hung suspended like stopped clock pendulums in the
blazing air.

Atthe metal shop, the rocket frame began to rust.

In the quiet autumn Mr. Bittering stood, very dark now, very golden-eyed, upon the
slope above his villa, looking at the valley.

“It's ime to go back, " said Cora.
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"Thetown'semply. Noone's going back,™ he said. " There's no reason to, none atall,”

The daughter wove tapesiries and 1he sons played songs on the ancient flutes and
pipes. their laughter echoing in the marble villa,

Mr Binerig gazed at the Earth setticment far away in the low valley. *Such odd,
such nidicilous housesthe Earth people butht.”

"They didn’t know any better.” his wafe mused. “Such ugly people. I'm glad they've
gone,”

They both looked at cach other, startled by all they had just finished saying. They
laughed.

"Where did they go?" he wondered, He glanced at his wafe. She was golden and
slender like his daughter. She looked at him, and he seemed almost as young as their eldest
son,

"I don'tknow,  she said.
We'll go back to town may be next year, or the year after, or the year after that,” he

said, calmly. "Now - I'm warm. How about taking a swim?"

They tumed their backs to the valley. Arm in arm they walked silently down a path of
clear-running spring water.

Five years later a rocket fell out of the sky. It lay steaming in the valley. Men leaped
out of it, shouting.

“We have won the war on the Earth! We're here to rescue you! Hey!™

But the Amencan-built town of cottages. peach trees. and theaters was silent. They
found a limsy rocket frame rusting in an empty shop.

The rocket men searched the hills. The captain established headquarters in an
abandoned bar, His hieutenant came back to report.

“The town's empty. but we found the native life in the hills, sir. Dark people. Yellow
eyes. The Maruans, Very fmendly. We talked a bit, not much. They leam English fast, I'm sure
our relations will be most fnendly with them. sir.”

“Dark, ¢h?" mused the captain. “How many?”

"Six, eight hundred, I'd say, hiving in those marble ruins in the hills, sir. Tall, healthy.
Beauuful women.”

"Did they tell you what became of the men and women who built this Earth
settiement, Licutenant?”

“They hadn't the foggicst notion of what happened 1o this town or its people.™
*Strange. You think those Martians killed them?"

“They look surprisingly peaceful. Chances are a plague did this town in, sir.”

'.D‘*--‘ ' . -L-n :-— . .-.r-l-....-..-... -.A‘..-..‘.-._.-‘.-. - - ._..". — i il ..._.. - ﬂ._... ...’-..__.__
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The Bittening family are emigrants who join the other Earth people 10 escape from
nuclear war on the planet Earth; they flee to the planet Mars in a space rocket, When they
amve, they find that all the Martian towns are deserted. empiy and quict. There are, however,
ghosts — or memorics - that still remain in the dead cities. And there is something that bnngs
changes in the Earth people who have come 1o live there. Harry Bittening is determined to
¢hng to his Earth ways, to make an Earth life for himself and his family on Mars, to work and
wail until he can retum 1o his Earth home, But, gradually, he realizes that they, too, are
beginning to change in strange ways, 1o lose their Earthliness . ..

Reading Notes
bulging pop

wregular short, sharp, explosive sound

move of travel rapidly

flake away their identities lacking the knowledge of who they were, lose thei
identitics

soft, fatty substance that fills the hollow parts of bones

be brave; don't be afraid, Harry
the atom bomb will fiv the earthithe bomb will pcar;-n;ncmly destro

y the Earth

gOing about

sinke the tohot against something and almost fall
stranded

drenched
the Martian virus

n a datheult position
made wet all over
a microbe or discase germ found on Mars

small spots or patches

i
:
=

lapestrics decorations, embroiderics

EXERCISES
L. Choose the correct answer.
1. The man felt his hair flutter and the tissues of his body draw tight as if he
were
a)  sick. b)  happy.
c) feeling sad. d) standing at the center of a vacuum.
1} Atany moment the Martian airmight
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What did they sec on the Martian hills?

a) theoldcities b) flower beds
¢) strecamof fresh water d) adeep valley
What did they do after building a cottage?

a) decorated it b) furmshed it

¢) ate good breakfasts  d) armanged a feast
What was the news Laura told 1o her parents?
a) thewaronthe Earth  b) the death of the people

c) thearnval ofarocket  d) the fall of a rocket

Which one of the cities was attacked?

a) Texas b) Virginia

c) New York d) New Jersey

What did they feel on Mars after the attack on the Earth?

a) drenched b) stranded

C) secluded d) surrendered

What were the men doing in town on the shadowy step of the grocery store?
a) quarrelling b} conversing with great leisure and case
c) plaving d) buyingihe grocery

How many dollars did he demand to sell the metal?

a) two hundred b) three hundred

c) four hundred d) hive hundred

In which season did Mr. Bitterning stand very golden-cyed?

a) winter b) summer

¢) autumn d) spring

Some of the statements below are true and some are false. Mark the statements
true or false,

1
.
.

1

Vi

VIl

VIl

The rocket metal burned in the meadow winds,

He fel submerged in achemical that could enhance his intellect.
He felthike asalterystal in 2 mountain stream,

All the space rockets flew up.

He was drenched in the hotness of his fear.

Harry suggested 1o build arocket.

Men helped Harry in building a rocket,

The daughter wove lapestnes.
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Answer the following questions.

). Why did Harry want to go back to the Earth?

1} Why did he want to stay?

113 What climate did they face?

IV. What was the condition of the Bittering family on hearing the news of the

war on the Earth?
V. What did they want to grow?
V. What was the condition of their house?
vii.  Whatwasthe advice Harry gave to the people?
vi.  Howdangerous cana Martian virus be?
4. Write the answers to the following questions in 100-150 words.

1 What circumstance did the Bittering family face?
1. How social were the people of Mars?
11} How did the life change finally? Was this better or worse?
v, Write the story tn your own words.
V. What differences can you point out in the life style of the people of two
different planers?
> Usethe correct forms of the verbs given in brackets,
I The man (feel) his hair flutter,
I, They (see) the old cities,
1. They (look)attheirchildren.
1% Laura (stumblc) through the settlement,
V, Hce (drench)in the hotness of his fear.

Vi. Allthe boards (warp) out of shape.
Vil. Harry (move) into the metal shop,
vili.  His wife (appear) with his supper in a wicker basket.

1X. The sons (play) songs on the ancient flutes.
X They (tumm) their backs to the valley.
6. Punctuate the following lines,

the towns empty but we found native life in the hills sir dark people yellow eyes the
martians very friendly we talked a bit not much they leam english fast
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She was a lange woman with a large purse that had everything i it but a hammer and
nails. It had o long sirap, and she carmied it slung across her shounlder. It was about eleven
o'clock at night. dark. and she was walking alone, when a boy ran up hehind her and tricd to
snatch her purse. The strap broke with a sudden single tug the boy gave it from behind. But
the boy's weight and the weight of the purse combined caused him to lose is balance. Instead
of taking ofY full biast as he had hoped. the boy fell on his back on the sidewalk and his legs
flew up. The large woman simply tumed around and Kicked him right square in his blue
jeaned sitter. Then she reached down, picked the boy up by his shirt front, and shook him
until his teeth rattled.

After 1hat the woman said, "Pick up my pocketbook, boy, and give ithere.”

She still held him tughily. But she bent down enough to permit him 1o stoop and pick
up her purse. Then she said, “Now ain't you ashamed of yourself™”

Firmly gnpped by his shirt front, the boy said, “Yes'm.”

The woman said, "What did you wantto do it for?”

The boy sid, "1 didn'taimto.”

Shesaid. “Youa he!™

By that time two or three people passed, stopped, turned to look, and some stood
watching.

“If [ tum you loose, will you run?” asked the woman.

“Yes'm, " said the boy:,

“Then ] won't tum you loose,” said the woman. She did not release him.

“Lady. I'msomry.” whispered the boy.

“Um-hum! your face is dirty. | got a great mind to wash your face for you. AIn't you
got no body home totell you to wash your face?”

“No'm,” said the boy.

“Then it will get washed this evening.” said the large woman, starting up the street,
dragging the fnghtened boy behind her,

He looked as 1f he were fourteen or fifteen. frail and willow-wild. in tennis shoes and
bluc jeans,

The woman said. “You ought to be my son. | would teach you right from wrong.
Least | cando right s to wash your face. Are vou hungry?”

www.topstudyworld.com



www.topstudyworld.com English

K i

TR PR AR AR S S e T T
“*No'm"

"But you put yourself in contact with me.” said the woman. If vou think that that
contact i1s not going to last awhile, you got another thought conung. When I get through with
you, sir, you are going to remember Mrs. Luclla Bates Washington Jones.

Sweat popped out on the boy’s face and he began w struggle. Mrs. Jones stopped.
yerked him around in front of her, put a half nelson about his neck, and continued to drag him
up the street. When she got 1o her door, she dragged the boy inside, down a hall. and into a
large kitchenctte-fumished room at the rear of the house. She switched on the hght and left
the door open. The boy could hear other roomers laughing and talking in the Jarge house.
Some of their doors were open, 0o, so he knew he and the woman were not alone. The
woman stll held him by the neck in the middle of her rooms,

She said. “Whatis vour name?"
“Roger, " answered the boy,

“Then, Roger, you go to that sink and wash your face,” said the woman. whereupon
she turned him loose - at last. Roger looked at the door - looked at the woman - looked at the
door-and went to the sink.

“Let the water run unuil i gets warm, ™ she said, “MHere's a clean towel,”

"You gonna take me tojail?" asked the boy, bending over the sink.

“Not with that face, [ would not take you nowhere,” said the woman, “Here | am
trying to get home 1o cook me a bite to eat, and you snatch my pocketbook! Maybe you ain't
been Lo your supper cither, latc as itbe. Have vou?”

“There’s nobody home at my house.” said the boy,

“Then we'll eat,” said the woman. I believe you're hungry — or been hungry —to try
to snatch my pocketbook!™

“I'want a pair of blue suede shoes, ™ said the boy.

“Well, you didn't have 10 snatch my pocketbook to get some suede shoes,” said Mrs.
Luclia Bates Washington Jones. "Youcould have asked me,”

"Mam?”

The water was dnpping from his face, the boy looked at her. There was a long pausc.
Avery long pause. After he had dried his face, and not knowing what elsc to do, dried it again,
the boy tumed around, wondenng what next. The door was open. He could make a dash for it
down the hall. He could run, run, run, run!

The woman was sitting on the daybed. After a while she said, ' were young once and
[ wanted things | could not get.”

There was another long pause. The boy's mouth opened. Then he frowned, not
knowing he frowned.
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say that,” Pause. Silence. 'l have done things, too. which I would not tell you, son.

Everybody’s got something in common. So you sit down while [ fix up something to cat. You
might run that comb through your hair so you will look presentable.”

In another comer of the oom behind a screen was @ gas plate and an webox. Mrs.
Jones got up and went behind the sereen. The woman did not watch the boy to see if he was
going to run now, nor did she watch her purse, which she had left betand her on the daybed.
But the boy took ¢are 10 sit on the far side of the room, away from the purse, where he thought
she could casily see him out of the comer of her eye if she wanted to. He did not trust the
woman not to trust him. And he did not want 1o be mistrusted now,

“Do you need somebody 10 g0 to the store?™ asked the boy, “may be to get some milk
or something””

“Don't belicve I do.” satd the woman, “unless vou just want sweet milk yourself. |
was going to make cocoa oul of this canned milk [ got here,”

“That will be fine,” said the boy.

She heated some lima beans and beel she had in the icebox. made the cocoa, and set
the table. The woman did not ask the boy anything about where he lived. or his folks, or
anything clsc that would embarrass him. Instcad, as they ate, she told him about her jobina
hote] beauty shop that stayed open late, what the work was like, and how all kinds of women
came in and out, blondces., redheads, and Spanish. Then she cut him a half of her ten-cent cake.

'Eat some more, son.” shesmid.

When they were finished cating. she got up and said. "Now here, take this ten dollars
and buy yourself some blue sucde shoes. And next time. do not make the mistake of latching
onto my pocketbook nor anybody clse’s - because shoes got by devilish ways will bum your
feet. [ gotto get my rest now. But from here onin, son, [ hope you will behave yourselt.”

She led him down the hall to the front door and opened it. “Good night! Behave
yourself, boy!” she said. looking out into the street as he went down the steps.

The boy wanted 1o say something other than, “Thank vou, m'am,” to Mrs. Luclla
Bates Washington Jones, but although his lips moved, be couldn’t even say that as he tumed
at the foot of the barren stoop and looked up at the large woman in the door. Then she shut the
door.

LA AR L L L LA LR

Theme

A woman taught a wicked boy right from wrong when he tried to snatch hct purse
late at night. The boy lost his balance and fell on the sidewalk. She caught the boy by his nec-k
and gave him some jerks, and dragged him to her house where she directed him to wash his

dirty face, Then she offered him a cake to eat and ten dollars to buy a new pair of suede shoes.
Tha hau hacnme veve: s h immnrscersd hy the ﬂm‘i mndIICt nf'hc lﬂd\' ﬂnd mmiSCd to u a
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Reading Notes
slung {past ol sling)qloop;:d round
A — . — ——
taking off full blast running away at full speed
rattled make sl;orl sharp sounds quickly
Stoop bend the body 'forward and downward
frail ] weak .
willow-wild thin that can easily be bcnlﬁlikc willow-wild (a kind of shrub)
[ popped out ] came out quickly | J
———— —————
suede a kind of soft leather made from the skin of goat
frowned Eraw lhl; cycbrow to show puzzlement
embarrass make to feel ashamed
latching onto cling to, getting possession of I
EXERCISES
3 Choose the correct answer,
1. What was the woman carrying?
a) arod b) abag
<) a hammer d) a large purse
1. From where was she coming?
a) factory b) hotel beauty shop
c) office d) college

I, What had happened to her?
a) a boy made a request forhelp
b) a boy tried to help her
¢) a boy begged ten dollars
d) a boy tried to snatch her purse
V. The boy washed his face on the direction of

Fo ol - - -
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V. The boy was inhis
a) leens. b) twenties,
¢) forties. d) thirties.
V. What was the tull name of the woman?
a) Luclla b) Bates
c) Washington Jones d) Luclla Bates Washington Jones
vii.  Theboywasdraggedintoa
a) living room. b) kitchenette-furmished room.
¢) hall. d) dining room.
vin.  What did she suggest 1o the boy to look presentable?
a) to wash his face b) to dress properly
<) to polish the shoes d) tocomb his hair
IX. The woman cooked the food and asked the boy
a) 10 serve. b) to help.
¢) to setthe table. d) 0 eal.
X. What did the boy want 1o say to the woman”?
a) thank you, m'am b) thank ful to you
<) grateful to you d) something other than,
“Thank you, m'am”
2. Mark the statements truc or false,
I A large woman was carrying a large purse containing a hammer and nails.
1, The boy offered his help to carry the purse.,
111 The woman firmly gripped the boy by his shirt front.
1% The woman dragged the boy to her home,
V. She asked the boy to bring some food from the store.
Vi. The boy was punished by the other members of the house.
Vil The boy stole the pocketbook 1o buy some food.
vitt,  Theboy was alrard of going tojail.
IX. The boy did not trust the woman not to trust him.
X: The woman advised the boy not to make the mistake of latching onto her
pocketbook,
3. Answer the following questions,

What was the time when the bov tned to snatch the purse of the woman”?
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v,
V.
V1.

Vil

V11,

1X,
X.

What was the conduct of the people when they saw the incident?

How did the boy look physically?

What was the condition of the boy when the woman gave hima few jerks?
Why did the woman ask the boy to wash his face?

Why didn't the boy run from the house of the woman?

Why didn’t the woman watch the boy while prepaning a dish?

What was the nature of the woman's job?

4. Write the answers to the following questions in 100 - 150 words.

LB
1.

Wnite the incident in your own words,
What was the effect of the behaviour of the woman on the boy?

Why did she treat the boy nicely in her home after pumishing him in the
street?

S. Use the correct form of the verb in cach sentence.

She (carry )} the purse slung across her shoulder,
The boy (fall) on his back on the sidewalk.
Some people (turn) 10 look.

V. She (drag) the boy inside, down a hall.
V. Mrs. Jones(get) upand went behind the screen.
vi. The boy {1ake) care 1o siton the far side of the room.
vil, She (make) the cocoa, and sct the table.
viil.  Ahotel beauty shop (stay) open late,
IX. She (lead) him down the hall to the front door.
5 The boy {want) to say somcthing.
6. Punctuate the following lines.

well you didnt have to snatch my pocketbook to get some suede shoes said mrs luclla
bates washington jones you could have asked me

s Use the following prepositions in your own sentences,
In, across, off, up, around
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At the end of market day, the rich people with vehicles of all Kinds. cans, gigs,
wagons. dumpcarts gathered ata great big hall tora greatmeal,

There were chickens, pigeons and legs of mutton in the roast and an appetizing odour
of roast, beef. Leaf and gravy dripping over the browned skin, which increased the appente
and made everybady’s mouth water. Everyvone told his affairs, his purchases and sales. The
diners discussed the crops and the weather which was favourable for the green things but not
for wheat. Suddenly, at the sound of drumbeat in the court everybody rose from the seats
except a few ones who still had the food in their hands. After 1the drumbeat had ccased, the
drumbeater called out to the people who were now attentive and impatiently waiting for im
to call out the public announcement, "Itis hereby made known to the inhabitants of this place
and in general to all persons in the market that a black leather pocketbook contamning five
hundred shillings and some business papers was lost on the road between 9.00 and [0.001n
the momning. The finder is requested to return the same to the mayor's office or to Mr. James,
the caretaker of this public hall, There will beareward of 20 shillings™.

After the meal had concluded the Chief of the police appeared on the scene. He
inquired. “Is Mr. Hubert here?"” Mr. Hubert seated at another end of the table replied. “Here |
am.” The police officer went up to him and said, “Mr. Hubert, will vou pleasc accompany me
to the mavor's office, the mayor would like 10 talk to you.” Mr. Hubert surprised and
disturbed, followed the police officer. The mayor, a stoul serious man, was waiting for
Hubert. “Mr. Hubert,” he said. "you were seen this moming to pick up the pocketbook lost by
Mr. James.” Mr. Hubert, the simple countryman looked at the mayor astounded and already
terrificd by the suspicion resting on him. “Why, Mc? Me? Me picked up the pocketbook™
“Yes, you yourself.” “By my word of honour | never heard of it.” “But you were seen.”

*] was seen with the pocketbook? Who saw me”™ My, Manana, the hamess man saw
you pick up the pocketbook.™

Mr. Hubert, the old man, remembered, understood and flushed with anger.

“0, him! Yes! He saw me pick up this string here.” And as he said 0, he drew out the
little picce of string from his pocket.

But the mayor shook his head and said. “You will not make me believe that
Mr. Manana, who is a man of worthy credence, mistook the cord for a pocketbook.™

Mr. Hubert, the peasant furiously lifted his hand, spat at one side to attest his honour,
and said in the most exasperating tone, “Itis, nevertheless, truth of the good God, the sacred
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The good soul, Mr. Hubert, choked with indignation and fear.

"How any one can tell such lies 1o take away an honest man's reputation. How can
ROV Soscsninnass

There was no use of Mr. Hubert's protesting, for nobody believed him. Mr. Manana
repeatedly maintained that Hubert had picked up the pocketbook. For an hour both men
abuscd cach other. Then at his own request, Mr. Hubert was searched, Nothing was found on
him.

Finally the mayor discharged Hubert with warning that he would consult the public
prosecutor and ask for further orders,

As he lcft the mayor’s office, people surrounded and questioned him with serious
curiosity. Nobody believed his story of the string. Instead people laughed at him.

Mr. Hubert went along stopping his friends giving them his statement and
presentation, turning his pocket inside out to prove that he had nothing. All they said was,
“you old rascal! Getout ofhere!”,

Mr. Hubert went to the village telling every man he knew about his adventure, but he
only met with incredulity. It all made him ill. The next day in the afternoon a man named
George retumned the pocketbook and its contents to Mr. James the owner of the pocketbook.

George claimed to have found the pockethook on the road to the village market, but
not knowing how to read he had given itto hisemployer.

The news spread hike fire in the neighbourhood. Mr. Hubert was also informed, He

Was Imn triumph

“What gnieved me as much was not the thing itself - as the lying. There is nothing so
shameful astobe called a har.”

Whatever reasons he gave, people were not willing to believe him, “Those are lying
excuscs.” They said behind his back.

Hubert felt this shamce and disgrace to his self-estcem and character. He consumed
his heart over this and wasted away before the very eyes of the people.

People started to tell the story of the string to amuse themselves and told it in a
manncr of soldier who had been on a campaign and 10ld about his battles. Hubert's mind
touched to the depth, began to weaken day by day.

Towards the end of the month he took 10 his bed, He died in the first week of the
following month.

In the delirium of his death struggles he kept claiming his innocence, reiterating:
“Apicce of stning, a piece of string! By my word of honour I did not lie.”
And he died.
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It was engraved on his tomb stone. years after his death, "Here lies a man who told
nothing but truth, Here lies the man who would not prove his innocence, but the flood proved
it-1."

GBI EERREETS

Theme

One of the author's favourite ways of telling a story is to tell it as though he had
personally been involved in it. The teller of the story has no part in the events, but telling it n
this way helps make it real. “The Piece of String” depicts the hard facts of life, Itis wntten In
a simple way. understandable for the common reader. It is a story of the rural life where cow

and calfcan be seen.

The main character in the story, Hubert was very economical and he was of the view
that every uscful thing ought 1o be picked up. He ook the bit of thin cord, which led him to
trouble and no one believed him that he had picked up the string. He died Inagony.

The main theme of the story is that protecting your innocence makes most people,
believe you arc guilty.

Reading Notes
appetizing | to make feel hungry
stoul | very healthy
S e— - U - —————————————————————————————
astounded shocked
exasperatng | rntating
L—— : - : — - Y — e o e ———
indignation annoyance
public prosecutor ‘ lcgal official of the state
B —_— 4 — e
curiosity Cagemess
- — — o pem— —
rascal a knave
| havoc | destruction
p— — D W ———— ——
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EXERCISES
1 Choose the correct answer.
I The rich people gathered at a big hall
a) towatch a show. b) foradiscussion.
c) to heara lecture, d) for a great meal.

1V,

V.,

VI

vil.

VIIL.

What was the public statement made by the drumbeater?

a) loss of the black leather pocketbook containing money and business
papcr

b) open invitation for dinner

¢) toenjoy a concert

d) saleolabwlding

Mr. Hubert was surprised and disturbed when the police officer asked him to
accompany him to

a) the police station. b) the mayor’s office.
) the court. d) the airport.

“By my word of honour | never heard of it.” means

a) that he neversaw it,

b) being an honourable man he didn't pick vp the lost object.

¢) an honourable person never thought of picking up a lost object.
d) he never heard of the lost object.

What did Hubert say in the most exasperating tone?

a) He neverstole the pocketbook,

b) Hepicked up aprece of stnng.

c) It1s, nevertheless, truth of the good God, the sacred truth.

d) *O.him! Yes! He saw me pick up this stning here.”

What were the feelings of Hubert when he was informed of the recovery of
the lost object? He felt

a) disgusted, b) triumphed.

c) indifterent. d) concerned.
“But he only met with incredulity.” means that he was believed
a) telling the truth. b) lying.

<) showing his faith. d) gentleman.

What did the people say behind his back?
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What did Hubert feel?

a) agraccofpersonahty

b) shame and disgrace to his self- esteem and character
¢) truthful

d) trustworthy

What were the last words Hubert uttered before his death?
a) “Apicccofstring! apicceof sting!”

b) Bymy wordof honour [ did not hie.

¢) Ipicked upapocketbook.

d) |handed overthe pocketbook to 1ts owner.

Mark the sentences true or false,

-
l.
- -
,'-
. e

1V,

Vi.
Vi,
v1lJ,
1X.

X.

Everybody's mouth was watered on the sight of wealth.

The finder of the pocketbook will be rewarded.

He drew out the little pocketbook from his pocket.

Mr. Hubert was pleased to hear the allegation.

The peoplc greeted Hubert when he came outof the office of the Mayor.
George found the pocketbeok and gave itto Hubert,

The people believed the reason Hubert gave to prove his innocence.
The people started to tell the story of the string toamuse themsclves,

A great flood camed away the people.

Nothing but the flood proved Hubert's innocence.

3. Answer the following questions.

-
"I‘

111.
v,
V.

vi.

Why did Manana accuse Hubert of picking the lost pocketbook?

What did the people think of Hubert when they heard the retum of the

pocketbook by some other person?

Why did George give the pocketbook to his employer?
\What madc Hubert shameful?

Why did the pcople make fun of his innocence?

Why did he keep claiming his innocence before his death?

4. Answer the following questions in 100 - 150 words.

1,
1)

-w @
11l

Write down & note on the character of Hubert.

Write ten lines on the mentality of the people who did not believe Hubert.

Why did the Mavor not believe the innocence of Hubert?
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humiliating situation?
- 8 Fillin the correct preposition (on, to, of, at, from).
). He was walking the public square.
n. Then he pretended to be looking something the ground.
1, They had decided purchase.
Iv. The finderisrequested return the same,

V. Georgeclaimed  have found the pocketbook.
6. Punctuate the following lines.
| was seen with the pocketbook who saw me mr manana the hamess man saw you
pick up the pocketbook
i Use the following words in your sentences.
purchase, attentive, surprised, astounded. shook
8. Read the passage and answer the questions given at the end.

Suddenly, at the sound of drumbeat in the court everybody rose from the
seats except a few ones who still had the food in their hands. After the drumbeat had
ceased. the drumbeater called out to the people who were now attentive and
impaticntly watting for him to call out the public announcement, "It is hereby made
known to the inhabitants of this place and in gencral to all persons in the market that a
black leather pocketbook containing five hundred shilling and some business papers
was lost on the road between 9.00 and 10.00 1n the moming. The finder is requested

to retum the same 1o the mayor's office or to Mr. James, the carctaker of this public
hall. There will be a reward of 20 shillings.™

I Didall the people nse on heaning the sound of drumbeat?
1. What was the announcement made by the drumbeater?
11} Who was the owner of the lost pocketbook?

v, Where was the pocketbook lost?
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{Lord Dunsany)

Our 1alk at the Club one Jday was of opportunity and determination. Some said
opportunity was required tor success, and millions never had it; other that only
determination was needed. And then Jorkens jomed in, all for determination. If a man was
determined 10 get anvihing, and stuck to it long enough. he got i, said Jorkens.

'Anything™ asked Terbut.

‘Anything,' Jorkens replied, 'so long as he stickstot, and sticks to it hard enough and
long enough. Anything whatever”

Terbut disagreed.

'Life is like a race.’ Jorkens went on. 'in which they tire after a while and sit down, or
get interested in something else instead. The man who keeps on wins the race.”

'And suppose a man wanted to be skating champion of the Sahara,’ said Terbut, "and
couldn't afford the money to get there.

'He'd make the money,' said Jorkens.'And he'd build a skating-nink in the Sahara and
organize a competition there. He'd be skating champion all nght, if he really gives all his ime
toit.

'Could you tell usa case like that?' asked one of us.

'Asamatter of fact, I can,’ said Jorkens, "a very similar case.’

'‘Let's hearit,” smd Terbut.

“There was a voung fellow,” said Jorkens, 'to whom his parents probably used o say
the verv things that we have been saying now; and very likely he, as many young fellows do,
may have wanted 1o prove them wrong. | don't know: 1t was a long time ago. But, whatever
his motive was. he hit on a most extraordinary ambition, and stuck 1o it. It was nothing less
than ta be appointed Courtacrobat.’

"What?”' said Terbut,

‘Actobat.” Jorkens went on. to the Court of the country in which he lived.’
‘What kind of country was that?' asked Terbut.

'Never mind what country it was,' said Jorkens, ‘And as a matter of fact its customs
weren't so silly as you suppose. They had no post of Court acrobat, and never had had. But
that didn't stop young Gorgios. That was his name. He was a good athlete when he came by
his wild idea at about the age of sixteen, and had won the high jump and the hurdles and the
hundred yards at hisschool.

- . ] - L L i - I""'....L--- ':rl—.; ----- Ln_‘ﬂ.ﬂhll ﬂ'h'ﬂ-'
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"'How did he do that'” asked Terbut,

'Simply by sticking o it,” siid Jorkens. 'He went into politics. They all do in that
country. But he went into them harder than anyone else, and never gave up s ambition. OF
course he made speeches, and fine ones, un many other subjects: but all the while he stuck to
his one idea. The years went by, and the day came when he had power enough 1o preach his
ambition vpenly. and he told them how the zlory of their country and of its ancient throne
would be increased if the post of Count acrobar were created. He gave examples of other
Courts and greater ones. OF course many opposed him: that is pohuics, OF course it took a
long ime: that is politics too. But asthe years went by he wore down opposing arguments, till
he had taught people what a lesson it would be to all the pations to have a voung athlete a1
Court exhibiting perfect physical fitness, and how such an example would strengthen their
soldiers and enable them finally to win the Just nights of the nation in viciomous battle agamst
their accursed neighbours. And so the idea caught on: and 1o make a very long story short. the
post of Court acrobat was duly created.”

'‘Both parents of Gorgios were by then long dead. By then, little remained to be done:
he had only to stick for a Jew more davs 10 that wild idea of his, and then. when 1he question
arose of choosing anathlete 1o fill the newly . made post, whom could they choose but the man
who had worked for it ail those vears”

'S0 Gorgios was appointed acrobat 1o the Court. and leamed so late in life. what
always takes tme, that his parenis were night afier all, It only remained then 1o inaugurate
him. And that is where [ came on the scene, wandering about Lurope as [ used to do in those
days when food used 1o be cheap and | was young and could easily walk long distances. |
came to that country and they were wonderfully triendly, and they et me see 1he great
ceremony, which took place as svon afier the creation of the post as € 1org10s’s uniform could
be got ready. And very magniticent clothing it was, a tight-Hng suit of red velvet, all gay
with gold buttons and shining with lines of gald lace that wound and twisted about it. The
great throne-roony had been tumed into a kind of gymnastum, with the membess of the Royal
Housc seated along a raised platform at one end, and 1he principal otheers standing beside
and behind them. Great curtatns of red und gold were hung along the walls, and the high
swings of acrobats bung down with gilded ropes from the ceiling, and a row of neat hurdies
was arranged on the polished floor: like the ones over which Gorgios had won his race when
at school. Lights glittered, a band in pale green and gold played sofily, and it was indeed a
splendid scene. I will not describe it ta you, because evervthing there, the uniforms and the
ladies' brilliant dresses, was utterly put in the shude by the moment when the doors opened
with a flood of golden light, and the old man in hix brilliant uniform appenred beiween them
for the crowning of his life's work, His white hair and the red uniform ol the Court acrobat
showed cach other off to perfection, and his thin figure worn with age was made all the more
melancholy by the tight-fitting uniform. As though tired by his long patience and the work of

- 1A ad .
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though he asked some question with his eyes. Whatever the gueslion was it was at once
understood: royal smiles were directed towards him, and gentie applause broke out from
every hand. which he understood at once, and the old bent form moved on away from the
hurdle. Once he raised a hand to touch the Jowest of the swings that were hung from the
ceiling. But again the applause broke out, assuning him that no actual activity was expected
of him. And so: having made bis bows, he was led 10 a seat, his hife’s ambition achicved. It
must have 1aken him more than sixty years to do i, since first he came by that strange
ambition of his. Buthe did it. Notmany stick toa thing for solong.’

And Jorkens uttered a quict sigh. so clearly mourning over some lost ambition that he
himselfhad given up. that not even Terbutasked him what it was,

S0 08800 KRN

About the Author

Lord Dunsany (1878 — 1957) like James Joyce was an Inshman. He has been
described as one of the most chariming of modern Insh writers of stories and plays. He was
educated at Eton, one of F.ngland\s most famous public schools, and at Sandhurst Military
College. He 1s considered the narrator of fantastic adventures. “The Reward” 1s an example
of such stories,

Theme

The story is # fantastic adventure of @ young man, Gorgios, a good athlete of his age.
He hit on 2 wild idea of becoming a Court acrobat. He worked for it and stuck to it long
enough. and remained determined in his mission. He ultimately succeeded in achieving his
ambition in more than sixty years without using any short cut or becoming frustrated. A
person who remains determined and keeps on hisstruggle wins his ambition.

Reading Notes

skating-nink a place made for skating

hit on

thought of

one’s own country is always right, and its enemies
are always wrong,

just rights, accursed neighbours

in pale green and gold in pale green uniforms with gold lace on them
was put in the shades : seemed less bnilliant by comparnison
L ailaa tha anaramas moament the reward
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EXERCISES
F Choose the correct answer.
I Jorkens said that a man who wanted 10 succeed had to be
a) an athlete. b) a determined person.
¢) a lucky man, d) a hardworking person.
. The man who keeps on wins
a) the reward, b) the race.
¢) the shield. d) the trophy.
. He'd be skating champion ifhe really gave
a) SOME moncy. b) his passion.
C) allhisume ton. d) his energics.
1% He hiton a most extraordinary ambition, to be appointed
a) an inspector. b) a magistrate.
¢) aclerk. d) aCourtacrobat.
V. Atthe age of sixteen he won the
a) high jump. b) the hurdles,
¢) the hundred yards race. d) high jump, the hurdles and
the hundred yards.
Vi, Gorgios probably wanted to
a) make his country powerful. b) prove his parents wrong.
c) wear asplendid uniform, d) create a post of
Court acrobat,
vi..  When Gorgios was inaugurated. the people applauded because he
a) had achicved his ambition,
b) looked splendid in his umform.
¢) performed on the hurdles and swings.
d) defeated his enemics.
vili,  Thegreat throne-room had been tumed into a kind of
a) swimming pool. b) gymnasium.
¢) stadium. d) race track.
IX. Terbut

a) askcd Jorkens what his own ambition was?

b) believed Jorkens' story. c) disagrecd with Jorkens.

d) improved Jorkens' story.
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Mark the sentences true or false.

1. They talked of moncey and determination.

. Giorgios wanted to prove his parents wrong.

. He wentinto politics to persuade them.

Iv. The creation of a post of Court acrobat would increase the glory of the country.
W It would inspire them to win the just nghts.

vi, Many athletes competed for the post of a Court acrobat.

vit,  The magnificent uniform of Gorgios impressed themall.

vili,  Evervone was sad on the inauguration.
IX. The band played sofily.

X. Gorgios looked up with a slightly sad expression towards the royal platform.
Answer the following questions, (in one or two sentences).
I \What was the subject discussed at the Club?
1} What did Terbut think of Jorkens” argument?
. How did Jorkens convince that a man can become a skating champion of the
Sahara”
1% How did Gorgios persuade his people to make his country strong?
V. What was the viewpoint of the parents of Gorgios?
vi. What were the arrangements made tor the function of inauguration?
Vii. Descnibe the scene ofhinauguration. Write five sentences.
vii.  What were the feelings of Gorgios on the occasion”?
IX. Did Gorgios usc anv short cut to achieve his ambition?
¥ How long had Gorgiosto stick to get hisambition achieved?
Answer the following questions in S0 - 100 words.
. Discuss the political views of Jorkens,
18 How did Gorgios achieve his ambinon?
1. Do you agree or disagree with the viewpoint of the writer? Give five reasons.
v, Why were the brilliant dresses put in the shade at the inauguration?
V. What is the lesson that the story teaches?
Connectpartof Column | with the relevant part of Column I1.
Column | Column I1
Some said opportunity was ambition openly.

A

He was a good athlete when - few more days to that wilc
He went into them harder food used 1o be cheap.
He had power to preach his  showed each other ofY 1o perfection.
He had only to stick fora n sixty years to do It.
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Punctuate the following lines.

hfe s like a race jorkens went on in which they tire after a while and sit down or get
interested insomething else instead the man who Keeps on wins the race

Complete these sentences with the correct forms of the verbs in brackets.

I. Jorkens said that if a man {be) detenmined to get anything. and (stick) to it
long enough, he (get) .
1} Ifa man (want) to be a skating champion of the Sahara. and (¢an) not afford

the money to get there, he'd (make) the moncy.
. He (be) skating champion if he really (give) all his time to it.

Iv. It was thought that the glory of the country (be) increased if the post of Court
acrobat (be) created.

V. [t was decided that if a £0od athlete (can) be found, they (make) him Court
acrobat.

Use the following phrasal verbs in your sentences.

a) getin b) get out

¢) get on d) get off

Read the passage and answer the questions given at the end.

‘Sumply by sticking to it," said Jorkens. 'He went into pohtics. They all do in
that country. But he went into them harder than anyvone clse, and never gave up his
ambition. Of course he made speeches. and fine ones. on many other subjects; but all
the while he stuck to bis one idea. The years went by. and the day came when he had
power enough to preach his ambition openly. and he told them how the glory of their
country and oits ancient throne would be increased if the post of Coust acrobat were
created. He gave examples of other Courts and greater ones, Of course many
opposed him: that is politics, Of course it ook a long tme: that is politics too. But as
the years went by he wore down the opposing arguments, tll he had taught people
what a lesson it would be 1o all the nations to have a young athlete at Court exhibiting
perfect physical fitness and how such an example would strengthen their soldiers and
enable them finally 10 win the just rights of the nation in victorious battle against their
accursed neighbours. And so the idea caught on; and 10 make a very long story short,
the post of Court acrobat was duly created

a) Who joined the pohitics?

b) How can the glory of the country be increased?
c) How was the post of a Court acrobat created?

d) Wnte down the main idea of the paragraph.
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(WWhom Corfos Williams)

“Please come down as saon as vou ean, my daughter is very sick.

When I arrived. 1 was met by the maother. a big startled looking woman, very cican
and apologetic who merely sawd, “Is this the doctor”™ and let me . Shg added. " You musl
excuse us. doctor. we have her in the Kitchen where it is wamm. 1t s very damp here
somelimes,

The child was fully dressed and sitting on her father’s lap near the kitchen table. He
tricd to get up. but 1 motioned for him not to bother. | could see that they were a!l very
nervous, eyeing me up and down distrustfully. As ofien. in such cases. they weren't tt_:llmg me
more than they had to, it was up to me to tell them: that's why they were spending three
dollarsonme.

The child was fairly cating me up with her cold. steady cyes, and no expression on
her face whatever. She did not move and seemed. inwardly, quiet, an unusually attractive

little thing. and as strong as a heifer i appearance. But her face was flushed, she was
breathing rapidly. and | reabized that she had ahigh fever. She had magmficent blonde hair, in

profusion. One of those picture ¢huldren often reproduced in advertising leafiets and the
photogravure sections of the Sunday papers.

“She's had a fever for three days.” began the father, “and we don’t know what 1t
comes from. My wifc has given her things, you know. hke people do, but it doesn't do any
good. And there's been a lot of sickness around. So we tho't you'd better look her over and tell

us what the matterss.”™
As doctors often do. 1 1ook a trial shot at it as a point of departure. “*Has she had a sore
throat?”
Both parents answered me together, “No. ... No, shesays her throat doesn't hurt her.”

“Does vour throat hurt you?”" added the mother to the child. But the little girl's
expression didn’t change nor did she move hereyes frommy face.

“Have you looked?”
“[tned 1o said the mother, but [ couldn™ see.

“As it happens we had been having a number of cases of diphtheria in the school to
which this child went during that month and we were all, quite apparently thinking of that,
though no one had as yet spokenofthe thing

“Well.” T said, “supposc we take a look at the throat first. I smiled in my best

- PR, “-h‘-:'.‘; e e R
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“Aw, come on,” I coaxed, "just open your mouth wide and let me ke a look.”
“Look,” I said opening both hands wide, “[ haven't anything in my hands. Just open up and let
me see.”
“Such anice man,” put in the mother. “Look how kind he is to you. Come on, do what
he tells you to. He won't hunt you."” e

Atthat | ground my tecth in disgust. [fonly they wouldn't use the word “hurt” I migh:
be able to get somewhere. But | did not allow myself to be husried or disturbed but speaking
quietly and slowly 1 approached the child again.

As I moved my chair a little nearer, suddenly with one catlike movement, both her
hands clawed instinctively for my eyes and she almost reached them 100, In fact she knocked

my glasses flying and they fell, though unbroken, several feet away from me on the kitchen
floor.

Both the mother and father almost tumed themselves inside out in embarrassment
and apology. “You bad girl.” said the mother, taking her and shaking her by one arm. “*Look
what you've done, The nice man. ...™

“For Heaven's sake,” I broke in, “"Don't call me a thee man o her, I'm here to look at
her throat on the chance that she might have diphthena and possibly die of it.” But that's
nothing to her. "Look here,” ] said to the child, “we're going 10 look at your throat. You're old
enough to understand what I'm saying. Will you open it now by vousself or shall we have to
openitforyou?”

Not a move. Even her expression hadn't changed. Her breaths, however, were
coming faster and faster. Then the battle began. ) had to do it. 1 had to have a throat culture for
her own protection. But first I told the parents that it was entirely up to them. | explained the
danger but said that [ would not insist on a throat examination so long as they would take the
responsibility,

“If you don't do what the doctor says you'll have to go to the hospital,” the mother
admonished her severely.

“Putherin frontof youon yourlap,” | ordered, “and hold both her wrists”

But as soon as he did the child let out a scream. “Don't, you're hurting me. Let go of]
my hands. Let them go 1 tell you,” Then she shricked terrifyingly, hysterically. “Stop it!
You're Killing me!™

"Do you think she can stand it, doctor?™ said the mother,

“You getout,” said the husband to his wife. “*Do you want herto dic of diphthena””

“Come onnow, hold her,"” [ said.

Then [ grasped the child’s head with my left hand and tried 1o get the wooden tongue
depressor between her teeth, She fought, with clenchedheeth, desperately! But now | also
had grown funious — at a child. | tried to hold myself down but | couldn't. ! know how ta
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but before I could see anything she came down again and gnpped the wooden blade between
her molars. She reduced it to sphinters betore [ could get 1t out agan.

“Aren’t you ashamed.” the mother velled ather, ' Aren’t you ashamed to act like that
in frontof the doctor?”

"Giet me a smooth-handled spoon of some sort.” | wld the mother, “\We're going
through with this.” The child's mouth was already bleeding. Her tonguc was cut and she was
screaming in wild hystercal shrieks, Perhaps | should have desisted and come back in an
hour or more. No doubt it would have been bener, But ] have seen, at least, two children lying
dead 1n bed of neglect in sueh cases, and fecling that | must get a diagnosis now or never |
went at it again. Butihe worst of it was that ] too had got beyond reason. 1 could have tom the
child apart in mv own fury and enjoyed 1t. It was a pleasure 10 atack her. My face was |
buming withit,

In the final unreasoning assault 1 overpowered the child’s neck and jaws, [ forced the
heavy silver spaon back of her teeth and down her throat till she gagged. And there it was -
both tonsils covered with membrane. She had fough valiantly to keep me from knowing her
secrel, She had been hiding that sore throat for three days at Icast and lying to her parents in
order to escape just such an outcome as this,

Now truly she was furious, She had been on the defensive before butl now she
attacked. Tried 1o getoffher father’s lap and fly atme while tears of defeat blinded her eyes.

PENAIENERSSY

Aboutthe Author

William Carlos Williams (1883 - 1963) practised medicine in Rutherford, New
Jersey. the factory town in which he was bom. Selected Poems appeared in 1949, Collecred
Later Poeirv 11950), and Collected Poems (1951). His long epic poem. Patcrson, won the
National Book Award for poetry in 1950, Dexers Muxic appeared in 1934, Journey to love 1n
1955, He has also written novels, Whue Mule (1937) and In the Money (1930): short stones,
Life Along the Passie (1938) Selecred Essans (1954); and an Awobiography (1951). He
received the Bollingen Award tor paetry in 1953, The simple and direct language in this short
story heightens the intensity of the feelings of the doctor, the parents, and the child.

Theme

The use of force, in centain conditions. when sick children resist to get themselves
examined. becomes necessary 10 save their ives, Otherwise, there is every likelihood of the
danger of their death for not getting medically weated. The doctor. while examining a sick
child suffering from high fever, first behaved gently. But when the sick child resisted to open
her mouth, the doctor had no ¢choice but to overpower her, and forced her to open the mouth
by placing the heavy silver spoon at the back of her teeth, and saw the tonsils covered with
membranc - the real cause of her illness.
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motioned for him not to bother { directed him to remam in that posihion
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shocked
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distrustfully ot trusting or believing
caling me up looking angnily
heifer YOUNg cow
tho't thought
Jiphthera acute infectious discase with inflammation of throat
oaxed get somebody to do something with kindness and
patience
mbarrassment to make feel ashamed or awkward
admonished gave a mild warning
contemplible deserving or provoking contempt
hysterically with violent motion
clenched ughtly shut (closed)
furious
spatula ool with a wide blade
- S —— = :
splinters pieces, bits
‘ —— —
EXERCISES
¥ Choose the correct answer.,
I Who s 'I"in the story?
a) the father b) the doctor
) the mother d) the sick chiid

The parents were nervous because
a) they did not want to tell the doctor anything.
b) they did not know what to say.

., -1 - ]
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1. The doctor was impressed
a) by the beauty of the child,
b) by the patience of the child.
c) by the patience of the parents.
d) by the picture of the child he had seen in Sunday’s paper.
WV, The doctor took a 'tnal shot of 1t means
a) he made a wild guess to begin with,
b) he gave herashot(inyection).
c) he took parents to task.
d) he examined the girl carefully.
V. The doctor feared that the child might be suffering from diphthenia.
a) from the appearance of the child
b) The parents told him so.
¢) from the examination of the child
d) He guessed because there had been such cases in the local school.
Vi. The child did not respond to the doctor’s instructions because
a) she was afraid of the doctor,
b) she was a stubbom child,
c) her parents had tned to open her mouth,
d) she wasangry.
vii.  Thedoctor ground his teeth in anger because
a) the child did not respond.
b) the mothertold the girl, "*he would not hurt you™,
c) the parents did not iet him handle the child.
d) the child had knocked his glassces,
vii,  The doctor had almost succeeded in opening the mouth of the girl but failed
to sce because
a) the child resisted strongly.
b) the parental love made the father release her at the last moment,
¢) the rough handling hurt the child.
d) the mother stopped hum.
2. Mark the sentences true or false,

The story 1sabout a sick chuld.
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\7 The doctor thinks that the girl may be suftenng from diphthena,
V. The doctor makes a guess because there have been some diphthena
cases in the local school,
Vi, The garl refuses to open her mouth for examination.
vil. Parents joined the doctor in opening her mouth.
vill,  They succeeded 1n opening her mouth.
3. Answer the following questions.
1. What was the condition of the parents on the armival of the doctor?
1. What was the behaviour of the child towards the doctor?
1. She had a fever for three days, hadn't she?
V. Did the girl change her expression when the doctor said, “Does your throat
burt you?"
V. Why did the doctor call the sick girl by her first name?
VL. Did the sick garl promptly respond to the instruction of the doctor?
vii.  Why did the parents rebuke her?
vii.  What was the threat of the doctor to the child if she did not show her throat?
1X. Why did she break the wooden blade?
X What was the condition of the tonsils of the sick girl?
4. Answer the following questions in S0 - 100 words,
1. How did the child look by appearance?
1. Why did the parents keep the sick ¢hild in the kitchen?
1. How did the doctor succeed in examining her throat?
V. Descnibe the feelings of the doctor in hisstruggle to diagnose the disease,
v, Compare and contrast the conduct of a healthy child and a sick child.
V1. Under what circumstances can the use of force be justified?
- Writedown the correct form of the verb in each sentence.
). When | famive) [ {meet) my mother,
1. I {motion) for him not to bother. -
n, [{move)my chair a little nearer.
v, She (knock) my glasses flying and they (fall).
V. I (explain) the danger.
V1. They (grow) more and more (crush).
Vil Then she (shrniek) termfvinelv.
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IX. She {open) up her mouth for an instant,
& She {reduce) 1l to splinters before [ (can) get it out again.
6. Punctuate the following lines.

does vour throat hurt you added the mother to the child but the littie girls expression
didn’tchange nor did she move her eyes from my face

y 4 Use the following words in vour sentences.
start, motion, trust, magnificent, lcaflet

8. Fillin the blanks,

. I mentioned 1t her.
1. It was to me to tell them.
1. I took a mal shot 18
v, We were all quite thinking  that.
V. | haven't anything my hands.,
9. Use the following phrasal verbs in vour sentences.
1. sit on ", SIRTY
. come from v, come of}

10. Answer the questions given at the end of the paragraph.

Then I grasped the child's head with my left hand and tned to get the wooden
longue depressor between her teeth. She Tought, with clenched tecth, desperately!
But now | also had grown turious - at a child. ] tned to hold myself down but |
couldn’t. [ know how 10 expose a throal for inspections. And | did my best. When
finally | got the wooden spatula behind the last teeth and just the point of it into the
mouth cavity, she opened up for an instant but before | could see anything she came
down again and gripped the wooden blade between her molars. She reduced 1t 1o
sphinters before | could get it out again.

I Why did the doctor become funous”?

1. What instrument did the doctor use to open her mouth?
I, Why did she gnp the wooden blade between her molars?
IV. Wnite down the main idea of the paragraph.
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TheGulistanof Sa'di

Sheikh Sa'dy was o great storyielier. He speaks to all nanons and is perpetually
modem, sand Emerson. He thought ot the Gulistan as one of the bibles of the world, for he
found in it the unversaliny of moral law. The Gulistan wanslated in Laun and English,
became love for the people, It s interesting to note that English scholars used Sa'di's
translated parables in their divine books till it was discovered to be an English translation of a
Latin version of Pessian ongin. Edwin Amold has aptly described Gulistan in culinary terms
as "an intellectual pilat, a literary curry; akebab of a versatile gentus™. The readers are sure to
¢njoy these parables as food for thought.

Once a king and a Persian slave were sailing in the same boat. The slave had never
been at sca, and never expenienced any calamity. After sometime the boat was hit by a storm
and started tossing. [t was very inconvenient for the passengers. All remained quiet except
the slave who in fear of being drowned began to ery and iremble, and created inconvenience
for the others. The others tried w pacily lim by kindness and affection but he didn't hear
anybody. When the uncasiness lasted longer the king also became displeased.

In that boat there happened 1o be a sergeant, who said. “With your permission. may |
quieten him "

"lewill be a great favour,” the king said. The sergeant ordered the slave to be thrown
into the water, so that he could have expenienced the true danger of life. Two persons threw
him in the sea and when he was about to he drowned they pulled him back to the boat, and he
¢lung the stem with both of his hands, Then he sat down and remained guiet. This appeared
strange 10 the king, who could not comprehend the wisdom o the action taken by the
sergeant, and he asked for it. The sergeant replied:

"Before he had expenienced the danger of being drowned, he knew not about the
safety of the boat. A man does not realize the worth of safety from the misfortune until he has
tasted it.”

It s related that while a deer was being roasted for Nushirvan, a king of Persia,
famous for his justice, no salt could be found. A boy was sent 10 a village to bring some salt.
The boy brought itand presented it to the king who asked whether he had paid for it

"No,” said the boy,
“Pay for the salt.” said the king, "lest it should become a custom and the village be
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“The foundation ut'opprc:s"sw" was small inthe world,” smd the King.

“Whoewver ghlarged i, so that it reached its present magnitude. 1s at fault, Ifthe king
cats one apple from 1he garden of a subject, his slaves will pull down the whole tree. For five
eges, which the king atlows 10 be taken by force, the people belonging to his army will put a
thousand fowls on the spit.” a

A tyrant does not remain in the world, but the curse on him abides for ever!

A king tell seriously 11l and all hopes of his recovery vamshed. The more the disease
was cured the more 1l became painful. At last the physicians agreed that this disease could not
be cured except by means of bile of a person endued with certain qualities. (rders were
issued to search for unindividual of this kind. A son of a farmer was discovered to possess the
qualitics mentioned by the doctors. The king summoned the father and mother of the boy,
whose consent he got by giving them a huge amount of wealth. The Qazi issued a decree 1o
shed the blood of a person tor the health of the King. The boy was brought to the altar and the
executioner was directed to staughter the boy. When all was ready the boy looked toward the
sky and smled.

“Why do you laugh in such a position””, the king asked,

A son looks to the #ffection of his parents,” said the boy. “If they fail, they are
expected 1o bring the case hefore the Qazi to seek justice But in the present casc.4he parents
have agreed to get my blood shed for the trash of this world. The Qazi has issucd a decree (o
kill me. The king thinks he will recover his health only through slaying me and | see no otheg
refuge besides Allah Almighty. To whom shall [ complain against your brutality. if 1am (o
seck justice from your hand?”™

The king felt disturbed ind on hearing these words he could not control his tears and
said. " ILis better for me to dic than to shed the blood of an innocent boy. ™ He kissed the head
and eyes of the boy and presented him with a lot of wealth. [t is said that the king also
recovercd withinaweek,

Aboutthe Author

Sheikh Sa'di (1184 - 1292}, like Homer and Shakespeare, was a great storyteller. He
belonged 10 Persia. He travelled from India®in the East to Tripol in the West and wrote
Gulistan, the great work of all times, The translations of Gu/istan soon won the admiration of
the European scholars,

Theme

The morals and virtues of the kings affect their people a lot. The more unjust the king
is. the more troubled his country will be. The prosperity of the people depends upon the
virtues of the nuler,
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Reading Notes
F;-;_eqvet{nall>' | _ﬂ]'s;cs'cr
| parable ! simple sxon dcsig&:d?o tcachL
appreciated admimd- o _
.:u_l;lary | _r;f-«—:-uoking:r of kitchen -
Fvcr;alilc _ J‘inlcrcstcd in and clever at man); different thing; ha-v-ing Various uscs
calamity great and scrious misfortune or disaster :
tossing shaking

mconvenient | causing discomfort, troublesome

- —— T i ——— — Wi s

pacify calm and ci;ictcn
affection fondness / attachment
al’ﬂicts- cat.xscs bodily or mental trouble
trifling { ordinary, small
tyrant crucl or- unjust ruler |
brutality 1 cruelty, savagery
EXERCISES
1. Choose the correct answer,
1. Theslave had never experienced any
a) pleasure, b) calamity.
¢) rule, d) WAr.
n. Theboat started tossing means that the boat
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ni. Theslavebegantocry and tremble

al njoyofgeting areward, b) in fearof being drowned.
c) bysceingotherscrying. d) by the punishment
inflicted by the king.
v, The slave was thrown into water |
a) tocatchahsh. b) to drink water,
c) toexpenence the trucdangerofhfe. d) (o swim,
v. WhowasNushirvan?
a) aslave b) a sergeant
¢) anaccountant d) aking of Persia
vi. Theking was famous for his
a) cruely, b) justice.
¢) mustice. d) wickedness.,

vii. "The foundation of oppression was small in the world™ means
a) theconditionorbemng ruled unjustly was found in the world.
b) the foundation of the building was small.
c) theoppression was not deep rooted.
d) therewas hittle cruclty in the world.
viti. The king fell seriously 1l] and all hopes of his recovery
a) enlightened. b) went out of existence.
¢) wereexpected, d) faded.
1X. Forwhat purpose did the parents give consent 1o Kill their son?
a) forreputation
b) formoney
¢) togetndofthe naughty boy
d) toescape the duty ofbringing up the boy
X. On hecanng the words of the boy the king could not control his

a) army. b) people.

¢) rule. d) lears.
x1. Theboy saved his hife by prayingto

a) Qaz. b) king.

C) parents, d) Allah Almighty.
: E Mark thesentences true or false. .
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The slave was used to voyaging.
All the passengers semained guict except the slave.

Iv. He was pacified by the sergeant.
V. The king punished the sergeant for throwing the slave into the water.
vi.  The king of Persia was famous for his justice.
vii.  The boy paid the price of salt,
vili.  The king got the consent of the parents by giving them a huge amount of
wealth,
X, The boy looked towards the king and smiled.
X: The King shed the blood of the innocent boy.
3. Answer the following questions.
. What was the advice given by Nushirvan to his people?
I, What was the remedy suggested by the physicians for the disease of the
king?
i, Why did the boy look towards the sky and smile?
V. What should be the role of a Qaz;?
V, Why did the king weep?
vI. How did the king recover?
4. Answer the following questions in 30 - 100 words,
I Write a note on the character of Nushirvan.
IL. What should be the role of a king? |
. Can an unjust king flounsh?
1% What moral lesson do you get from the second tale?
V. Compare and contrast the three tales,
V1. Describe an event in which the trouble of one person affects the others.

S. Fillin the blanks from the words given below,
(by, of, at, to, In, more, through, for)

I,
i,
i,
v,
V.

Theslave hadneverbeen sea,

The otherstried to pacify him _ kindness,

Aman does notrealize the worth _ safety,

Aboy wassenttoavillage _ bring salt.

The foundation of oppression wassmall _ the world.
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vitl.  The parents have agreed to get my bloodshed _ the trash of this world.
IX. He will recoverhishealthonly  slaymngme,
X. Thekingpresentedalot  wealth,

6. Use the following words in your sentences.
a) calamity b) INconvenience
c) permissIon d) drowned
c) ¢nlarge ) executioner

s Use the following phrasal verbs in your sentences.
a) hit by b) hit upon
¢) ask for d) ask after

8. Punctuate the following lines.

if they fail they are expected to bring the case before the gazi to seek justice butin the
present casc the parents have agreed to get my bloodshed for the trash of this world

9. Read the passage and answer the questions given at the end.

A king fell sertouslv 1ll and a)) hopes of is recovery vanished. The more the

disease was cired the more 1t became painful. At last the physicians agreed that this
disease cannot be cured except by means of bile of a person endued with certain

-qualitics. Orders were ssued 1o search for an indiwv idual of this kind. A son of a
farmer was discovered to possess the qualitics mentioned by the doctors. The King
summoned the father and mother of the boy, whose consent he got by giving them a
huge amount of wealth. The Qazi issued a decree to shed the blood of a person forthe
hedlth of the king. The boy was brought to the sltar and the exccutioner was directed
(0 slaughter the boy. When all was ready the boy looked toward the sky and smiled.

W hat was the cure suggested by the physicians for the ailment of the king?
How did the king get the consent of the parents of the boy?

Why did the Qazi issue a decrec to shed the blood of a boy?

Why did the boy look toward the sky?

Give the main idea of the passage.

D o

Vo W
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The Foolish Quack

One CNCINg, «s the sun was sCInng, sonke 1snvellers x!.\j-'l.‘d to rest under a clump of
rees, and, loosening their camels, set them to graze. It happened that one of the animals
entered a melon-ficld. and that a melon stuck in ats throat. The owner, sceing this and fecanng

to lose the animal, tred a blanket round its throat. and then struck the plice with all his might,
Instantly the melon broke in the throat of the camel, and it was then casily swallowed.

A certain man whe had just come up, looking on and observing this proceeding
shouldered hus bundle. and. going to the next village. pretended that he was a doctor.

"Butwhat can youcure? " asked the villagers.
"] @an cure the gontre,” answered the quack.

An old woman, whose throal was swollen to a frightful size, exclamed: O my son
i you could only cure my goitre, I would bless you forevermore!™

. ]

"Certamnly,” answered the man, “"here. bring me a blanket and a good-sized mallet,”

AS soon as they were brought, he tied up the woman's throat, and struck the swollen
part with so much force that the poor old creature instantly expired.
“Ah,” cned the people, “this fellow isa villain”™

S0 they seized him, being minded (o carry him before the King. One of them,
however, said: “She was a very old woman, who must have died shorntly in any case, Lci us
therefore ®mpel the wretch to dig her grave. and then we can beat him and let him g g0.” So
they took him and set him 1o work, but the ground was so stiff and hard that he made slow
Progress,

"Il you do not dig it,” said they, “before the king you shall go, and then you will be
hanged.”

: Thus exhorted the unfortunate man. in the greatest fear, laboured away with all his
might; and at last, when the villagers saw that he bad finished his task and buried the victim of
his mistaken treatment, they beat him well and et him go.

Uninfluenced by the seventy of his punishment, the man mounted his came) and
went on to the next village, and again gave himself out asa great doctor.

“And what can you cure”” said somceone.
1 can cure goitre,” answered he.
This time 1t was an old man who offered himself for reatment. But the prctcndcd

.‘A.‘.A--- J .‘l .ﬂ.ﬂl‘ L.—.-.— _.-.--‘ .—-.‘.-—I‘ ' L “ ‘I_ - . - . a1 - e w

www.topstudyworld.com




www.topstudyworld.com English

I

s
you are talking of digging the patient’s grave! Away with you; we shall have nothing to do
with you.”

Heaning this, the pretended doctor began to say to imself: "What an extraordinary

thing this is! My hest plan surely is to return W the camel-men and tell them they have not
shown me the nght way to cure thisdiscase, Perhaps they will adviseme,”

When he had overtaken them, he cried: "W hat feolish men you must be! [ met an old
woman who suffered from goitee just like vour camel, and ] tied a blanket round her neck and
struck her with a mallet, bul, instead of recovering like your camel, she dicd. and instead of
getting a fee [ was compelled to dig her grave!™

“I1is not we who are stupid.” answered the camel-men, "but vou. We are not stupid at
all. These animals are vamels of prodigious size and strength. How was a feeble old woman
to stand the blow of amallet”? No: it is you, and you only, whuo are stumd.”

One of the men now <iepped forward, saying 1o his fnends: “You remain quict, and
leave this fellow 1o me.” Then, addsessing himscll to the newcomer, he cried: “Hear you, sir,
these men do not understand the matterat all. ] can set i1 all sight for you in a minute.” Saying
this, he lifted a heavy stick, bound with iron rings, and struck a camel which was feeding oft
the leaves of a wild plum-tree, The stolid creature, scarcely feehng the blow, merely moveda
step or two forward. “You observe,” said the man. “the effect of this treatment on the camel.,
Now observe its eftect on a human bemng!™ He then struck the man omself a simslar blow,
which felled bim to the carth Irke s log, When consciousness retumed. this bewsldered vietim
inqguired; “\Why, sir. this crucl usage?”

“Do you not pereeive?” answered the camel-man. ~'] wished to show you that what is
good for camels is not good for poor old menand women,”

“Ah,” sa1d the wretched man, I now begin to see my error, Never, never again shall |
set myselfup foradoctor!”

Y ILLLY
(Transiated by Rev: Charles Swynnerton, .S A. author of 'The Adventures of Raja Rasalu’)

Theme

What is good for camels is not good for old men and women. The story reveals the
foolishness of a quack that applied the cure of a camel to an old woman who died instantly
and he got the punishment,

Reading Notes
goitre morbid swelling in thyroid gland (in the neck)
| mallet hammer with a wooden head
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EXERCISES

Choose the correct answer.

-
i

",

v,

V1l.

Vi,

Where did the travellers stay?

a) Inan inn b) inajungle

¢) inahaveh d) under a clump of trees
Why did the camel fallill?

a) by heat stroke

b) by infection

¢) when a melon stuck in its throat

d) by poison

What did a quack claim to cure?

a) fever b) goitre

c) headache d) Injury

What had happened to the throat of an old woman?

a) infectious b) swollen

<) wounded d) paining

What punishment did the villagers proposc on the death of the old woman?
a) to pay the damages b) to be persecuted

¢) todig her grave d) to be imprisoned

How was the quack treated when he had dug the grave?

a) honoured b} rewarded

<) beaten well d) fincd

What was the eftfect of punishment on the quack?

a) uninfluenced b) influenced

c) left the profession d) retumed disgusted
What was the condition the quack suggested before treating an old man?
a) to lay the old man on the bed

h) not 1o he comnelled ta dio the orave
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Why did the quack retum to the camel-men instead of conunuing his
profession?

a) to befool them

b) to enquire the cause of death of an old woman
c) to blame them

d) to get his luggage

Who was proved stupid?

a) the camcel-men b) old woman
c) the quack d) avillager

s L Mark the sentences true or false.

I
",
118
V.

<

Vil.

Vi,

With the blow of mallet the melon broke in the throat of the camel,
The camel swallowed the broken melon and felt all nght.

The quack cured the old woman.

The quack was compelled to dig the grave,

The villagers of next village refused to get the old man treated.

The quack returned to the camel-men 10 tell them that they had shown the
nght way 10 cure the disease.,

The camel can bearthe blow of a mallet but not the old man,
There was little effect of the blow of a whip on the camel,

3. Answer the following questions.

1.
1.
1.
IV.

V1.

Vil.

IX.
, &

Vi,

Whatisaclump of trees?

What was stuck in the camel’s throat?

What did the quack pretend to cure?

What did the quack do with the old woman?

What was the result of the cure?

What was the punishment inflicted upon the quack by the villagers?
For whom did the quack dig the grave?

What did the quack do inthe next village?

Why didn't the villagers let the old man get cured?

Why did the quack come back to the camel-men?

4. Answer the following questions in S0 - 100 words.

How did the camel-men cure theircamel?
How did the quack try to cure the old woman?
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v, What lesson does the story teach”?

Use the correct forms of the verbs (given in brackets) in the following sentences.
. Some travellers (stay) torestunder a clump of trees.

I, The owner (seepthisand (fear) to lose the animal,

1. A man (look) on and (observe) the proceeding.

Iv. He (tie) up the woman's throat.

V. They (seize) him to carry him before the king.

vi. The man (Jabour}away with all his might.

Vil. He (fimish) his task and (bury) the victim.
viil.  The man (mount) his came) and (go} to the next village.

X, I {mect)an old woman who {sufler) from goitre.
X. When consciousness (retum), this bewildered victim (inquire),
Use the following phrasal verbs in your sentences.

1. break in 18 break out

ni. break off 1Y break down

Punctuate the following lines.

do you not perceive answered the camel-man i wished to show you that what is good
for camels is not therefore good for poor old men and women

Read the passage and answer the questions given at the end.

One of the men now stepped forward, saying 1o his friends: “You remain
quict, and leave this fellow to me.” Then, addressing himself to the newcomer, he
cried: “Hear you, sir. these men do not understand the matter atall. [ can setitall right
for you in a minute.” Saying this, he lifted a heavy stick, bound with iron rings, and
struck a camel which was feeding off the leaves of a wild plum-tree, The stolid
creature, scarcely feeling the blow, mercly moved a step or two forward. “You
observe,” said the man, “the effect of this treatment on the camel, Now observe its
effect on @ human being!™ He then struck the man himself 2 similar blow. which
felled him to the earth like a log. When consciousness returned, this bewildered
victim inquired: “Why, sir, this ¢crue) usage?”

I Who addressed the newcomer?
11, With what did he strike the camel and what was the effect of it?
1. What was the effect of the same act on the man?

1v. What lesson do you get from the passage?
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“Look. look, there thev are!”

Out ran Margaret 1o join them, looking at the hills. Out came the servants from the
kitchen. Thev all stood and gazed. Over the rocky levels of the mountain was a streak of rust
coloured air, Locusts. There they cume

At once Richard shouted at the cookboy. Old Stephen velled at the houseboy. The
cookboy ran to beat the old ploughshare, hanging from a tree branch, that was used to
summon labourers at moments of ¢crisis, The houseboy ran off to the store to collect tin cans,
any old bit of metal. The farm was ringing with the clamour of the gong: and they could see
the labourers come pouring out of the compound, pointing at the hills and shouting excitedly.
Soon they had all come up to the house, and Richard and old Stephen were giving them
orders - hurry, hurry, hurry,

And off they ran again. the two white men with them and 10 a few minutes Margaret
could see the smoke of fires rising from all around the farmlands, Piles of wood and grass had
been prepared there. There were seven patches of bared soil, yellow colour and pink, where
the new mealies were just showing, making a film of bright green; and around cach drifted up
thick clouds of smoke. They were throwing wet leaves on to the fires now, 1o make 1t acnid
and black. Margaret was watching the hills, Now there was a long, low cloud advancing, rust
colous still, swelling forward and out as she looked. The telephone was ninging. Neighbours
- quick. quick. there come the locusts. Old Smith had had his crop eaten to the ground.
Quick, get vour fires started. For of course, while every farmer hoped the locusts would
overlook his farm and go on 1o the next, itwas only fair to warn each other; one must play fair.
Everywhere, fifty miles over the countryside, the smoke was nising from mynads of fires.
Margaret answered the telephone calls. and between calls she stood watching the locusts.
The air was darkening. A strange darkness, for the sun was blazing - 1t was like the darkness
of a veldt fire. when the air gets thick with smoke. The sunlight comes down distorted, a
thick. hot orange. Oppressive it was, 100, with the heaviness of a storm. The locusts were
coming fast. Now half the sky was darkened. Behind the reddish veils in front, which were
the advance guards of the swamm, the main swarm showed in dense black cloud. reaching
almost to the sun itscli.

Margaret was wondening what she could do to help. She did not know:. Then up came
old Stephen from the lands. “*We're finished, Margaret, fimshed! Those beggars can cat every
lcaf and blade off the farm in half an hour! And it is only carly afiernoon - if we can make
cnough smoke, make enough noise till the sun goes down, they’ll settic somewhere else
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weighed 1o the ground. The carth seemed to be moving. locusts crawling everywhere, she
could not see the lands at all, so thick was the swarm. Toward the mountains 1t was like
looking into driving rain - even as she watched, the sun was blotted out with a fresh onrush of
them. It was a half-night, a perverted blackness. Then came a sharp crack from the bush - a
branch had snapped off. Then another. A tree down the slope leaned over and settled heavily
to the ground. Through the hail of insects a man came running.

“All the crops fimshed. Nothing left,” he said.

But the gongs were still beating, the men sull shouting, and Margaret asked: “Why
do you go on with it, then?”

“The main swarm 1sn't setthing. They are heavy with eggs. They are looking for a
place to settie and lay. )t we can stop the main body settling on our farm, that's everything. If
they get a chance 10 lay therr eggs, we are going to have everything eaten flat with hoppers
later on.” He picked a stray locust of) his shirt and spht down with his thumbnail - 1t was
clotted inside with eggs. “'Imagine that muluphied by milhons. You ever seen a hopper swarm
on the march’” Well, you're lucky.™

“Isitvery bad7"” asked Margaret feartully. and the old man said emphatically: “We're
finished. This swarm may pass over, but once they've started. they'll be coming down from
the North now onc after another. And then there are the hoppers - it might go on for two or
three years,”

“For the Lord's sake,” said Margaret angnly, sull half-crying. “what's here is bad
enough, 1sn't 1t?" For although the evening air was no longer black and thick, but a clear blue,
with a pattern of insccts whizzing this way and that across i1, evervihing else - trees,
buildings, bushes, carth — was gone under the moving brown masses.

But Margaret preferred not cven to think of them. After the midday meal the men
went off to the lands. Everything was 1o be replanted. With a bit of luck another swarm would
not come traveling down just this way. But they hoped it would rain very soon, to spnng
some new grass, because the cattle would dic otherwise - there was not a blade of grass left
on the farm. As for Margaret, she was trving to get used 10 the idea of three or four years of
locusts. Locusts were going to be like a bad weather, from now on, always imminent, She felt
like a survivor after war - 1f this devastated and mangled countryside was not ruin, well, what
then was ruin?

But the men ate their supper with good appetites.
“ltcould have been worse,” was what they said. "t could be much worse.”

EEREEEERS
Theme
The attack of locusts is a natural calamity that makcs the human beings helpless in
e i et e 1 e o e ¢ i+ i i il s e . e s+ A D i . . M. . . < S i . W s i PEIVALL o R e A Aa0 . A . .
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But all their attempts failed, and the insects ate every blade of their crops leaving the fields to
give a look of a devastated landscape. However they did not take the loss to their hearts, and
remained calm. They endured what they could not cure.

Reading Notes
| gazed | looked “
| clamour of gong | sharp sound of a metallic disc
swelling | Increasing in Size o
dnfted up L carned along by air or water ——-ﬂ
‘ | sharp, biting (smell, tasu; - f
* very great number = |
open grazingL land i;.-\f;ica T
| broken away, making a sharp sound
1 _young locusts
damaged - |
1 destroved ]
EXERCISES
1t Choose the correct answer.
1. Why did the cookboy run?
a) to kill the insccts b) to summon the labourers
c) to inform the landlady d) to see the locusts
18 Why did the houscboy run off to the store?
a) toshut the door b) to cover the store
c) tocollectany bitof metal d) to burn fire

.

V.

Why did they throw wet leaves on to the fire?

a) to make the smoke acnd and black
¢) to burn the leaves

b) toextinguish the fire
d) to bumn the insects

“And they neither went bankrupt nor got very rich” means that they were

a) hand to mouth, b)
<) cnjoying amoderate hving.  d)

()
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Vi, Why did the people beat the tin cans?

a) to letthe msectsenjoy music  b) to keep the insects away
¢) tokill the insects d) to fill the cans with insects
VIl What did the farmers do at the time of attack?
a) They ran away from the place.
b) They took precautionary measures (o keep the locusts away.
C}) They covered their crops.
d) They shut themselves in their houses,
vill.  Locusts attack in the area of
a) onc mile, b) ten miles.
C) fifty miles. d) 2 hundred miles.
IX. What made the boughs of trees weighed to the ground?
a) fruit b) locusts
c) birds d) wind storm
X, How did the land look after the locusts had moved to the south?
a) all green b) barren
¢) beautiful d) a devastated landscape

Mark the sentences true or false,
: The servants looked happy.

. The old ploughshare was hanging.

m.  There were eleven patches of bared soil,
IV. The locusts were coming slowly.

V. The carth scemed to be motionless.

VI. The mnsects are heavy with eggs.

vit.  Margaret preferred 1o think of the locusts.

vill.  Everything was saved.

IX.  There was not a blade of grass left on the farm.

% Locusts were going to be like bad weather,

Answer the following questions,

¥ What are locusts?

1. Why did the farmers throw wet leaves on fire?

1. What was the desire of every farmer?

1V, D1d Margaret know what to do to keep the locusts away?

v, What was the condition of trees?

www.topstudyworld.com
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Why are the locusts compared with bad weather?

X. Why did the men cat their supper with good appetites?
4. Answer the following questionsin 50 - 100 words.
). How did the farmers try 1o prevent the main swarm of Jocusts from landing
on their farms”?
. Why, even after all the crops were destroyed, did the men continue to fight
the swarm”
1. What was the condition of the land when the locusts had moved to the south?
Iv. What are the measures the farmers should have taken to save their crops?
Give fivesuggestions.
v, Writc a note on the character of Margaret,
S. Write down the correct form of the verb in each sentence.

Example: The servants came out and (gazc).
The servants came out and gazed.

. Stephen (yell) at the house boy.
13 Margaret (see) the smoke of fire nsing all around.
1, Old Smith had { has) his crops eaten to the ground.
IV, The sunlight{come) down distorted.
V. The ¢arth (seem)to be moving.

6. Punctuate the following lines.

all the crops finished nothing left he said but the gongs were still beating the men still
shouting and margaret asked why do you goon withit then
y £ Fill in the blanks by using the preposition given in bracket.

(at,on,ofl,in,over)
). They could see the labourerspointing ~ the hulls,
. Every farmer hoped the locusts would go to the next.
m, The main swarmshowed dense black cloud.
V. Thosc beggars can eateveryleaf  the farm.
v, Atree down the slope leaned the ground.
8. Read the following passage and answer the questions given at the end.

Margaret was wondering what she could do to help. She did not know. Then
up came old Stephen from the lands. “We're finished, Margaret, finished: Those
beggars can cat every lcaf and blade off the farm in half an hour! And itis only early
afternoon — if we can make enough smoke. make enough noisc ull the sun goces
down. they'll settle somewhere else perhaps.....” And then: “Get the kettle gomg. IUs
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(Mortin Luther King

| Have a Dream

I'am not unmindful that some of vou have come here out of great tnals and
nibulations. Some ol you have come fresh from narrow ail eells. Some of you have come
from the arcas where your quest for freedom Ieft you batiered by the storms of persecution
and staggered by the winds of police brutality. You have been the veterans of creative
suffering. Continuc to work with the faith that uncamed suflering is redempuive,

(o back to Mississippi. go back 10 Alabama. R0 back to South Carolina, go back to

Georgia, go back 10 Louisiana. go back 10 the slums and ghettos of our northemn cities.
knowing that somchow this situation can and will be changed, Letus not wallow in the valley

of despair.

| say to you today, my friends. that in spite of the difficulties and frustrations of the
moment I stll have a dream. I1is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream.

[ have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and hive out the true meaning of its
creed: " We hold these truths 1o be self-cvident; that all men are created cqual.”

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of ¢ eorgia, the sons of former slaves and
the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.

| have a dream that one day cven the state of Mississipps, a desert state sweltering
with the heat of injustice and oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and
justice.

| have adream that my four little children will one day hive in a nation where they will
not be judged by the colour of their skin but by the content of their character

have a dream today.

| have a dream that one day the state of Alabama, whose govemor's lips are presently
dripping with the words of interposition and nullification, will be transformed into a situation
where little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and
white girlsand walk 1ogether as sisters and brothers.

Fhaveadream today.

I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted. every hill and mountain
shal'l be made low. the rough places will be made plains. and the crooked places will be made
straight. and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all ficsh shall see it together.

This isour hope. This is the faith with which I return 10 the South. With this faith we
will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair, a stone of hope. With this faith we will be

nhIF 'n "-..“l".l‘"“ I“ﬂ I.ll.‘lnl;-l--- ‘I:..ur.‘. -u..-_-..- i -

www.topstudyworld.com




www.topstudyworld.com English

one day, This will be the day whenall of us will be able to sing with new meaning.
My counitry, 'tis of thee,
Sweet land of hiberty,
OfthecIsing:
Land where my fathers died,
L.and of the piignms’ pride,

From cvery mountainside
et frcedom nng,

(Note: It's a song in praise of one’s country. My country is @ sweet land of liberty. I sing for
this land where my fathers died. Tt is a Jand of the pilgrims' pride and let the freedom nng
fromcvery sidcof i)

And if America is to be 2 great nation this must become true. So let freedom ring from
the prodigious hilllops of New Hampshire, Let freedom ring from the mighty mountains of
New York. Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvanial

Let freedom ring from the snowcapped Rockies of Colorado!

Let freedom ring from the curvaceous peaks of California!

But not only that. let frecdom ning from Stone Mountain of Georgia,
Let freedom nng from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee!

Let freedom ring from every hill and Molehill of Mississippi. From every mountain
side, let freedomnng.

When we let freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet,
from every state and every city. we will be able 1o speed up that day when all of us, black men
and white men, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual,
“Frecat Jast! Frecatlast! Thank God. we are frec at last!”

Note:

1. Rockies of Colorado. peaks of California, Stone Mountain of Georgia, Mountain of
Tennessee and Mole-hill of Mississippi are the names of mountains of those states.

tJ

Negro spiritual is a religious song of 2 type originally sung by the Negro slaves n
America. Words are asabove,

About the Author

Martin Luther King. Jr. (1929 - 1968) was the most chanismatic leader of the civil
rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s until his assassination in 1968. He led sit-ins and
demonstrations throughout the South and was the President of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference as well as Pastor of a large congregation in Atlanta. This speech,
delivered in front of the Lincoln Memortal at a centennial celebration of the Emancipation
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Theme

The emphasis is on the negation of racial segregation in the society. A nation cannot

enjoy the glory of democracy without treating all the sections of community, rich and poor,

high and low equally: and is judged not by the colour of their skin but by the contents of their

character.

Reading Notes
persecution undeserved oppressions
veteran | a soldier of a great experience
redempuive | rescue fromF cul ways, serving (o rcscuc-
ghettos ' sections of town for under-privileged class;s
wallow ] roll about (in mud, dirt, water)
frustrations ‘Tdisappoinnncnts
interposition Lmaking interruptions
hew out : cut out with great labour
procigTous . huge

EXERCISES
|t Choose the correct answer.

“You have come here out of great trials and tribulations™ means that you
have come here after

a) attending a fair. b) facing great persccutions and gnef.
<) great honouyr. d) great travels.

"You have been the veterans of creative suffering” means that you have been
the

a) expenenced soldiers of intellectual suffering.
b) asscts of a nation,
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This nation will hve out the true meaning of 1ts creed.

a) Negroces will leave the country.

D) they will come upto the level of others.

c) they will prove their worth.

d) they will remain a minonty.

What is the dream?

a) cquality of highand low b) ruleoftheblacks

<) negation of whites d) thepractice of brotherhood

Which onc is a desert state sweltering with the heat of injustice and
oppression’?

a) Georgia b) Mississipp!

c) Alabama d) Virginia

What does the govermnor of Alabama do?

a) creates interferences b) makes interruptions
<) uscs sweet words d) helps the blacks
What will be exalted?

a) hll . b) mountamn

c) valley d) nver

Every hill and mountain shall be made low means that
a) all highand low will become equal.
b) hills and mountains will be leveled.

<) there will be no distinction of classes.

d) the low classes will nse up,

The glory of whom shall be revealed?

a) President b) Govemor
c) Lord d) Mavor
What is the beautiful symphony of brotherhood?

a) aviohn

b) a guitar

<) the beautiful song of brotherhood
d) musical composition of brotherhood

Mark the sentences true or false.

b i ‘.r- P Ld‘- B O S O L.-_ .L- A o R e ‘IDL‘“ .1y l:l!"' h-“;“'
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V. It1s a dream deeply rooted in the American dream.
‘2 Son of a slave will live with the son of a slave owner,
V. In future every hill and mountain shall be made low,
vii.  Astonc of hope is a coal,
vill, My country 1s a sweet land of liberty.
IX. My country s not a pride of pilgrnms.
X All the people, black and white, are treated equally.
3. Answerthe following questions.
. What was the cause of Negroes' discontentment?
1. What are the qualities of the veterans of creative suffening?

. Whatis the dream of Martin Luther King Jr.?

v, What should be the faith of Negroes?

V. What wasthe necessity of pleading the casc of the Negroes' freedom?
Vi, What should be the enterion of judgement for a person?

vii.  Dothe Negroes enjoy liberty in all the parts of their country?

vi,  From which pan of the country did the Negroes gather there?

IX. Wnite down the song in your own words.
X. Whats the etlect ol the repetition of words?
4. Answer the following questions in 100 - 150 words.
3 Write a note on the struggle of Marun Luther King Jr. for the Negroes,
i, What was the condition ofthe Negroes in his days?
1. Wnite ten lines on racial discrimimation,
V. Wnite the summary of the speech.
V. What are the measures you can take to ensure justice with all the sections of
the society?
- Join the sentencein Column I with the relevant sentence in Column 11.
Column | Column 1l

[t came as a joyous day break
The life of the Negroes is sull

This note was a promise that all

Now i1s the tme to make

men would be guasanteed the nghts.

nghtful place we must not do wrongs,

fresh from narvow jail cells,

rooted 1in the Amencan dream,
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There are those who are asking -lof the mountain ot despair.

Some ot you have come will be able to join hands,

It is a dream deeply sadly crippled.

We will be able to hew out real the pr(nmsv of democracy.

When all of us the devotees of civil rights.

6. Use the correct forms of the verbs given in brackets.
). Thearchitects of our republic (wnite) the magnificent words.
. All men (guarantee) the unalicnable nghts of life,
. We (come}to this hollow spot.
V. Continuc (work ) with the faith.
v, Former slave owners (sit)down together.
vi. Every valley (exalt) tosee my dream (realize).

vii.  We(be) free one day.
vili.  Let freedom (ning) from the mighty mountains.
1X. The black men and white men (join) hands,
X This selection (design) as an oration,
8 Punctuate the following lines.

i have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the tru¢ meaning of its
creed we hold these truths to be self-cvident that all men are created equal

8. Use the following phrasal verbs in your sentences.
a) come oul b) come off
¢) come in d) come down
9. Read the passage and answer the questions given at the end.

This is our hope. This is the faith with which | retum 1o the South. With this
faith we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair, a stone of hope. With this
faith we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful
symphony of brotherhood. With this faith we will be able to work together, to pray
together, to struggle together, to go 1o jail together, to stand up for freedom together,
knowing that we will be free one day.

a) What is the faith with which he returns to the South?
b) What will be the effect of the faith?
9 What will thev be able to do with this faith?
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One dollar and erghty-seven cemis That was all. She had put it aside, one cent and
then another and then another, in her careful buying of meat and other food. Della counted it
three imes, One dollarand eighty-seven cents. And the next day would be Christmas.

There was nothing to do but fall on the bed and crv. So Della did it

Only $1.87 10 buy a gift for Jim. Her Jim. She had had many happy hours planning
something nice for him. Something nearly good cnough. Something almost worth the honor
ofbelonging to Jim,

The James Dillingham Youngs were very proud of two things which they owned.
One thing was him's gold watch. It had once belonged 10 his father. And. long ago, 1t had
belonged to his father’s father, The other thing was Della's hair.

Ifa queen had hved in the rooms near theirs, Della would bave washed and dried hes
bair where the queen could see it. Della knew her hair was more beautiful than any queen's
jewels and gills.

Ifaking had lived in the same house, with all his riches. Jim would have Jooked at his
watch every ime they met. Jim knew that no king had anything so valuable.

50 now Della’s beautiful hair fell about her, shining ike a falling stream of brown
waler. ltreached below herknee, It almost made ntsell into a dress for her.

And then she put it up on her head again, nervously and quickly. Once she stopped
fora moment and stood still while a tear or two ran down her lace.

She puton her old brown coat. She put on herold brown hat. With the bright ight still
in her eyes, she moved quickly out of the door and down 1o the street.

Where she stopped, the sign said: “Mrs. Sofronie. Hair Anticles ofall Kinds.™

Upto the second floor Dellaran, and stopped to get her breath.

Mrs. Sofronie. Jarge, too white, cold-cved, looked at her.

“Will you buy my hair?" asked Della.

“Ibuy hair,” sard Mrs. Safronie, “Take vour hat offand let me look at it

Down fell the brown waterfall.

“Twenty dollars.” said Mrs, Safronie, hifting the hair to feel its weight,

*Give itto me quickly,” said Della.

Oh, and the next two hours scemed to fly. She was going from one shop to another, to
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other like it in any of the shops, and she had looked in every shop in the city.

It was a gold watch chain, very simply made. Its value was in its nch and pure
material. Because it was so plain and simple. you knew that it was very valuable. All good
things are like this.

It was good cnough for the warch,

As soon as she saw i1, she knew that Jim must have it 1t was like him. Quietness and
value - Jim and the ¢hain both had quictness and value. She paid twenty-one dollars forit.
And she hurried home with the chamn and cighty-seven cents.

With that ¢chain on his watch, Jim could look at his watch and leamn the time
anywhere he might be. Though the watch was so fine. it never had a fine chain. He sometimes
0ok it out and looked at it only when no one could see himdoit.

When Della arrived home, her mind quictened a httle. She began to think more
reasonably. She started to 17y to cover the sad marks of what she had done. Love and large-
hearted giving, when added together. can leave deep marks. It is never casy to cover these
marks, dear friends - never casy.

Within forty minutes her head looked a hittle better, With her short hair, she looked
wonderfully like a schoolboy. She stood at the looking-glass foralong time.

“1f Jim doesn't like me."” she said to herselt. “before he looks at me a second time,
he'll say I look like a girl who works for money. But what could [ do — oh! What could I do
withadollar and cighty-sevencents?”

At seven, Jim's dinner was ready for him.

Jim was never late, Della held the watch chain in her hand and sat near the door
where he always entered. Then she heard his steps in the hall and her face lost color for a
moment. She often said httle prayers quictly, about simple everyday things. And now she
said: “Pleasc God, make him think 'm stll pretty.” h

The door opened and Jim stepped in. He looked very thin and be was not smiling,
Poor fellow, he was only twenty-two — and with a family to take care ol He necded a new -
coat and he had nothing to cover hiscold hands.

Jim stopped nside the door. He was as quict as a hunting dog when it is near a bird.
His cyes looked strangely at Della, and there was an expression in them that she could not
understand. It filled her with fear. It was not anger, nor surprise, nor anything clse she had
been ready for. He simply looked at her with the strange expression on his face.

Dellawenttohim.

“Jim. dear,” she cried, “don't look at me like that. | had my bair cut off and sold it 1
couldn’t live through Christmas without giving you a gift. My hair will grow again. You
won't care, will you? My hair grows very fast. It's Chnstmas, Jim. Let's be happy. You don't
know what a nice — what a beautiful nice a1 1 got for you.”
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“Cut itoffand sold it,” said Della. “Don't you like me now? I'mme, Jim. I'm the same
without my hair.”

Jim looked around the room.
“You say your hairis gone™ he said,

“You don't have to look for it,” said Della, “It's sold, | tell you - sold and gone, 100.
It's the night before Christmas, boy, Be zood to me, because 1 sold it for you, May be the hairs

of my head could be counted.” she said. “but no one could ever count my regard for you.
Shall we cat dinner. Jim?"

Jim folded his arms before him. For ten seconds let us look 1n another direction.
Eight dollars a week or a million dollars a vear — how different are they? Someone may give

youan answer, butit will be wrong. The Magi brought valuable gifts, but that was not among
them. My meaning will be explained soon.

Frominside hiscoat, Jim took something tied in paper. He threw it upon the table.

I want you 10 understand me, Dell.” he said. “Nothing like a haircut could make me
careless for you. Butifyou'll open that, you may know what I feltwhen I came in.”

White fingers pulled oft the paper. And then a cry of joy:and then achange to tears,

For there lay the combs - the combs that Della had seen in a shop window and loved
for a long time. Beautful combs, with jewels, perfect for her beautiful hair. She had known
they cost too much for her to buy them. She had looked at them without the Icast hope of
owning them. And now they were hers, but her hair was gone.

Butshe held them to her hean, and at Jast, was able to look upandsay:
"My hair grows so fast, Jim!"
And then she jumped up and cried. “Oh, oh!™

Jim had not yet seen his beautiful gift, She held it out to him in her open hand. The
gold seemed toshine softly asif with her own wam and loving spint,

“Isn'tit perfect, Jim? I hunted all over the town to find it. You'l) have to look at your
watch a hundred times a day now. Give me your watch, [ want to see how they look together,”

Jimsatdown and smiled.

"Della,” said he, “let’s put our Christmas gifts away and keep them a while, They're
too nice to use now, [ sold the warch to get the moncy to buy the combs. And now I think we
should have ourdinner.™

The Mag:, as you know, were wise men wonderfully wise men — who brought gifts
to the newbom Christ-child. They were the first to give Christmas gifts. Being wise, their
gifts were doubtlessly wise ones, And here ] have told vou the story of two children who were
not wise. Each sold the most valuable thing he owned in order to buy a gift for the other. But
let me speak the last word 10 the wise of these days: Of all who give gifts. these twe were the
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About the Author

0. Henry was the pen-name of William Sydncey Porter (1862 - 1910), onc of the most
famous American short story writers. He lived in extreme poverty in New York, writing short
stories to support himself. His tragic life gave him & profound knowledge of human
character, especially of dwellers in big cities whose hfe s full of misfortunes. As a storyteller
he is remarkable for his ingenuity in the use of ironical coincidences and for his skillful plots.
In 1918 the American Scciety of Letters honoured his name by founding the O. Henry
Memorial Award, which gives anannua) prize for the best Amencan short story.

Theme

Della and Jim had great love for each other and could not think of celebrating
Christmas without presenting the gifis, But they had no money 5o they sold theirr most
beautiful and valuable things to buy gifts, which proved too nice to usc on the occasion. The
story reveals that exchange of gifis on the holy occasions makes life most lovable.

Reading Notes
yearly ¢elebration of the birth of Jesus Chnist,

Chnstmas
December 25

made itself into a dress for her ¢an cover her whole body

i
large-hearted

EXERCISES
1 Choose the correct answer.
1, James Dillingham Youngs had two valuablc things
a) a house and acar, b) anecklace and a clock.
<) TVand VCR. d) Jim's gold watch and Della’s haur.
1. Della's bair was more beautiful than any
a) painting. b)  palace.
c) queen’sjewelsandgifts. d)  scenc.

11 Della's hair reached below her
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iv.

Vil.

Viil.

X,

“"Down fell the brown waterfall” means

g) thestream flowed down. b) thebrown waterfall fell down.
¢) Della's hair fell down. d) the brown water fell down.
What did she buy for Jim?

a) awalch b) a gold watch chain

¢) anecktie d) ashirt

What was common in Jim and the watch chain?

a) simplicity b) quietness

¢) value d) quictness and value
With her short hair, she looked wonderfully like a

a) young girl. b) school boy.

¢) dame. d) woman.

Whatdid Della pray?

a) may he think her still pretty b) may she live long

¢) may she had long hairagain d) may she remain pretty
Noone can count Della's

a) feelings. b) love,

¢) hair. d) jewels.
Jimboughtagiftof

a) awatch. b) shoes,

¢} clips. d) the combs.

2. Mark the sentences true or false.

L

1.

"
i,
e
‘l‘t

The gold watch belonged to Jim's father.
Jim knew that no king had anything so valuable as the gold watch.
Della sold her hair for twenty dollars.

V. For three hours she seemed to fly from shop to shop to find a gift.
v, She could not do anything with a dollar and elghty -Sscven cents,
VI. Jim took his dinner at eight.
vii.  Jim was paid 20 dollars a week,
vill.  Both couldn't live through Christmas without cxchanging gifts.
X, She refused to have the gift of the combs,
X. The gifts were too nice to use on Christmas.

3. Answer the following questions.

L)
1.
L
1.

How much did she save for Christmas?
Whv did che feal nrnnd in ths haaiitar afhae haie?
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4 Why did they want to exchange the gifts?

Vi. Why did she feel sad on losing her hair?

vii.  Whydid Jim notwelcome her when he stepped in?
viii.  What did he bring out ofhiscoat?

X, How beaunful was the gold watch chain?
X. What was the wisdom in selling the most valuable things?
4. Answer the following questions in 50 - 100 words.
¥ How did the Magi want to celebrate their Chnstmas?
", How much were they attached to cach other in the story?
n. Why did they sell their beautiful valuable things?
\% Descnibe the story in your own words.
V. What is the moral of the story”
S. Connect the sentence in Column I with the relevant sentence in Column 11
~ Column | ] Column 1l

' She had had many happy hours " into a dress for her.

It had once belonged “me look at it.
"It almost made itself TT!Eh and pure material.
: She stood still while _I-s_uangc CXPression on his i:uc:_. __:_:_
' Take vour hat oft and let " the chain and eighty-seven cents.
" Tts value was n its T tesr of two ran down her face.
"She hurried home with " planning something nice for him. |
e

“He simply looked at her with the ‘ to hs father.

T —

6. Punctuate the following lines.

i want you to understand me Dell he said nothing like @ haircut could make me
careless for vou but if you |l open that you may know whati felt when i came In
f £ Read the passage and answer the questions given at the end.

The Magi, as you know, were wise men — wonderfully wise men - who
brought gifts 10 the newborn Chnst-child. They were the first to give Chnistmas gifts.
Being wise, their gifts were doubtlessly wise 100, And here [have told you the story
of two children who were the wisest, Each sold the most valuable thing he owned in
order to buy @ gift for the other. But let me speak the last word to the wise of these
days, Of all who give gilts, these two were the wisest. Of all who give gifts, such as
they are. the wisest, Evenvwhere they are the wise ones. They are the Mag.

1) Who were the wise men?

3% MiMkA wraca tha QGret 1 mua Chrietmae onfie?
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God be Praised

BEFORE HIS MARRIAGE, Maulvi Abul Barkar, alias Abul, used to hve
comfort, cven pomp. On his head, he wore & light brown turban known as Mashadi lungi,
because it originally came from Mashad in Iran. The gilded ap of his cap used to shine
brightly above the turban. He always carmed a walking stick, a sort of scepter with decorative
bands of brass and gilt. For his hair, he used fragrant oil. [ts sweet pungent smell hingered 1n
the village lanes whenever he walked through them.

Maulvi Abul had shghtly bulging eyes. On his fingers he wore silver rings with large
turquoise stones. These nngs came off s tingers five tmes a day before ablutions, and yet
no change was ever observed in the vrder m which they were wom.

Every Eid, after his scrmon, whenever the cotton bag contaiming from 1350 1o 200
rupees collected from the devotees happened to fall with a thud, he distnbuted 40 to 50
rupees in the presence of the worshippers among the needy and the poor of the village. After
cach such act, he used 1o say: “Please don't pray for me. Remember the Benevolent Almighty
Allah. If He creates insects in stones., He supplies their tood there too, Please do not bless me.
What has He not blessed me with? Health, prace of mind, freedom rom care! | have
everything one can desire. | don't need anything more from His unhimited treasure of divine
blessings.™

Like the children who came in quick succession, the tmes, oo, had changed fast. A
pair of shoes for his first born, Mchrunnisa, had cost him one rupee. For his youngest
daughter, he was now asked 1o pay six rupees [or a par. When he complained, the shoemaker
said; “Maulvip, | didn't charge more for your sake. Had it been someone else, [ could casily
have wangled ten rupees. The cost of leather has gone sky-high, Prices have nsen so
suddenly that it scems as though asll the cows and buftalocs in the country have been
dispatched to the Mount Caucasus. My cost price is five twelve. Behieve me, my profitisonly
four annas. Come on, Maulviji, don't lovk disappointed and, pray, don't give me even that
four annas bat. [ will charge only what 1 huve spent for these dainty shoes. 101 am lying, the

curse of Allah be on me and may | be drowned in some pond. May I even be deprnived ol a
decentbunal!”

If it were possible to get the necessities of life from the heavens through prayers,
Maulvi Abul would have prayed 1o Allah for a pair of shoes tor his Umida, the youngestm the
family. At might he consulted hus wife. But instead of replying, she silently hifted a comer of
the quilt to expose Umdatunmisa’s small, bare feet. Seeing those danty feet, Maulvi Abul
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witness, never to use the powdered 1obacco that he loved,

When Mchrun reached the age of [4, Maulvi Abul's prayers became intense and
prolonged. Dunng Ramadan, he led the nightly tarawih prayers as usual. But the same
Maulvi Abul who never had made a single mistake, began strayving from one Surah of the
Holy Quran to another. Sometimes, unconsciously, he repeated the same chapter twice in the
same part of prayer.

Once when Chaudhry Fateh Dad, the member of the District Board, reprimanded
him for a mistake, Maulvi Abul felt like shouting back at him: "“You have 8 whole row of
boys, Chaudhn Sahib. Had you also been blessed with a daughter then you would understand
why [ repeated a chapter of the Holy Book twice!™

But Chaudhry Fatch Dad’s censure was purely religious, Why, he was the same rich,
prous Mushm, the Head of the village, who every evening for years had been sending Maulys
Saheb homebaked bread smeared with ghee and an carthen bow] of dal. He was very regular
in his offering. If for some reason the daily offening of the evening meal was delayed,
Chaudhry Fatch Dad would carry it himself 1o Maulvi Abul's house and apologise for the
delay, saving: *') am termbly sorry, Maulviji. My wife is unwell. So the maid has cooked the
food.” He, sincerely considered the danly gifi to Maulvi Abul a part of his daily worship.

Conscious of the ever increasing responsibilitics of her husband, Zaibunnisa 100 had
started teaching young girls of the village the Holy Quman. On Thursday, when cach of the
girls brought a small portion of sugir vn bread, Zaibunmsa would arrange for at Icast two
baskets. These small baskets were used to store morsels of home baked bread.

But, there was yet another problern. Besides bread to fill their bellies, they also
needed clothes to cover their bodics. Chaudhn Fateh Dad used 1o present new clothes to
Maulvi Abul once a year after every harvest, Whenever these clothes came, a tailonng shop
would spring up in Maulvi Abul's house. Zaibunnisa, with the assistance of Mehrun and
Zabda and Shamsusn, would cut them into smaller outfits for the vounger kids. If he ever
received some extra money, this honus would usually be locked up ina tin box.

With the passage of tme, the appetites of the childsen increased.

Maulvi Abul was caught in the whirl of life. Time had not been kind to him. The hair
around his temples had become silvery white. The grip of his teeth on his gums had for long
been loose. But his voice remaimed resonant, However, sometimes that too quivered.

Chaudhrn Fateh Dad was the only one who knew the reason. Maulvi Abul had once
opencd his heart to him about a sunable match for Mchrun. The Chaudhry had carcfully
considered the ¢higibhity of all the voung men of the village.

There were some whom he found suitable, But the trouble was that cveryone in the
community knew Maulvi Abul well. Chaudhri Fateh Dad wied 10 negotiate with a couple of
‘ clders but all of them drew back as if bees had suddenly sprung from a bed of flowers.
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He was the only son of 8 Haafiz. After the death of his father, Khudayar, tried to

follow his father’s footsteps. When he was about 16, he went away to the ¢ity, leaving his old
mother behind, Later they Jearnt that he had worked in the house of a head clerk, after which
he had managed to open a small shop on a footpath where he began selling cut pieces. After

saving some money and gaining experience in the business, he retumed to the willage, He
then begged Maulvi Abul to inaugurate and bless his shop by becoming his first customer.

That dav, in order not to disappoint his erstwhile disciple and his aged mother,
Maulvi Abul took 2 momentous decision. He went to his wife and said: “Shamim Ahmed
wants me 10 inaugurate his shop by becoming his first customer. It you agrec, lct us buy a
piece of cloth for Mehrun's suit. In any case we will need it for her dowry. My purchase in the
presence of the entire village may impress them.”

“May Allah bless you,"” she blurted out and immediately took out the key which hung
in a thread around her neck. She opened the trunk, took out the tin box and placed it before
her husband.

As she opened it her eyes suddenly became bright with unshed tears. Just then
Mchrun walked in. Then she tumed back with a smile. almost as if she was thinking. I know
the secret of Abba's readiness to inaugurate Shamym Ahmed’s shop!

Maulvi Abu) counted his savings. There were 43 rupees. He put the money into his
pocket, stood up slowly and said: 1f somchow Mchrun can be married, all my worrics will
disappear. [ will feel as light as a feather, at least for some yearsto come.”

When Maulvi Abul reached Shamim Ahmed's new shop, he found a crowd had
already assembied there to watch the proceedings. Most of the ontovkers were women, They
lingered to gaze with wistful longing it the colourful display.

Maulvi Abul inaugurated the shop by first reciting verses from the Holy Quran m his

powerful voice. Then he selected a piece of pink cloth with beautiful flowers nestling amidst
yellow dots,

“1 will need & prece from this for a young Jady's suit,” he smd loudly.

Overjoyed, Shamim Ahmed picked up his vard stick, uttered “In the name of Allab™
silently, measured seven yards, picked up the large pair of scissors and cut the ¢loth. He then
folded it neatly and placed it before Maulvi Abul with respect. He almost seemed to be
offering itasagifi.

“How much should I pay?”™ Maulvi Abul asked. Out of respect, Shamim Ahmed
hesitated for 2 moment, rubbed his palms, cleared his throat and replied: At the rate of six
rupees per vard, it will be 42 rupees, sie.”

His words fell like a bombshell on Maulvi Abul. Suddenly he felt as if bundle after
bundle of cloth from the various shelves had been falling over him, Out of 43 rupeces he kepta

rmirnas and murello nard the roct ta Chamim A hmed
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concession today. But ] am your humble servant, sir. I will, hopefully. compensate you soon
in somc other way.”

Maulvi Abul placed the bundle of cloth under his arm and got up to leave. He smiled,
blessed Shamim Ahmed and began walking slowly home.

One evening, a few days later, someonce knocked at the door. He went to the door
bimsclfand opened it. A wave of fragrance lowed into the house.

“Assalam-o-Alaikum, sir,” He heard a famuhar voice. [t was Shamim Ahmed. A fier
the preliminary exchange of greetings, Shamim Ahmed hesitatingly said something private
10 Maulvi Abdul,

Athnll went through Maulvi Abul's cars. An idea came to him. Instead of listening to
Shamim Ahmed’s request on his threshold, he umed and shouted: “Arif's mother, 1 am going
out. | will be back soon.” And he started walking towards the mosque. Shamim Ahmed
followed himsilently

They went to a room at onc end of the mosque. It was dark and usually used for
oftening special prayers in sohitude.
Maulvi Abul went into the room. He put a match to a dry twig and with it it the

earthen lamp. The flame fhickered fora while, then became steady. Shamim Ahmed was now
looking nervously into the Nickenng lame.

To puthimatease, MaulviAbul xnd softly, “Whatisit, son?”

Shamim Ahmed lowered his eyes. hesitated for a moment and then replied, “If you
allowme, sir. I'll begin.™

“Yes, of course. son. What 1s 17" To enwourage the youth he patted his back.

Shamim felt at case, bul couldnt overcome his embarrassment. Then, finally
mustering up courage. he cleared his throar and began ina low voice: ™ Asa manerof fact, my
mother should have done this, but she isnot well, That's why | have come.” He stopped.

"Youdid the nght thing,” Maulvi Abul said atfectionately.™

"My request s, please accept me as your slave. | mean.. ! He stopped abruptly,
stumbhing over the words.

Maulvi Abul could not believe what he had just heard, To make sure, he asked:
“"Whatisit, son? [ don'tquite understand You wish me toacceptyouas...?”

"Yes, siras your shave!” Shamim Ahmed blurted out in haste, I mean, if you bave no
objection, | will send my mother with the marnage proposal. [t will be an honour. sir. 1o be
yourson,,.."

In his excitement, fear and confusion, he did not see the tears which had silently
rolled down Maulvi Abul's checks. In thar silence, time almost stood still for both of them.
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He caught hold of Shamim Ahmed's hand and added: “They are for marmage. You are my
dear disciple. Brother Hafiz Abdul Rahim's son 1s also my son. Come, my son, come!” And
he embraced Shamim Ahmed warmly.

Hall an hour later, when he reached home, Zaibunnisa asked: “Where are you
coming from with this wave of fragrance?”

Mehrun looked up. Before her father could answer, she said: “Yes. Abba, what a
swecet perfume, The whole house is full of 11"

Seeing him silent, his wife wentto him, “What is it?" she enquired softly,

Maulvi Abul lovked first towards his cldest daughter, then towards the row of
¢hildren who had appeared on the scene. They had all clustered around their sister. They
looked disappointed, for he had retumed empty-handed. They had to be pleased first. So he

declared slowly, “Tonmight, all my children will get a special treat. a little raw sugar with
bread.”

This did the mrick. Their faces immediately lit up with joy. He then went to another
part of the courtyard and sat down on the matted bed,

“Come here, Anl's Mother,” Maulvi Abul sounded excited as he called out to his
wife, He told her the whole incident. At first Zaibunnisa did not behieve him. But when he
repeated the story under oath, she began to cry.

“Don’tery, Zaibun,” he said softly. He rarely addressed her that way. Buttoday was a
special day. “Allah did listen to our prayers. Let us bow our heads to Him,”

They were still lost in their newly acquired happiness when suddenly, once again,
they heard a knock. Before any of his children could rush and open the door. Maulvi Abul
shouted.

“Wait. Let me see.” He went 10 the door and opened 1t Chaudhry Fateh Dad was
standing there, wrapped in a shaw). He warmly caught Maulvi Abul's hands and embraced
him. “"Congratulations, sir. Atlast my efforts have proved fruitful™ he said in a low voice.

“Yes, Chaudhry Saheb. [am thankful to you and grateful to Almighty Allah.™

“"Shamim s a good boy, sir. Please take a decision without delay. Who knows what
may happen”” Saying that, he brought out a cotton bag from under his shaw! and handed it
overto Maulvi Abul. “Thisis a humble gift. Plcase give ittomy daughter on my behalf,” said
Chaudhry Fatch Dad.

Oraufied and almost dazed, Maulvi Abul went back to his wife, With a thumping
heart he opened the bag. Tied neatly ina large silken kerchief were a pair of gold pendants st
with large, shining stones and wrapped in a hundred rupee note!

A few days later, the pre-marmage celebrations began. Mehrunnisa, was put in
scclusion in a separate room ull the auspicious day. Her hands and feet were covered with
henna. The gay songs that usually accompany wedding ceremonics were not sung, for after
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sang songs of love and friendship, flowers and their fragrance. and the romantic rany season
which has a special significance for young men and women in the rural Punjab. They also
sang sweet songs of the excitement ot unton and the pangs of separalion.

On the other hand. nobody could restrain Shamim Ahmed from celebrating his
marriage any way he desired. So he came to marry Mehrun amidst fireworks with musicians
playing gav tunes. That night, after a lot of whispering in one comer of the hgu_sc. many
trunks were dragged out and opened. The next moming when the dowry was exhibited in the
courtyard. the entire village was stunncd by what it saw. Peopic were not impressed much
with the colourful clothes. for this was not unusual. But the jewellery! It was incredible.
Some secretly believed that the Maulvi had a special amulet whose charm blessed him with
secret power to get as much moncy as he desired from the angels.

In the crowd. there was also a loudmouthed old hag who scemed to have other views.
In a loud whisper. she pointed out that several suits in the dowry had once belonged to a
woman who had died young. There were others which had been part of Zaibun's dowry.
“Even the bracelets and the gold nose-ring are hers,” she added with conviction. “But the
gold pendants?” She raised her eyes and looked towards the heavens, as if they were a pift
from there.

Aflter the ceremonies were over, Mchrun was made to sit in a palanquin: Beaunfully
decorated. it was covered with a large silken <loth so that the bride could go to the
bridegroom's house in strict purdah, As two sturdy villagers carmed i1 away, Maulvi Abul
walked a few steps with it. He must have ¢ried silently for his cyes and nose were red and he
looked pale. At the same time he looked at peace.

As he went back to his house, Zatbunnisa suddenly appeared from behind the door.
She held his hand and burst into tears. "Look at this house,” she said. sobbing. *Without
Mehrun, doesn't it look like a graveyard™

Maulvi Abul smiled and consoled her, “Don't be silly, Zaibun. Has Mchrun taken
Zabda also with her? What about Shamsun?” Suddenly he remembered something. “Anf's
mother, where 1s Zabda?""he asked ina whisper.

“Inside. Cryving.” she replied. =

“Zabda.” Maulvi Abul called her. A few minutes later Zabda came out of the room.
She looked sad. There were Jarge dark patches of tears on her new pink head cloth.

The Maulvi said to his wife, “Arif's mother, have you noticed?” he whispered. “This |
Zabda of ours has suddenly grownup.”™

There was silence for a while. Then Maulvi Abul said, perhaps to reassure himself
more than his wife: “Don’t worry. Allah Almighty is kind and bencvolent. It's a sin to lose
faith.”

Oblivious of his surroundings, Maulvi Abul's mind was racing clsewhere, Asifina
trance he had called Shamsun Slowlv. his third daughter came forward and began walking
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A few months after Mchrun's mamage, a2 primary school for girls was opened in the
village.

All these years. Maulvi Abul had two main sources of inspiration, in which he had
implicit faith. The first one was Almightly Allab and after Him, Chaudhry Fatchdad. It was
certainly Allah’s benevolence that sinners like Maulvi Abul and Zaibunnisa were sull alive
and that all their children were living and Mchrun had been marmed with such splendour.

BRAREEEIEEDS

About the Author

Ahmed Nadeem Qasmi (1916 - 2006) was a poet and a writer of national repute. He
was bormn ina small village of Anga in Khushab district.

Theme

In this story he has depicted the life of a village Maulvi and his miscries relating to
his domestic life, his low mmcoie and the marmages of his daughters and about suitable

matches for his daughters,
EXERCISES
1. Answer the following questions.
I What was alias Abul's full name?
I, What was his turban known as and where did it onginally come from?

1. What did he always carry with him?

Iv. Describe Maulvi'sappearance.

V. How much did the Maulyvi collect on every Eid?

Vi How much was distnbuted among the needy and the poor?

vii,  What was the name ol his eldest daughter?

viii.  What was the name of the member of the District Board where the Maulvi

hved?

IX. What was the name of his wife?

X. Write the names of the other two daughters mentioned in the story.

2. Read the lesson and tick the correct word. Write the correct sentences in your

notebook.

). Maulvi Abul had shghtly (slanting, bulging. drooping) eyes.

1. He wore (silver, gold, platinum) rings with large stones,

i, His cotton bag contained 150 to (100, 200, 300) rupces collected from the
devotees,

V. The name of his first born child was ( Zecbunnisa, Mchrunnisa, Lutufunnisa)
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MaulviAbul had saved (33,43, 33)rupecs only.

The seven yards of silk that Shamim measured for Maulvi Abul was for (142,
42,420) rupees

A few months after Mehrunnisa’s mamage a (sccondary, middle, primary)
school was opened in the village.

All these years Maulvi Abul had (one, two, three) sources of inspiration.
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One evening i Jamuary a well graomed young man having walked up Davis Road 1o the
Mall tumned to Charing Cross. His hair was sleek and shiming and he wore stde bums. His thin
moustache seemed to have been drawn with 4 pencil. He had puton a brown overcoat witha
cream coloured hulf opened rose in his button hole and s green flat hat which he wore at 3
rakish angle. A white silk scarf was knotted at his neck. One of his hands was slipped into a
pocket of his overcoat while in the other he held a short polished cane which cvery now and
then he twirled jauntily,

It was a Suturday eveming in mid-winter. The sharp icy gusts of wind struck like steel.
bul the young man seemed 1o be immune 16 them. S0, while others were walking briskly to
keep warm, he was ambling alon gobviously enjoying his promenade in the bitter cold.

He looked such a dandy that 1onga-wallas on catching sight of him, even from a
distance, whipped up their horses and raced towards him. With a wave of his stick he tumed
them away. A taxi also drew near him and the dnver looked at him enquinngly. He too was
turned off. This time with 4 *No, thank you.”

As the evening advanced the cold became more intense. It was a cold that induced
people to seck comfort in pleasure. A1 such times it was not only the profligate who ranged
abroad, but even those who were usually content to hive with their loneliness. cmerged from
their hide-outs to join the garety of the streets. And so people converged on the Mall where
they amused themselves among the vanety of hotels. restaurants, cafes and snack bars. each
according to his means. Those who could not afford the pleasures inside, were content to
gaze al the coloured lights and bnilliant advertisements outside. Up and down the main road
there was an unending stream of cars. buses. tongas and bicycles while the pavement
thronged with pedestrians

The young man scated on the cement bench was watching with interest the people
passing on the pavement before him, Most of them were weanng overcoals which were of
every kind from the astrakhan to the rough military khaki such as are found in large bundles
at the secondhand clothes shops,

The overcoat the voung man himself was wears ng was old, but it was well cut and the
matenial was of good quality. The lapels were stiff and the sleeves well creased. The buttons
were of hom, big and shiny. The young man seemed to be very happy in i,

Aboy selling pan and cigarettes with a tray of his wares passed by.
“Pan Walla.”
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“No, sir, but I'll get it for you.”
* And what if you don't come back™™
“Ifyou don't trust me sir. you can come with me. Anyway, what do you want to buy””

“Never mind ... Here, [ have found one anna. Now give me a good cigaretie and be
off with you.”

As he smoked he seemed to relish every pufl.

A small lean white cat shivering with cold rubbed against his legs and mewed. He
stroked it and it leapt up onto the bench. Smioothmg its furhe muttered;

“Poor little mite.”
Aftera few minutes he gotup.

By now it was past seven, He started off again along the Mall. An orchestra could be
heard playing inonc of the restaurants. Many people had collected outside. Mostly they were
passers by, a few drivers of the waiting taxis and longas, labourers and beggars, Some fruit
vendors having sold thoir fruit were also standing around with their empty baskets, These
people outside seemed 10 be enjoying the music more than those who sat inside, for they were
listening in silence though the music was foreign.

The young man also stood and listened for @ moment Of S0, then walked on.

A few minutes later he found himself outside a large Westem music shop. Without
hesitation he went in. There were musical instruments of different Kinds arranged on shelves
around the walls. On a long 1able, attractively displayed. were the latest hit songs. A Spanish
guitar was hanging on the wall. He exapuned it with the air of a connoisseur and studied the
price label attached to it. Then a huge German Prano diverted his attention. Lifting the cover
of the key-board he played a few notesand closed it again,

Onc of the salesmen came up
“Good evening, sir.” he said. “Can | help you. sir?”

*“No thank you.” the young man said with an air of indifference. Then suddenly as if
remembering something he called out.

“Oh yes . .. Could you let me have alistof this month’s gramophone records?

He slipped the list into one of the pockets of his overcoat and resumed his promenade
on the Mall.

lHe stopped next at a book stall, He picked up one or two magazines and after a
hurried glance at the contents carefully replaced them, A few yards further on. a large Persian
carpet. which was hanging outside a shop attracted his attention. The owner of the shop,
weanng a long robe and a silk turban, greeted him warmly.

*] just wanted to see this carpet™ the young man said to the carpet dealer.
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The young man frowned as if to suggest. “Oh so much.™

“You have only to sclect, sir,” said the carpet dealer amiably, “and we will reduce the
price to the mimmum.”

“Thank you so much.” the young man said approvingly. “A finc carpet indeed, I'l]
come again some time,” and he walked away.

The cream colour rose which adomed the lape) of his overcoat had shipped and was
about to fall. He adjusted it with a peculiar smile of satisfaction.

He was now walking along the pavement near the High Courts. He had been roaming
about for quitc a long time, but his spints wese still high; he was neither tired nor bored.

At this part of the Mall the crowd of pedestrians had thinned down and there were
quite long stretches of empty pavement between one group and the other, The young man as
he wentalong tried to spin his cane around one finger, but in this attempt he dropped it.

"Oh, sorry,” he exclaimed and bending down picked itup,

Meanwhile a young couple who had been walking behind him passed by and went
ahead of him. The youth was tall and was wearing black corduroy trousers and a leather

Jacketwith a zip. The girl wore a floppy shalwar of white satinand a green coat. She was shont
and bulky.

The young man was delighted to watch this spectacle and kept on wialking behind
them.

S0 far the young man had found little 10 interest him among the persons he had
observed that evening. He had been, perhaps, too deeply engrossed in himself.

He followed them closcly hoping to get a glhimpse of their faces and to hear more of
theirtalk.

By now they had reached the big cross-roads near the General Post Office. The pair
stopped foramoment, then after crossing the Mall headed toward McLeod Road.

When the couple had walked some hundred yards ahead of him, he hurriedly moved
after them. Hardly had he reached half way across the road when a truck full of bricks came
from behind like a gust of wind and crushing him down speeded off towards McLeod Road.
The driver of the truck had heard a shriek and had actually for a moment slowed down, but
realizing that something serous had happened, had taken advantage of the darkness and had
sped away wnto the night. Two or three passers-by who had witnessed the accident shouted:
"Stophim ..., tuke the number,” but the truck was no more 1o be seen.

In a short while quite a Jarge crowd had collecied. A traffic inspector on his motor
bike stopped. The young man was badly hurt. There was a lot of blood about and he was in a
very precarious state. A car was stopped and he was loaded into it and taken 10 a ncarby
hospital. When they reached there he was just alive.
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the young man’s green felt hat on his chest so that it should not be lost.

“Seems quite well-10-do.” Nurse Shehnaz said to Nurse Gill, to which she replied in
alowertone:

“All togged up for Saturday might, poor chap.”
"Did they catch the driver?”

“No hegotaway.”

“Whatapiy!”

In the operating theatre the assistant surgeon and the two nurses with their faces
concealed behind masks, were attending the young man, only their cyes were visible. He was
lying on a white marble table. His hair was still smooth against his temples. The strong
scented oil with which he had dressed it carlier that evening still gave out a faint odour.

His clothes were now being taken off. The first to be removed was the white silk
scarf.

Beneath the scard there was neither a tie nor a collar ... nor even a shirt, When the
overcoat was removed it was found that the voung man was weanng undemecath only an old
cotton sweater which was all in holes. Through these holes one could see the dirty vest which
was in an even worse state than the sweater, Layers of dirt covered his body. He could not
have had a bath for at least two months. Only the upper part of his neck was clean and well
powdered.

The shoes and the socks now came ofY, The shoes were old but brightly pohished. As
to the socks, 1n colour and panern the one was quite different from the other, There were
holes at the heels, and where the flesh showed through the holes it was grimed with dirt, He
was by now dcad and his hfe-less body lay onthe white marble slab.

The following were the few things which were found in the vanous pockets ol his
overcoat:

A small black comb, a handkerchicf, six annas and a few pies, a half smoked
cigarette, a little diary in which the names and addresses of a few people were noted, a list of
gramophone records and a few handbills which distributors had thrust upon him duning his
cvening promenade,

Alas, his hittle cane, which was perhaps lost at the time of the accident, was not
included 1n the hst.

About the Author

Ghulam Abbas was born in 1909, He got associated with the Radio and also worked
for the BBC i London for several yvears. He camed a lasting reputation as a short story
writer, He died of heart attack in November 1982,

Thome
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Saturday evening but when he's crushed by a truck and dies in the hospital, the doctor and the
nurses come to know what a destitute he was.

Reading Notes
I sleck _' smooth and glossy
ICY gus biting cold puffs of win
ambling " move with gentle gait
. promenade pleasure walk
| e [ B '
' dandy fashionable
| profligate recklessly extravagant _j
lapcls part of cither side of coat
well creased well ironed
mite | very small object
connoisseur - expert, one who can appreciate
- ! = -
amiably respectfully
| thinned down became less
r ) =
logged dress, garment
EXERCISES
& Choose the correct answer.
. What was the colour of the overcoat of the young man?
a) It wasred. b) It was brown.
¢) [t was green. d) It was black.
i, What happened when the evening advanced?
a) The weather became pleasant.
b) The cold became more intense.
c) The pleasant air began to blow,
d) Thesky was covered with clouds and it started raining.
1. What was the condition of the overcoat, which the young man was wearing?
al Irariae 1.4 LY ..
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When the young man visited the music shop what did he find?
a) There were musical instruments in the shop.

b) There was nothing in the shop.

c) He found many people in the shop.

d) There were books in the shop.

When the young man died in the hospital after the accident what amount of
money was discovered on him?

8) rupees 200 only

b) only six annas and a few pies

c) Nothing was found in his pocket.

d) only rupces 51

What were the names of 2 nurses who were on duty in the hospital?

B) Nasreenand Jamila b) Shehnaz and Gill

c) Zakia and Surraya d) Zahida and Kausar

What was the owner of the shop wearing on his head?

8) acap b) silk turban

C) wearing nothing d) a handkerchief of green
colour

After accident when the driver sped away what were the words which were
uttered by the passers-by

a) catch him b) stop him
¢) kill him d) follow him
After the accident what was the state of the young man?

a) Hewasina very precarious state.

b) Hewasinastable state.

¢) Hewasinanormal state,

d) Hebled profusely.

After the accident what was the first thing removed from the body of the
young man?

'y overcoat b) shoes and socks
¢) white silk scarf d) an old cotton sweater

Answer the following questions,

What was the colour of the overcoat of the young man?
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1% Who were the people wearing such dress and had come on the Mall?
V. Why was the cat shivering?
vi. Why didthe dniver of the truck speed away after theaccident?
vii.  Whotook the young man to the hospital?

vili,  Whatkind of music was played inone of the restaurants?

3, Answer the followlng questions In not less than 100 words.
¥ Give the list of the arnticles, which were found from the coat of the young
man.
i, What is the moral of the story?
ii. Write a gist of the story in ten lines,

v, What is the theme of the story?
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(Jerome K. Jerome)

[ had a vexing dream one night, not fong ago: 1t was about a fornight alter Chnistmas.
I dreamt | flew out of the window in my mighishirt. 1 went up and up. [ was glad that ] was
going up. " They have been noticing me,” 1 thought to myself. “If anything, I have been a bit
100 good. A little less virtue and | might have lived longer. But one cannot have everything.”
The world grew smaller and smaller. The last | saw of London was the long line of clectne
lamps bordering the Embankment. Later nothing remained but a faint Juminosity burned
beneath darkness. It was at this point of my joumney that | heard behind me the slow,
throbbing sound of wings.

| tumed my head. It was the Recording Angel. He had a weary look; | judged him to
be tired.

“Yes.” heacknowledged, “itis a trying period for me, your Chnstmas time.”

“J] am sure it must be.” | retumed; “the wonder to me is how you get through it all.
You see at Christmas time.” | went on, “all we men and women become gencrous, quite
suddenly. 1t1s really a delightful sensation.”™

“You aretobe envied,” he agreed.

“It is the first Christmas number that starts me off.” 1 told him; “thosc beautiful
pictures - the sweet child looking so pretty in her furs, giving Bovnil with her own dear little
hands to the shivering street arab; the good old red-faced squire shovelling out plum pudding
to the crowd of grateful villagers. It makes me yeam to borrow a collecting box and go round
doing good myselt.”

“And itis not only me - 1 should say,” I continued: I don't want you to run away with
the idea that ] am the only good man in the world, That's what Ilike about Christmas, it makes
everybody good. The lovely sentiments we go about repeating! The noble deeds we do from
a little before Christmas upto, say. the end of January! Why noting them down must be a
comforttovou.”

“Yes. " headmitted, “noble deedsarc always a great joy tome. ™

“They arc to all of us,” I said; *'I love to think of all the good deeds 1 myself have
done. | have often thought of keeping a diary - jotting them down cach day. It would be so
nice forone's children.”
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"Yes,© he answered, “they were all recorded in the book.” { The author tells of his
good deeds.)

It was more for the sake of talking of him than anything clse that | kept up with him, |
did not really doubt his care and conscientiousness, but it 18 always pleasant to chat about
one’s self. “My fhive slmlhings subscniption to the Daily Telegraph's Sixpenny Fund for the
Unemployed - got that down all nght?” l asked him.

"Yes,” he replied, "1t was entered.”

“As a matter of fact, now | come 10 think of it.” I added, “it was ten shillings
altogcether. They spelt my name wrong the firstime,”

“Bothsubscriptions had beenentered™, he told me.

“Then [ bave been 10 four chanty dinners,” 1 reminded him; ' forget what the
particular chanty was about. [ know [ suffered the next moming. He interrupted me with the
assurance that my attendance had beennoted.”™

"Last week I sent adozen photographs of myself, signed, to a chanty bazaar."”
He said that he remembered my doing so.

“And, of course, you remember my performance of “Talbot Champneys in Our
Boys" the week before last, in and of the Fund for Poor Curates,” 1 went on. 1 don't know
whether you saw the notice in the Moming Post, but—"

He again interrupted me to remark that what the Moming Post man said would be
entered. one way or the other. to the critic of the Moming Post, and had nothing 10 do with
me. "Of course not,” | agreed; “"and between ourselves, 1 don't think the chanty got very
much. Expenses, when you come to add refreshments and one thing and another, mount up.
Butl fancy they rather hiked my Talbot Champneys.”

He replied that he had been present at the performance. and had made his own report.

I also reminded him of the four balcony seats [ had taken for the monster show at His
Majesty’s in aid of the Fund for the Destitute Bnitish in Johannesburg. Not all the celebrated
actors and actresses announced on the posters had appeared, but all had sent letters full of
kindly wishes; and the others - all the celebnities one had never heard of - had lumed up to a
man. Still, on the whole, the show was well worth the moncy. There was nothing to grumble
at.

There were other noble deeds of mine. [ could not remember them at the ume in therr
cntirety. I seemed to have done a good many. But | did remember the ummage sale to which |
sent all my old clothes, including a coat that had got mixed up with them by accident, and that
[ believe | could have worm again,
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with other matters 1, may be, had forgotten.
(The Angel appears to have made a shight mistake.)

RPN EEN

About the Author

Jerome Klapka Jerome was born on 2nd May 1859, His father’s business collapsed
and he moved to cast of London.

Jerome left school at fourteen and worked as a clerk and also as a school teacher. He
travelled widely all over Europe. It was his utmost desire to become a member of the
Parliament.

Theme

In this story the author dreams that he is dead and 1s going up and up. Now he feels
that he has lost all opportunitics to do good. He tries to recall whatever good he had done
during his lifc ime when he was living in this world. He realizes that he has done no deed of
great benevolence durning his life time. The angel who records good deeds of people is flying
with him. He asks him what deeds of goodness he has recorded for him.

Reading Notes
vexing annoymng
bright. giving out light
m the rhythmic beat of the angel’s wings
weary tired
envy fecling of disappointment and resentment for another with
better fortune
shivering trembling
shovelling out scooping out with a large tool or a spoon
jot down to note down
subscribe to give a sum of moncy for some cause
chanty help in form of money, food, etc. to the need;— _
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EXERCISES

1. Answer the following questions.

1v.

A\

Atwhatpoint of joumney in his dream did the author hear the throbbing sound
of wings?

What time of the year was it?

What does the author like about Christmas?

Wnite down the good deeds the author has admitted are a great joy on
Christmas.

Why are the noble deeds always a great joy for the author?

7 K Read the story and fillin the blanks.
(diary, weary, vexing, deeds, fortnight, recording, good, rummage, money, raffie)

lhada dream.

i It was about a after Chnistmas,
111 lturned my headtosceitwasthe  angel.
Iv. Hchada look.
V., Noble are always a great joy tome,
Vi | have often thought of keeping a
vii.  Theauthortold thec angelofhis deeds.
vin.  Theauthor remembered the to which he sent all his old clothes.
1X. The show was well worth the
X. Theauthor had joined the for a motor car.
3. Read the lesson and tick the correct word. Write the correct sentences in your

notebook.

"
.

Iv.

The author had the dream about a (week, fortnight, month) after Christmas,

[t was the recording (machine, device, Angel) following the author in his
dream.

At (Easter, Chnstmas, New year) men and women become generous in
London,

The author subscribed (ten, three, five) shillings to the fund for the
unemployed.

Hc had been to (four, five, six) chanty dinners.
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It was a (huge, Jarge. monster) show in aid of the fund for the destitute,

vil.  The (joumey. dinner, show) was well worth the money.
X, There were many other (big, great, noble) deeds of the author.
X. The author sent all of his old clothes to the (annual, rummage, grand) sale,
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